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FORMER GOVERNOR MINNER PASSES AWAY
BY TERRY ROGERS

Former Gov. Ruth Ann
Minner, who served two
terms as Delaware’s only
female governor, died on
Thursday, Nov. 4. Minner
overcame significant obstacles before being sworn
in as governor and she was
known for her toughness
and strength.
“She was a leader who had a real common touch,” Gov.
John Carney, who served as Minner’s lieutenant governor,
said. “Gov. Minner focused on raising up the working
families of our state because she knew what it meant to
struggle. Having grown up poor in Slaughter Beach, she
brought that perspective to her job every day and she
never lost her attachment to those roots.”
Minner was born the youngest of Samuel and Mary
Ann Coverdale’s five children. It was on the farm that
she developed her work ethic, learning to drive a tractor,
milking cows and tending crops. At 16, she quit school,
something her father told her to do as it was “expected.”
At 17, she married her junior high school sweetheart,
Frank Ingram, and the two began a business in Milford.
The couple had their first son, Frank, soon after they
married. A second son, Wayne, was born four-and-ahalf years later and a third, Gary, four-and-a-half years
after that. All three sons were planned as the couple
wanted to be sure they could attend college. Minner
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once said that the boys were spaced apart so they each
got their share of attention when they were young and
so they would be less likely to compete against each other
than siblings who were closer in age. Her husband had
political aspirations and Minner found herself stuffing
envelopes for his campaign.
However, tragedy struck when her husband, only 34,
died of a heart attack, leaving her a widow with three
young boys and a mortgage. Minner returned to school,
earning a GED, taking classes down the hall from her son,
Frank, who was in eighth grade, working as a statistician with the Maryland Crop Reporting Service at the
same time. Often, her sons went to work with her as she
counted plants and kernels.
“We all did our homework together and that made it
a lot of fun,” Minner said in an interview in 2001. “One
of the reasons I went back was because if the boys knew
I didn’t have my education, it might give them the idea
they didn’t need one. I never had any one quit school.”
The boys learned the same work ethic as their mother at
a young age, knowing that if chores were not done, they
could not go to the ballpark unless they were.
Times were hard and Minner spoke of needing to
purchase a new car in order to keep working but being
denied a loan in 1967.
“My 1963 Chevy was dying, but dealers refused to let
me take out a loan for a car,” Minner said. “They’d say “Oh,
you’re single; we need a man to sign for the loan. I turned
to banks, but they, too refused, requiring a male signature.”

After her husband’s death, Minner leaned on a family
friend, Roger Minner, whose marriage had ended. Roger,
a tow-truck operator, let the boys hang out in his shop
and Minner often joked that he dated the boys for a year
before he asked her out. They married in 1969 and began
a towing company. Gary and Wayne joined Roger in
the business until Roger died of cancer in 1991. Frank
became a teacher at Milford High School.
In 1973, Minner ran for and won a seat in the Delaware
House of Representatives for the 33rd District, the first
woman to hold the seat. One of the things she remembered was the banks denying her a car because she was
a single woman and knowing that she might be able to
change those rules prompted her to run. As a representative, she lobbied banks in the state to grant loans to
women more freely.
As a representative, Minner served on the Bond Bill
Committee and mastered the art of capital spending.
She also served as House Majority Whip and the chaired
the Rules Committee, successfully removing a rule that
allowed representatives to table roll call votes. In 1982,
Minner was elected to the State Senate where she was
credited with the Delaware Land and Water Conservation
Act protecting 30,000 acres of land. The act also created
the Delaware Open Space Council.
Not long after her husband, Roger, was diagnosed
with terminal cancer, Minner was approached about
running for lieutenant governor.
See MINNER on page 4

MINNER from page 3

“Everyone knew Tom Carper was going to be the one
running for Governor, so I went to him and said ‘Tom,
I want to run, but I need to be home with Roger’,” Minner
said in a 1998 interview. “He said ‘no matter what, we’ll
make it work.’ We found a way.” Her husband joined her
on the campaign trail as much as possible with her often
delivering speeches from the back of his flatbed truck.
When he could no longer join her, she again questioned
her decision to run, but persevered, winning the election
by 60 percent of the vote, becoming the first lieutenant
governor in the state.
In 2000, Minner was elected governor, beating John
M. Burris who was also from Milford. She won a second
term in 2004, beating William Swain Lee. As governor,
Minner worked to improve schools, foster economic
development, protect the environment and run the state
responsibility. During her term, smoking was banned
in virtually all indoor spaces and ensured that state
employees called to serve during Operation Enduring
Freedom did not lose pay. Drunk driving penalties were
increased, and she created a process to collect additional
data related to cancer victims in order to study environmental causes.
After the election as lieutenant governor, Minner was
asked how she wanted to be addressed and responded
“just call me Ruth Ann.” She visited the same hairdresser
for decades, getting the same 30-minute shampoo, cut
and blow-dry from Lucy Schuler. Even while living in
the Governor’s Mansion, Minner shopped off the rack
and her inaugural gown came from Lord & Taylor.
See MINNER on page 5
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“Ms. Minner will long be remembered for her more
than three decades of public service as well as her accomplishments,” Rep. Bryan Shupe said. “From earning her
GED in 1968 to becoming the first woman governor,
her life and achievements should serve as an outstanding
example of what can be done with resolve and dedication.”
Lt. Gov. Bethany Hall-Long called Minner a “trailblazer who worked tirelessly in a bipartisan manner to
uplift families up and down the state.”
“Gov. Minner lived by a simple code that she so often
articulated,” Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester said. “For Ruth
Ann Minner, farmer, gardener and daughter of a sharecropper, it is simply this: Work hard. Do the right thing.
And leave things better than you found them. Ruth Ann
Minner worked hard, did the right things and left things
better than she found them. I, and our entire state are
grateful for her life of service.”
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to care for
your growing
family.

THIRD WARD
COUNCILPERSON
SWORN IN
BY TERRY ROGERS

At the regular City Council meeting on Nov. 8, Nirmala
Samaroo was sworn in as Third Ward Councilperson.
Samaroo will take the seat vacated by Doug Morrow
when he resigned his seat earlier this year. Samaroo was
the only candidate to apply for the seat which meant no
election was necessary.
The Honorable Noel Primos conducted the swearing
in of Councilperson Samaroo with one of her children
standing next to her. Once Councilperson Samaroo was
sworn in, she took her seat on council. She will fill the
seat until May 2023.
6

I’M KANDIS SAMUELSLEUTZINGER, MD, MPH
Caring for families has always been my
passion. In addition to treating patients of
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal
care and deliveries means I can provide all
the care needed for mothers and the youngest
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better
health for you and your loved ones.
CLICK HERE to learn more.

OB-GYN &
FAMILY MEDICINE
1-866-BAY-DOCS
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MILFORD VETERAN BENEFITS FROM RAISE THE ROOF
BY TERRY ROGERS

Former Master Sergeant
Ed Holloway was surprised last week by Valor
Homes who had just
selected him to receive a
new roof. The Valor
Homes “Raise the Roof”
program gives a new roof
to deserving veterans. This
was the 17th roof the company has given to veterans
and the first in the state of Delaware.
“This is a way for Valor to give back,” Will Fisher,
program director for Raise the Roof, said. “This is our
first one in Delaware and our last Raise the Roof event.
Hold on a minute. In 2022, we are becoming Operation
Raise the Roof as we are going national. Before, we were
mainly sponsored by Valor, but we are finishing up the
process to become a 501(c) which will allow us to help
more vets with a goal of helping one vet a month.”
Holloway, who has been married to his wife, Brenda,
for 53 years, provided photographic support during the
Vietnam War. The couple, who married in 1968, moved
to California shortly after and moved several times in a
short period of time after their marriage. They moved
to Langley and then to Colorado as they grew their
family. After leaving the Air Force, Holloway worked in
photographic support at the White House, supporting
Presidents Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter and Ronald
8

Reagan. When Reagan left office, Holloway retired, and
the family moved to Milford.
“I’ve known Mr. Ed as I lovingly call him for about four
years,” Josh Maddox, executive Ddirector for Veteran’s
Affairs, said. “Mr. Ed is one of the most loving individuals I have ever met. He cares for everyone. He works in
our office at the front desk of our Dover headquarters
and his goal is always to make people smile. He is very
quiet about his past. He is one of the most sympathetic
people I have ever met, putting forth his best effort
every day. He never stops giving and he has never asked
for a thing. I could not think of a better person to
receive this recognition.”
Abby Betts read a letter from Lt. Gov. Bethany HallLong.
“My husband is a veteran of the United States Navy, so
I greatly understand the sacrifices you and your family
have made during your years in uniform,” Lt. Gov. HallLong wrote. “Any individual that honorably serves our
country in the Armed Forces is outstanding and your
career is remarkable. You have served as an inspiration
to all who have met you, both in and out of uniform. It
is an honor to know that Valor Homes will be providing
assistance to someone who has, for years, placed integrity
first, service before self and operated with excellence in
all he does.”
Mayor Archie Campbell explained that he worked
with Holloway on the Milford Planning and Zoning
Commission which made the presentation special for him.

“We served on the Planning Commission together,”
Mayor Campbell said. “Knowing him all these years, he
is probably one of the best guys we have had in this
community. He has always stepped up to serve and I
thank you for that.”
Jennifer Jensen, communication officer with the
Division of Veteran’s Affairs, who is also Holloway’s
boss, read a letter from Sen. Tom Carper.
“From serving as a Master Sergeant in the United
States Air Force to working in the White House under not
one, but three, presidential administrations, you have
gone above and beyond in service to our country,” Sen.
Carper wrote. “Please accept my sincerest gratitude for
what you have done and what you continue to do for
Delaware and the nation.”
After reading the letter, the Master of Ceremonies,
Gary Stein, asked Jensen if she was the one who arranged
for Holloway to be home when Valor arrived to tell him
he was getting a new roof. Until she spoke, Holloway
had no idea who had nominated him for the new roof.
“I was the one who told Ed to go home and relax,”
Jensen said. “I was the one who nominated him. There
is nobody more deserving than Ed. The Office of Veteran’s
Services is on a mission to bring more veteran organizations to the state because we are lacking in that area.
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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USPS OPERATION SANTA NOW ACCEPTING
LETTERS FOR 2021 PROGRAM
BY TERRY ROGERS

Starting today, the Postal Service is accepting letters
for the 109-year-old USPS Operation Santa program.
Letters must be postmarked by Dec. 10, and will be uploaded to www.USPSOperationSanta.com through Dec.
15 for potential adoption.
Every day can be a challenge for some families simply
trying to make ends meet.
Holiday expectations put extra pressure on those same
families who want to make it a special time, but just
can’t. That’s where the USPS Operation Santa program
—and generous Postal Service customers—can help
make the holidays a joyous and magical time. Since the
program began, hundreds of thousands of less-fortunate
children and their families have been helped by the
kindness of others.
USPS Operation Santa was established by the Postal
9

Service to help those in need during the holidays.
Whether you believe in Santa or not, the nondenominational program is intended to help as many deserving
families as possible experience a happy holiday season.
And that can only happen if there are letters to post on
USPSOperationSanta.com.
Participation in USPS Operation Santa is simple. All
you have to do is write a letter, put it in an envelope
affixed with a First-Class Mail Forever stamp, and make
sure you include your full return address—apartment
number, directional information (i.e., E Main St, Apt 103)
and zip code—and send it to Santa’s official workshop
address: Santa Claus, 123 Elf Road, North Pole, 88888
Letters without full return addresses or names will
not be posted for adoption.
See SANTA on page 10

SANTA from page 9

It is entirely up to the letter writer as to what appears
on their wish list. But the more specific writers are with
sizes, colors, styles, favorite authors, book titles, toys,
etc., the better chance their wishes will be granted if
their letter is adopted.
When someone writes a letter, it is opened by Santa’s
elves, and for safety reasons, all personally identifiable
information of the letter writer is removed (i.e., last name,
address, zip code) and uploaded to USPSOperationSanta.com for adoption. Letters must be postmarked by
Dec. 10 and letters will be uploaded to the website for
adoption through Dec. 15. There is no guarantee that
letters submitted to the program will be adopted.
Sending a letter to Santa is easy and the Postal Service
has guides and tips to help kids and their parents write
and send their best letters ever. All the information you
could possibly need to write a letter, address an envelope,
put on a stamp and send it on its way can be found on
the website and in USPS’s Holiday Newsroom.
You can also use these letter-writing tips throughout
the year if you want to send thank-you cards, birthday
cards or letters to friends and family just to say “Hi.”
Adopter registration, ID verification and letter adoption will open in the next few weeks. Until then, there
are a few things to know for those who plan to adopt a
letter.
Potential adopters, once approved, can visit USPSOperationSanta.com, read through the posted letters, pick
one or more that they’d like to fulfill, and follow the
directions on how to grant that special wish for a child.
For security reasons, all potential adopters must be vetted
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through a short registration and ID verification process
before they can adopt any letter. If you’ve adopted
letters in the past, you must still be verified each year.
Businesses also get into the spirit of the season by
creating teams to adopt letters—all the better to help
grant those special wishes to deserving families and kids.
USPS Operation Santa started more than 109 years
ago when the Postal Service began receiving letters to
Santa from kids across the country. It wasn’t until 1912
that Postmaster General Frank Hitchcock authorized local
Postmasters to allow postal employees and customers
to respond to the letters. That simple act of kindness
has led to a very successful holiday program benefitting
deserving kids and families throughout the United
States.
The complete Operation Santa history can be found
online at the Postal Service Holiday Newsroom, along
with additional news and information, including all
mailing and shipping deadlines.
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars
for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage,
products and services to fund its operations.
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RIVERWALK FARMER’S MARKET EXTENDS
SEASON WITH AFTER MARKET

WE’RE HERE

because your child’s
health matters.

BY TERRY ROGERS

Downtown Milford Inc. (DMI) recently announced that
the Riverwalk Farmer’s Market, which has historically
ended in October, will expand the season this year with
what they are calling “After Market.” According to Lang
Redden, chairperson of the Farmer’s Market, the idea to
extend the season came to her after last year’s market
ended.
“Last year, I saw our Riverwalk Farmer’s Market vendors
accepting pre-orders and doing drop off locations all
over town during the winter months,” Redden said. “It
gave me the idea to start a winter market so they could
have one central location and give the community
access to fresh produce, locally made goods and unique
specialty items all year round. The vendors are committed,
the community has a demand and Downtown Milford
Inc. is able to foster that connection.”

After Market will be located in the same area of the
Riverwalk as the Farmer’s Market and will have the same
hours. Shoppers can visit the market every Saturday
from now until Dec. 18. There will be a special Fall
Market on Nov. 20, the weekend before Thanksgiving.
After a break during the holidays, Redden stated that
the market may return in mid-January and run through
April, although this is still in the planning stages.
“Only pre-approved Riverwalk Farmer’s Market
vendors will be part of the After Market,” Redden explained. “It is a vendor-run market, so to keep things
simple, we will not accept new applications at this time.
It is the first year, so changes are inevitable as we learn
what works and what doesn’t work.”
This year’s Farmer’s Market was highly successful,
Redden stated, with $136,979 in market commerce.
See MARKET on page 12
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BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD
We’re parents too and we know your child’s
health is a priority! Whether you have a
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to
give them the care they need. As moms we’re
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts
in your child’s health and wellbeing.
CLICK HERE to learn more.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS
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With an average of 20 vendors per market and a total of
8,661 people walking through the downtown area, Redden
explained that the Farmer’s Market was a big economic
driver in the downtown area throughout the spring and
summer.
“Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we had
to turn away applicants due to a lack of space,” Redden
said. “But, as the season went on, the regulations were
loosened, and we were able to increase the number of
vendors. As always, we have our loyal regulars, but we
saw a lot of new faces and young families this year.”
The Riverwalk Farmer’s Market is the oldest continuously running Farmer’s Market in the state with 2021
being their 26th year. Redden stated that the committee
collects a significant number of statistics as DMI must
report to their national organization.
“We record how many people come into the market,
how much money is done in commerce in the market
alone and how many vendors we have,” Redden said.
“I’ve only been on the market committee for three years
and I remember when it was like pulling teeth to get
vendors to come out. I remember when I would go to
other Farmer’s Markets and ask their vendors to come
to our market. In the last two years, we have not had to
do that. We have vendors begging us to get inside our
market.”
Redden pointed out that even though DMI volunteers
are “very tired and need a break,” the vendors pushed to
keep the market going.
“The only reason we can keep it going is because we
have the shoppers,” Redden said. “We have the attendees.
12

Despite COVID happening, we still showed great
numbers in our Farmer’s Market this year. The craziest
thing is that people we have never seen were at the
market this year, especially young families with
children, with toddlers. I have a two-year old and I’m
getting so many playdates out of the Riverwalk
Farmer’s Market, it is not even funny. There is no
question that the Farmer’s Market along with other
events downtown are increasing foot traffic in downtown Milford.”
For more information about the Riverwalk Farmer’s
Market and the After Market, contact DMI at 302-8391180 or visit their website www.downtownmilford.org.

don’t
wait.
Heal.
Enroll now.
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KENT CONSIDERING $5M IN GRANTS FOR
BUSINESSES HURT BY PANDEMIC
BY TERRY ROGERS

Kent County is eyeing a $5 million grant program for
small businesses and hospitality companies affected by
the pandemic.
The program would include $3 million in grants for
businesses with less than 100 employees to pay for
employee wages and other business expenses.
Companies would have to demonstrate some negative
financial impact resulting from the pandemic by
providing the county with pre-pandemic financial
figures compared to pandemic-era financials.
The remaining $2 million would be available for
hotels and other tourism hospitality industry companies
to seek financial relief.
If approved, the grants will be paid for with American
Rescue Plan Act funds from the federal government.
The plan, which was developed in coordination with
the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce and Kent
County Tourism Corporation, will be voted on during
a Nov. 9 Levy Court meeting.
14

With their approval, the county hopes to begin
accepting applications in late November, according to
county administrator Michael Petit de Mange.
“We’ve lost a number of businesses in Kent County
and we know that there are those who are still struggling,”
Petit de Mange said in an interview with Delaware LIVE
News/Town Square Delaware.
He said grants could be used for any type of business
expense that would otherwise be paid for with the revenue
that has been lost.
“It’s going to be spelled out in the grant application,
but it could be paying bills, it could be covering payroll
or business supplies or other expenses related to the
business utility expenses,” Petit de Mange said.
Grant applications will first be reviewed by the Chamber
of Commerce and Tourism Corporation to check for
compliance and completeness.
See KENT on page 15

KENT from page 14

Once the applications are determined to be accurate
and complete, they will be referred to the Levy Court,
which will vote on their approval. Payment would be
issued directly by the county.
Petit de Mange said, if approved, businesses will be
able to use an online portal to begin the application process.
“The American Rescue Plan Act was intended to
provide aid to all sorts of negative impacts created by
the pandemic and impacts on our economic condition,”
the county administrator said. “Obviously, a big part of
that and these particular grants are targeting people in
the tourism and hospitality industry, which is an industry
that our legislation calls out specifically as a distressed
and one that needs to be considered and then also small
businesses.”
He said this proposal is a pilot program and noted that
the county is also considering other grant programs,
including ones for nonprofit organizations.
Judy Diogo, president of the Central Delaware Chamber
of Commerce, said it’s important to remember that
many small businesses had to close during the pandemic
by no choice of their own.
“Small businesses are desperately trying to come back
now,” Diogo said. “They’re desperately trying to get
themselves back up and running, and they’re having a
difficult time getting employees. For many of them,
they have used all of their capital to keep themselves
open through this time.”
She said the grant program will give them a hand up
and get them back on an even keel.
In reviewing the grant applications, the chamber will
look at companies’ federal tax returns, the number of
See KENT on page 16
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employees and evidence that they lost money as a result
of the pandemic.
Diogo doesn’t know how many small businesses were
forced to close permanently because not all of Kent
County’s businesses are members of the chamber, but
she did report that 58 member businesses closed because
of COVID-related impacts.
She said she and Pete Bradley, president of the tourism corporation, drafted the proposal for the grant
program together and presented it to the Levy Court,
which has been nothing but supportive.
Bradley said the grants for hotels, event facilities and
banquet halls will help an industry that was “enormously”
impacted by the pandemic.
He said the best measure of the impact on the hospitality industry is the county’s accommodations tax. In the
12-month period ending in March 2021, tax revenues
were down 42% year over year.
Grants, Bradley said, will likely be allocated with a
priority given to smaller businesses. For the hospitality
grant program, though, there is no specific cap on the
number of employees a company can have to qualify.
There are close to 35 hotels in Kent County that could
qualify for the grant and a handful of event and banquet
halls, he noted.
Kent County Tourism Corp. and Central Delaware
Chamber of Commerce have drafted a couple of different
proposals for other types of businesses, Diogo said. She’s
hopeful that if this program is a success they will be
able to bring those ideas to the county for consideration.
“During our initial meeting with the Levy Court, they
were all very, very supportive,” Diogo said. “I think that
16

the commissioners completely understand the state that
our businesses are in and I think that they see this as an
opportunity as commissioners and as Kent County
Levy Court to really provide assistance that is direct
and hands-on.”
Bradley is similarly optimistic about the program’s
likelihood to be approved by the Levy Court Tuesday.
“When Judy Diogo and myself testified before Levy
Court in early October and gave the commissioners an
overview of what we envisioned—conceptually, we got
a very favorable response,” Bradley said. “So yes, I am
very optimistic and we’ve been working very hard to
that end.”

NEW FACILITY.
MORE SERVICES.
Nemours Children’s Health System at
the Bayhealth Sussex Campus is open!
Nemours and Bayhealth are working together
to bring comprehensive care for all ages to
one convenient location on the Bayhealth
Sussex Campus. Just steps away from the
new Bayhealth Hospital and Outpatient
Center and easily accessible from Route 1,
this brand new location will provide a variety
of services closer to home for the diverse,
growing communities we serve.

LEARN MORE >>
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GOVERNOR CARNEY VISITS VETERAN-OWNED
MILFORD BUSINESSES
BY TERRY ROGERS

On Tuesday, Nov. 2, Gov. John Carney visited four
downstate veteran-owned businesses in recognition of
National Veterans Small Business Week. The governor
visited Elite Construction in Felton before heading to
Euphoric Herbals Apothecary, CNU Fit and Lifecycle
in Milford.
“These businesses are still strong and have been very
creative in adapting to changing conditions with
COVID,” Gov. Carney said. “I think we need to help
them as much as we can. The Small Business Administration reaches out to our veteran-owned businesses,
but when you talk to them directly, you learn just how
many challenges they have had to face over the past two
years.”
Cindy Collins, owner of Euphoric Herbals and Apothecary, served four years in the Air Force, a service that
19

brought her to Delaware. Three years ago, Collins
opened her store in Milford, selling herbs, herbal teas,
smoothies and more. Collins was named the United
States Small Business Administration’s Veteran-Owned
Small Business of the Year for Delaware in 2019.
“I am proud to be a veteran-owned business along
with others who were visited by the governor that day,”
Collins said.
Evans Armantrading, Jr., owner of CNU Fit, served
six years in the Air Force and credits his service with
his current business success. Although he enjoys the
recognition, he stated that he gets joy from what he does
each day more than the recognition. Armantrading was
also named the United States Small Business Administration Veteran-Owned Small Business of the Year for
Delaware in 2020.

“Serving in the military has helped me run my business today,” Armantrading said. “You learn discipline,
which is key in building a business. As a Staff Sergeant,
I had about 20 troops I had to lead which provided me
with many leadership skills.”
Gov. Carney also visited Lifecycle, owned by Jenn
Rowan and Ben Jones. Jones is a United States Marine
Corps veteran. There, the governor learned about the
business Jones and Rowan created, selling and repairing bicycles as well as how important the couple had
become to the community.
There are more than 5,800 businesses operated by
veterans in Delaware.

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

DMI TO RECEIVE CITY FUNDS
BY TERRY ROGERS

In early October, Downtown Milford Inc. (DMI) came
before the city of Milford asking that $45,860 in funding
approved during the budget process be distributed to
the organization. At the time, City Council had several
questions related to the organization’s executive board
structure and their balance sheet that representatives
were unable to answer. The request was tabled until the
Oct. 25 meeting with council requesting that the entire
board be present in order to answer questions.
“I have provided you with a number of historical items
and verbatim meeting minutes,” Mark Whitfield, city
manager, said. “I also provided details on how we came
up with funding for DMI. It is staff’s opinion that we
fulfill our obligation to DMI, but we know that a number
of questions arose at the last meeting, and I believe there
are representatives here who can answer those questions.”
James Rabe, vice president of DMI, asked if council
wanted him to go through the entire packet of information provided. Councilman Jason James suggested that
council simply ask the questions they had in the interest
of time.
“I had a general question on the balance sheet, specifically toward the cash positions,” Councilman Dan
Marabello said. “You have cash of $58,677.03 and total
major project investments totaling $57,468.94. How did
you come about having that much funding?”
Rabe explained that previous boards were preparing
for a time when DMI would need to vacate the office
20

space next to City Hall and had hoped to purchase a
building which is why they had such a large amount in
the major project investment fund. Rabe also stated that
some of the funds were set aside for large capital outlay,
such as large deposits for events.
“Last month, there was an appearance of an organization in disarray,” Councilman Mike Boyle said. “We learned
last week that the third president has resigned. How strong
is your management structure and are you gaining, losing
or retaining the number of businesses that are now part
of DMI?”
Rabe explained that there is no membership in DMI
and that any business in the downtown area is provided
value. He also stated that, as the vice president, should
the current president have to step down, he was willing
to step into that role.
“We do have a younger executive staff at this moment,”
Rabe said. “We are currently looking for an executive
director and program manager. COVID has been rough.
At our current price point, it has been hard to attract
candidates. The city is a valuable stakeholder in that
process, but obviously, our goal is to grow that base into
grants, sponsorships and fundraising so that we can
add value and funding to our membership. We are in a
flux, but we are rebuilding. We have great experience in
the room from people who have been with DMI since
the beginning, and we have great people who have
served several terms as president.”

Councilman James asked how many businesses the
downtown area has gained over the past 12 months,
stating that he knew that was a difficult question to
answer with the ongoing pandemic.
“I don’t know if I have a finite number as far as businesses,” Rabe said. “I know the key performance indicators
we focus on are volunteer value, foot traffic and downtown commerce. Since April of this year, we have
generated $66,000 in volunteer value, $9,274 in folks
walking downtown and around $130,000 in downtown
commerce through DMI activities. The Main Street
program has a return ratio of $18 for every dollar. While
it is a complex program, it has value. We are also about
historic revitalization, so there are two sides to the coin.
You may add economic value, but you could sacrifice
the historic nature of the downtown, river town, art
town experience.”
Peggy Reilly, who is a past president of DMI, stated
that there had not been three presidents recently.
“Our terms are for two years,” Reilly said. “Sara Pletcher
was president for two years and then I took over for two
years and then we had a new president. When we gave
our last presentation, we were pleased that we gained
businesses during COVID. Since then, I believe we only
lost one business and that is Nancy’s Café which closed.”
Councilman Todd Culotta asked if being Downtown
USA accredited qualified DMI for grants and other proSee DMI on page 21
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grams, wondering if the organization had applied for
and received any grants.
“I’ll just say that Milford has one of the Rockstar Main
Street programs in the state of Delaware,” Patty Cannon,
coordinator of the Delaware on Main Program, said.
“There are only four accredited Main Street programs,
and it is a high level to hit. One of the primary requirements is that you must have support from the city or
county you are in. They can’t do it alone and so it is a
model that works. When we were in the heat of COVID,
the state brought down kits with hand sanitizer and
disinfectant and masks. Your DMI folks went around,
door-to-door, delivering those to small businesses and
they’ve done this without charging any fee. We have one
other fully accredited Main Street program in Delaware,
Rehoboth Beach, and they charge a membership fee.
They try to provide services to everyone, but when money
is tight, they target to members.”
Cannon explained that the city of Wilmington
operates in partnership with Downtown Visions,
providing them with an additional stream of revenue
while Dover Main Street runs a land bank which
provides funding.
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CITY TO UPDATE ZONING CODES

BY TERRY ROGERS

Since February, the Milford Planning Commission
has worked with the city solicitor to update zoning
codes in the city. The purpose of the updates are to bring
codes more in line with the 2018 Comprehensive Plan,
reduce applications heard by the Board of Adjustments
as well as to standardize site plan, subdivision and conditional use application reviews. The goal is also to
eliminate contradictory statements, correct language
that may be erroneous or missing and to address items
that may be confusing.
“The Planning Commission held public workshops
prior to each regularly scheduled monthly meeting to
review each section of Chapter 230 and Chapter 200,”
Rob Pierce, city engineer, said. “The most changes occurred in Article II which address zoning codes, setbacks,
conditional uses as well as open space, planned unit
developments, source water protection and tree preservation. All draft revisions were submitted to the American
Council of Engineering Companies of Delaware and
the Home Builders Association of Delaware. We are
waiting for a full response from those organizations.”
Revisions to the code included standardized code
formats for each zoning district as Pierce stated each
code should follow the same format. Pierce also stated
there were several changes related to accessory buildings.
Residential accessory buildings such as sheds and
detached garages must now be a ratio of the required
rear and side yard area as opposed to a maximum of
150 square feet which would eliminate many variance
requests presented to the Board of Adjustment. The
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proposed change would allow up to 30 percent of a rear
or side yard to be covered by an accessory building.
“We also clarified what is permitted as a home occupation,” Pierce said. “For instance, in R-1, a minor home
occupation is permitted while a major home occupation
would be considered a conditional use. We also addressed
apartments and cottages in accessory dwelling units. In
order to add an apartment or cottage as an accessory
building, the homeowner would be required to occupy
the main residence. We also added minimum and
maximum square footage for cottages and apartments.”
Councilman Todd Culotta asked if he wanted to turn
his detached garage into an apartment, he would be required to create an apartment that is at least 225 square
feet, but the apartment could not be more than 35
percent of the single family detached dwelling. Pierce
confirmed that to be true. Pierce also stated that if an
existing dwelling is turned into a cottage, the current
exterior may remain but if a new structure is built, it
must match the single-family dwelling on the property.
Cottages and dwellings would remain conditional uses
which would require approval by council.
“We have the ability to convert a single-family home
into multiple units,” Pierce said. “We have had a few of
those come before council. This would allow that to
happen in detached structures and we have had some
interest in that recently. It would simply put in a perimeter
that you cannot have tenants in both the accessory
building and the main building.”

Councilman Culotta asked what would happen if
someone moved from the main building but kept it as
an investment property. Pierce stated that it would not
be permitted.
In the revised code, Open Space, Recreation and Other
Facilities, which were originally included in the subdivision code, would now have their own section. All developments would be required to have 275 square feet of
open space per unit, although an applicant could use a
cash-in-lieu option.
“Let’s say someone wanted to build a development
next to the Can Do Playground,” Pierce said. “They
could come to us and say ‘look, you already have those
amenities right there, why do you want us to dedicate
more land to the same thing?’ We could then make a
special agreement that allows council to accept cash
that could be used for benches, trails, gazebos or other
amenities. The cash would be placed in a fund that
already exists with Parks and Recreation which would
be used for amenities in other open spaces. The new
code would also require preservation of woodland areas.
If they must remove woodland areas, they must plant
trees to replace the area.”
Off-street parking and loading are also addressed in
the code. A minimum residential driveway curb cut
width of 10 feet and maximum of 20 feet will be established under the new regulations as well as a minimum
driveway separation distance from property lines of two
See ZONING on page 23
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feet. Upright curbing will also be required to prevent
people from parking on sidewalks. Parking lots will also
be required to have bollards and parking bumpers. Bicycle
parking facility requirements were added based on the
number of vehicle parking spaces.
“The revisions will also prevent recreational vehicles
from being used as permanent habitation,” Pierce said.
“You cannot have electric and water hooked up to an RV
in your yard or driveway. Of course, if it is a weekend
and the electric and water are hooked up because your
kids are camping out, that isn’t a problem or if you are
cleaning it out. However, if it is for an extended period
during the week and the code official is in the area to
see it, you may get a violation letter.”
Councilman Culotta asked if there was a way to create
something that was in the middle when it came to people
living in an RV.
“I understand what you are trying to prevent, but if
someone has relatives from out of town who want to
stay there for a month, how do we deal with that. You
see that a lot in Florida where people go down and stay
with relatives.”
Councilman Andy Fulton also pointed out that many
people are using campers should someone in their
household test positive for COVID.
“I hate to bring up COVID, but if you have a camper
and someone has to isolate, the easiest way to do it is have
them live in the camper while everyone else remains in
the home,” Councilman Fulton said. “The positive person
stays in the camper for their 10 to 14 days. It is better
than the entire household being infected.” Councilman
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Dan Marabello pointed out that someone may be doing
extensive renovations on their home and staying in their
camper.
Pierce stated that the code is explicit in that there should
be no one cooking, eating, running electrical cords, etc.
in the recreational vehicle while it is parked in the yard,
but he understands there could be exceptions.
“When we send a code violation out, it is usually a
five-day compliance,” Pierce said. “If this is a quarantine situation, that is just 14 days, and you aren’t going
to get a court date in 14 days. We can work with people,
but if you don’t have it in there, you have no mechanism
should someone abuse it.”
The code will also now deal with shipping containers,
an issue that Pierce stated had popped up recently. Any
shipping container that remains on a property for six
months or more will be considered an accessory structure.
“Would this include those containers you use to pack
up your own house to move?” Councilman Fulton
asked. “When we moved from Virginia Beach, we loaded
the containers, they brought them here, we unloaded
them and then told them to come get the containers. It
was a slow process unpacking them, though.” Pierce
stated that as long as they were unpacked within six
months, there wouldn’t be an issue.
Restrictions on where establishments can serve alcohol
will also be eliminated from the code as the Division of
Alcohol Beverage Control has its own regulations that
must be met, which Pierce explained meant the city did
not need a separate regulation. In addition, final site

plans will now be reviewed by staff and, unless there are
significant changes, will no longer need to be presented
to council.
The code changes were presented in a workshop before City Council. Pierce stated that the next step is for
the city solicitor to review them. Once they approve the
revisions, there will be a public hearing before the Planning Commission who will then vote to approve them.
The final step will be a public hearing before City Council who will give the final approval.
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STATE GOP PREDICTS ‘RED WAVE’ IN 2022,
PLANS TO KICK OFF CAMPAIGN MONDAY
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

With just over a year until the next big election, the
Delaware Republican Party had announced a campaign
season kickoff with action items for every day until Nov.
8, 2022.
The free rally was held on Monday, Nov. 8 from 6 to 8
p.m. at Nobles Pond, located at 13 Nobles Pond Crossing in Dover.
The event featured free food and drink, activities for
children, a cash bar and an opportunity to mingle with
the candidates.
Some may even announce their candidacy at the rally,
said Jane Brady, the state party chair.
She said in the wake of Republican Glenn Youngkin’s
underdog victory in the Virginia governor’s race and a
shocking Republican turnout in the New Jersey election,
the odds of a Republican comeback in Delaware have
never been better.
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In Virginia, Republicans won back control of the
state’s executive branch, sweeping all three statewide
elected positions on the ballot, including governor,
lieutenant governor and attorney general. They’re also
poised to take back control of the state’s House of
Delegates. Democrats maintain a slight lead in the State
Senate.
In New Jersey, a closer-than-expected election gave
the state’s incumbent Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy a
slim lead over his Republican challenger, Jack Ciattarelli.
Murphy won by about 45,000 in an election that drew
2.45 million voters. That despite polls showing Murphy
maintained a comfortable lead over Ciattarelli until the
end—as much as 11 points according to a Monmouth
University poll released the week before the election.
“New Jersey is really a bellwether more than Virginia

even because there wasn’t a lot of national media attention
on that race and it was a populist uprising,” Brady said.
“That’s what will make the difference. It proves the
Republican Party is the party of working people, of the
family, the regular guy on the street. That’s who the
Republican Party represents.”
She said the national political scene is driving voters
away from the Democratic Party.
“People want to protect their country, protect what
America stands for—the real principles which are equally applied to everyone,” she said. “Those principles truly
are the hallmark of what has made America prosperous
for so many.”
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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EDUCATION

MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB
Cancer isn’t waiting
PERFORMS SHERLOCK HOLMES AND
for COVID-19 to be over.
THE SPINSTERS OF BLACKMEAD

BY TERRY ROGERS

Milford High School Drama Club will present their
fall play, Sherlock Holmes and the Spinsters of Blackmead.
In the play, Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson have been
summoned to peaceful Blackmead Manor to investigate
a series of strange events. Vanishings, murder, and a
trail of clues leading to Holmes’ arch enemy Professor
Moriarty can only mean one thing…the game is afoot!
A combination of mystery, drama, and comedy, Sherlock
Holmes and the Spinsters of Blackmead takes place after
the events of the original Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
stories, and it incorporates some familiar characters
and references to the original stories.
Featured cast and crew members in this production
include Isabella Caraballo, Frank Delli Paoli, Will Evans,
Jakob Faulkner, Anna Hatfield, Abby Lincoln, Danae
Martinez Romualdo, Rowan Melvin, Jude Parfitt, Chris
Perry, Kylie Short, Amiere Sudler, Haley Thompson,
Paige Thompson, Mariah Todd, Mystery Villa, and
Vahsti Villa.
Director Carissa Meiklejohn says, “I am so thrilled to
have our drama club back onstage after exploring the
world of virtual theatre last year. While we are trying to
get back to normal, audiences will notice some pandemic
precautions in place. The actors are wearing masks that
have clear windows to show some facial expressions. To
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counteract the muffled sound, they are also wearing
mics.”
In accordance with school guidelines, all audience
members will need to be fully masked (nose and mouth
covered) inside the building at all times. The audience
will also be asked to space themselves out so they are not
seated directly next to someone outside of their household. Plenty of seating is available for each performance.
Performances will be held in the Milford High School
Auditorium on Friday, Nov. 19 and Saturday, Nov. 20.
Both evening shows will begin at 7 p.m. There will also
be an afternoon matinee on Saturday, Nov. 20 at 1 p.m.
Tickets will be available at the door. $5 for students 18
years or younger; $6 for senior citizens 60 or older; $8
for all others.
For additional information, please contact Producer
Erica Snyder at (302) 422-1610 or esnyder@msd.k12.de.us

One in three Delawareans will get cancer.
Unfortunately, many have put off their cancer
screenings in the past year. Screenings detect
cancer early, when it’s most treatable. If
you’ve skipped or canceled a screening due
to the pandemic — for breast, cervical, colon,
lung, or prostate cancer — don’t wait one
more day. Call your health care provider to
schedule your cancer screenings today.
If you don’t have a provider, we can help.
If you are uninsured or underinsured,
you may be eligible for free screenings.
To learn more about eligibility requirements
and recommended cancer screenings,
and other information, please visit
HealthyDelaware.org/Cancer.
To schedule your cancer screening by phone:
Call your health care provider, dial 2-1-1,
or speak directly with a nurse navigator at
the health system nearest you, below.
ChristianaCare: 302-216-3557
Bayhealth: 302-216-8328
Beebe Healthcare: 302-291-4380

EDUCATION

PERMANENT
SCHOOL MASK
MANDATE IS ON
HOLD – FOR NOW
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A regulation that many interpreted to mean Delaware
schools would indefinitely require mask-wearing is on
hold—for now.
A proposed amendment to Delaware Administrative
Code 815—the rule schools follow for health examinations and screenings—would have added a section titled
“COVID-19 Mitigation and Prevention”.
That section says all K-12 schools must require masks
by all students, faculty, staff and visitors inside school
buildings, regardless of vaccination status.
The proposal does not include an end date or conditions
for termination of the regulation, meaning another
regulation would have to go through the public review
process under the Administrative Procedures Act to undo
the changes, should the government decide the school
mask mandate is no longer necessary.
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That process is statutorily required to take 30 days at
a minimum but could take up to 100 days.
The proposal outlines exceptions to the proposed rule,
including exemptions for students with medical conditions or disabilities that prevent them from wearing
masks, and when staff, students and visitors are eating,
sleeping, engaged in activities that prevent mask-wearing, like swimming, or when they are outside of the
building.
Now that the public comment period has ended, Secretary of Education Susan Bunting—whose departure
from the job was announced in mid-October—could
choose to act on the proposal.
But according to Delaware Department of Education
spokesperson Alison May, the department is “holding the
regulations and [will] make a determination the future.”

Asked if the department plans to make substantive
changes to the regulation, May said “We’re not finalizing
it, so when we finalize it, that’s when we would make
any kind of changes. So right now we’re just holding it.”
Former state Registrar of Regulations Jeff Hague said
in an interview with Delaware LIVE News/Town Square
Delaware, that as currently written, the proposal would
make face coverings permanent.
“It’s permanent until it’s changed again,” Hague said.
“So once it goes into effect, until they change it in some
manner, you have to wear masks if that’s what they adopt.”
If the Department of Education does not take action
on the regulation within one year, it will go away, according to Hague.
Alternatively, the secretary of education—Mark
Holodick has been nominated by the governor for the
job—could change the language. If the changes are
non-substantive, it can be sent in as a final regulation.
Non-substantive changes could include a notation on
the regulation clarifying the end date for the mask
mandate. The end date or conditions for termination
could also be put in the order’s summary.
It’s not clear if those options would hold up, Hague said,
because they don’t appear anywhere in the regulation
itself. In order to change the actual language in a substantive way, the regulation would have to be resubmitted.
In the meantime, the governor’s existing emergency
order is still in effect.
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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HEALTH

BY TERRY ROGERS

Making the transition from a student nurse to a registered nurse can be quite a
journey. You’re in a role where patients are counting on you to provide the best care
for our communities. For those ready to get their feet wet, Bayhealth is where you
will achieve nursing excellence. As a Magnet® and Planetree recognized facility, Bayhealth relies on nurses and the work they do in caring for our patients.
Their Inpatient Nurse Residency Program is accredited with distinction by the
American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) Practice Transition Accreditation
Program. This makes Bayhealth’s nurse residency program one of only 167 healthcare organizations that has earned the top distinction.
The greatest part of it all is that their new nurse graduates are benefitting from such
a great program.
“The nurse residency program helped me avoid a rocky start,” Registered Nurse
Rachel Winston said. “I absolutely loved it and found it extremely helpful for me in
making a smooth transition from nursing school. It gave me the opportunity to meet
other new nurses and to realize that I wasn’t alone as a newbie. I was making some of
the same mistakes the other new nurse graduates were, and we were learning from
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TRANSITION TO PRACTICE:
MOLDING NEW NURSE
GRADUATES
them together. Attending the specialized monthly classes that serve as test runs to
prepare you for a real-life situation were very valuable.”
Winston continued with her praise of the program.
“My preceptors were phenomenal when it came to explaining things in great detail
to prepare me to care for patients,” she commented. “There is also a long list of resources
that are available to new nurse graduates that help with various nursing principles.
Such as, critical thinking, time management, resiliency, patient safety and satisfaction
and much more! Most importantly, the nurse residency program helped me the see
the ‘person’ and not the ‘patient.’ I completed the nurse residency program during
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and didn’t shy away from the selfless task of
caring for our communities during an unprecedented time. I was confident and ready
to provide high-quality care here at home.”
Winston was named Bayhealth’s 2020 New Registered Nurse Graduate Nurse of
the Year for her dedication and compassionate care. She has helped bring awareness
to her unit with initiatives through evidence-based research and she’s actively involved
at our organization.
Studies show that accredited to transition practice programs promote positive
patient outcomes, higher job satisfaction and lower work stress, while increasing
overall job competence and retention in the first year of practice.
Visit www.Bayhealth.org/nursing-recruitment for more information about
Bayhealth’s Nurse Residency Program.

HEALTH

CHILDREN AGES 5-11 NOW ELIGIBLE FOR
PFIZER COVID-19 VACCINE
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Children ages five through 11 are now eligible to
receive the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 pediatric vaccine
in Delaware. The Delaware Division of Public Health
announced Nov. 3 that providers can begin administering
the vaccine immediately.
The announcement comes after the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration last week gave its approval to
expand the emergency use authorization to allow for
the Pfizer vaccine to be administered to children in that
age group.
“This is very exciting news for Delaware in the
ongoing fight against COVID,” said DPH director Dr.
Karyl Rattay. “We have been waiting for the day when
we could give our younger school-aged children this
very effective layer of protection and let them get back
to a more normal childhood.”
Rattay said it’s natural for parents to be concerned
about rare adverse reactions, but said the benefits of the
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vaccine far outweigh the “extremely rare chance of a
bad reaction.”
She said if her children were in the 5-11 age group, she
would vaccinate them right away.
Pfizer’s pediatric COVID-19 vaccine differs from the
original in that the dose has been reduced for children
under 12 years old.
In a press release, the Division of Public Health cited
nationwide clinical trials involving more than 3,000
children ages 5-11. In those trials, the vaccine was found
to be more than 90% protective against developing
symptomatic cases of COVID-19.
“No severe vaccine-related side effects such as myocarditis or severe allergic reactions were identified,” the
release said. “Side effects were found to be similar to, or
fewer than, those experienced by adults and included
sore arms, fatigue, headaches, muscle pain, chills, and
low-grade fevers lasting a day or two.”

The agency said there will be plenty of doses to
accommodate Delaware’s 77,500 residents in that age
group.
Parents or guardians are being encouraged to first
contact their child’s pediatrician to see if they are
administering the vaccine.
Vaccines will also be available at federally qualified
health centers and standing Division of Public Health
vaccine sites, including:
• Blue Hen Corporate Center: 655 S. Bay Road, Dover
• Georgetown Plaza: 19 Georgetown Plaza, Georgetown
• Canby Park: 1920 Maryland Ave., Wilmington,
• University Plaza, 256 Chapman Road, Suite 100,
Newark
Additionally, vaccines will be available to patients of
pediatric health care providers and a limited number of
large chain pharmacies initially until vaccine supply
opens up. DPH recommends parents check pharmacy
websites for scheduling options and availability before
going.
For a complete list of locations where vaccines are
available, visit www.de.gov/getmyvaccine.
Written parental consent is required for people younger
than 18 to receive the vaccine, but either a parent or
other adult may attend with the child. Those with
concerns should speak to their family physician.
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SPORTS

FIELD HOCKEY SAY’S GOODBYE TO
SENIORS

BY KEVIN EICKMAN

The just completed Milford field hockey season was
not the greatest in recent memory, if you just look at the
record (5-9-1). But if you look beyond the record and
look at the effort that Milford put in after a slow start,
you can see just how far it came as the season progressed.
After an early season blowout of Seaford, it looked as if
Milford might have something special this season, but
after that initial win Milford would gain a tie and four
consecutive losses over its next five games. It was here
that senior leadership stepped in, and the Buccaneers
began to rekindle their love of the game. “Our senior
leadership and some underclassmen as well felt we needed
to loosen up a bit, so that’s what we did. We made drills
more fun, had some events not related to field hockey
and basically pressed the reset button,” Coach Andrea
McPike said.
Milford would go 4-5 over the last two-thirds of the
season, with every loss except one, coming by a single
goal. It was an impressive turnaround and one that that
McPike attributes to her entire team, simply refusing to
give up. “The season we were very up and down this
year. A lot of tough, close losses where we dominated
statistically. We had a lot of adversity that hit us which
was out of our control but despite it all the girls showed
up each day with grace and grit. They never gave up
and battled each game no matter what our line up looked
like. We still saw a lot of growth from the team and in
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individual players. All they went through this season
will harden them for next season and our ‘new’ seniors
are already planning off season activities to get the team
a head start for next year.”
Looking at the five seniors, it is obvious that they all
have solid futures ahead of them, be it on the field or in
the classroom. These young ladies are a tough and
sound group who will continue the long tradition of
making Milford proud as they head out into world. The
following statements were all provided by Coach
McPike.
NATALIE CROMER #10
The growth she made as
a field hockey player, leader
and young woman this
season is amazing! Her
ability to self-reflect and
focus in on her areas of
improvements is truly
something to be commended. She set personal goals and crushed them. And
her skills really started to take off. We could not be any
prouder of her! Her feisty spirit and flying elbows will
be missed next year! Good luck in the next chapter of
her life!
See HOCKEY on page 34

HOCKEY from page 33

OLIVIA MUIR #28
Team Captain, 1st Team
All-Conference, Blue Gold
Senior All-Star
Olivia’s dedication, determination, and hard
work over the past four
years has taken her game
to the next level! She has,
again, proven to be one of
the top midfielders in our
conference, while always striving for constant improvement. Her leadership and commitment to this program
will have a lasting affect long after you are gone. We are
so excited she will be continuing her field hockey career
at the University of Lynchburg. GO HORNETS!
BEAU DAVIS #1
Team Captain
Her
lead-by-example
and calm demeanor will
be missed greatly next
year! She was a wonderful
role model for the younger
players to look up to this
season. I’m not sure she
realized the impact she
truly had on this team.
Her dependability, despite whatever the circumstances
may have been, was unwavering and we appreciate her
so much for that! These assets will carry her far in life,
and we wish her nothing but the best next year!
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PAIGE REISINGER #20
Paige has been busting
her butt since preseason to
make the best out of her
senior year. she handled a
bumpy start with grace
and grit, unwilling to settle for mediocrity. Even at
our lowest points throughout the season, she was always there to keep the
team and herself moving forward. She has been a staple
for our team leadership the past couple seasons and
those qualities will be missed for sure next year. We are
so excited to see what the future brings her!
AUDREY RUSSELL #35
I know it took a lot of
guts and pride to come
back out for the team her
senior year. And we are so
glad she did! She displayed
so many selfless behaviors
throughout the season
and helped to define what
being a team player means. She led the way for other
players who may hold the same role she did this year in
their futures. And we can’t thank her enough for that!
Her willingness to always help will bring her a lot of
success in life after HS. She will be missed next year!
Good luck!

SPORTS

SPORTS ROUNDUP

BY KEVIN EICKMAN

Football Falls to Caravel 44-0
Following a tough physical game on Monday at Sussex
Tech, it was always going to be a tough ask for Milford
to travel up to Caravel on Friday night and put in a solid
effort against its hosts, boasting a 7-1 record and jockeying for tournament seeding. Add on top of that it was
“Senior Night” for Caravel, and it remembered the
24-point drubbing that Milford handed it last season, it
was a tall order.
While the game did start off promising for Milford as
it was able to move the ball on the game’s opening series,
working it into Caravel territory, that would be the best
effort MHS would show all night. However, a false start,
miscommunication and missed plays all added up to
Milford turning the ball over on downs.
When Caravel took over on the very next series, Milford
forced a turnover and was able to set up shop at its 40yard line. On the next play however, Milford would r
eturn the favor as the snap went over the head of senior
quarterback Shawn Saxon, which was eagerly gobbled
up by the Caravel defense. “It has been plays like that
which have been killing us all year. Penalties, miscues,
wrong routes and blown coverages have all played a part
in us not winning or staying in some games we should
have,” Coach Shaun Strickland said.
Caravel would waste little time as it marched down
and scored the game’s opening touchdown to take a 7-0
lead and never look back. While Milford would show
some flashes on offense, the mistakes would always
35

come, and Milford would pay a price for it. While the
Buccaneers only trailed 14-0 at the half, there was an
ominous feeling that the dam was about to burst.
As you can tell by the final score, Milford could not
get out of its own way in the second half as mistakes
and fatigue from the short week continued to mount.
With one game left in the season, Strickland is hoping
his team can finish on a high note, as it travels up to
Mount Pleasant this week, for a Saturday morning tilt.
“Mount Pleasant is a solid team and it’s a 9:30 kick-off,
so obviously it’s going to be a challenge for us. More
than that however, it is a test of character. Our team can
choose to go out and finally put four quarters together
this year or simply just mail it in. It’s up to us as a unit
to decide how we want to remember this last game,”
Strickland said.
Cross Country Solid at Conference Championships
Last Saturday, the Milford cross country teams competed in the Henlopen Conference Championships.
Once again, coach Lance Skinner was please with both
his teams’ performance as well as that of some key
runners. The boys’ team would finish fifth out of 16
teams, while the girls would finish sixth. “Once again
it’s great to see our runners continuing to improve as
the season has progressed. I am very proud of how the
entire team has come along,” Skinner said.
Individually, Milford would place three runners in
the top 20 to garner All-Conference Honorable Mention

honors. They were junior Eric Perry (17th), sophomore
Nate Waydelis (18th), and sophomore Faith Mitchell
would finish 18th on the girls’ side. “I am very proud of
how far they have come this season, and they are young
so you would expect them to continue to improve next
season. As individuals and as a team, I am very happy
with how we performed this year,” Skinner concluded.
This Saturday Milford travels up to Brandywine for
the state championship meet.
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INTERIM FINANCING FOR POLICE BUILDING AUTHORIZED
BY TERRY ROGERS

Milford City Council approved interim financing for
the new police facility in order to minimize costs.
According to Lou Vitola, City Finance Director, the
financing plan for the facility included a period of
debt-reimbursable cash financing followed by a period
of interim, short-term financing known as Bond Anticipation Notes (BAN) before permanent financing was
secured.
“The question is when to step into each level of funding,” Vitola said. “From August 2021 until around April
2022, the majority of our costs will be for construction
management and architectural services. Starting in
April 2022, costs will begin including construction
services which will increase our costs significantly
through April 2023. It will level off again somewhat as
costs will then begin including furniture, technology
outfitting and other fees through September 2023. The
question of when to step into these different levels of
financing is really dictated by the inflection points of
the expenditure curve, so this resolution is just for
interim financing.”
Vitola also explained that by using the interim financing, the city could take advantage of favorable rates and
terms while also allowing them to stagger the costs over
two calendar years. It would also allow them to get the
credit in place to meet project liabilities as they came
due should that be sooner than the architects currently
expect.
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“This is based on the city’s direction to get to $13
million flat in construction costs,” Vitola said. “After
construction manager fees, architect fees and other
costs, this will result in a $17 million project with $16
million to $16.5 million needing to be financed. This
agrees with what council and staff have represented in
materials published at the time of the referendum.”
Councilman Jason James stated that he felt this was
the proper way to go, commending Vitola for his work
on the financing of the building.
“I think we are very blessed to have someone who can
do this type of work and go into the detail,” Councilman
James said. “This is not rocket science, but it does take
someone to be diligent in the financing and know when
to pull the trigger on certain things. We are very fortunate
to have a professional who is doing this the right way.”
Mayor Archie Campbell stated that keeping the cost
of the building around $17 million made him a “happy
camper.”
The resolution passed unanimously with no public
comment.
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MILFORD LIVE IS YOUR
SOURCE FOR NEWS AND
INFORMATION IN THE
GREATER MILFORD,
DELAWARE AREA. STAY
CONNECTED WITH US
BY PHONE, EMAIL OR
CONNECTING WITH US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA BY CLICKING
ON THE LINKS.
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