
1

@Milfordlive

MilfordLive

Headlines  ...................................... 2
Culture ........................................... 6
Business ........................................10
Government & Politics .................18
Education ..................................... 26
Health .......................................... 28
Sports ........................................... 30
Stay Connected  ............................33

February 15, 2022 
Vol. 12 •  Issue 7

PHOTO by marcia reed

bucs starting to rolleconomic development process 
explained

voter registration changes

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
http://www.milfordlive.com
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2185706254927591&set=pb.100004647120323.-2207520000..&type=3
https://milfordlive.com/advertise-with-us/


2

HEADLINES

MilfordLive.comMilfordLive @Milfordlive

PHOTO BY john garnick

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10224929572213833&set=g.431818401533609
https://milfordlive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive/
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=775938193363877&set=pcb.681415269907253


3

“Nothing else has changed,” Hudson said. “We will 
still have voter registration for qualified non-residents 
and that will still be done in my office unless we go to 
some type of electronic program, but with the few 
non-resident voters we have, I am not sure that would 
be worth the investment. At this point, we would probably 
just continue to take them over the phone.”

Mayor Archie Campbell asked if a voter needed to use 
their license or registration in order to vote. Hudson  
explained that the city will use state voter registration 
lists and the only list the city will have to maintain is 
the non-resident voter list. They have to be registered 
with the state 30 days before an election and the state 
will send us a list of who is qualified to vote. Councilman 
Andy Fulton commented that he felt this was a wonderful 
change and thanked Hudson for her hard work.

City Solicitor David Rutt pointed out that some of the 
language that had been updated in the draft ordinance 
had not been added to the new version. There was dis-
cussion of tabling the measure until the new wording 
could be added, but Hudson explained she needed the 
ordinance passed that night as it had to be done 60 days 
before the April election. The motion included amended 
language that will be in the final version of the ordinance.

Council passed the measure unanimously and the 
new method for registration will be available prior to 
the April 2022 elections.

HEADLINES CITY APPROVES VOTER 
REGISTRATION CHANGES
BY TERRY ROGERS

On Monday, Feb. 14, 
Milford City Council  
approved an ordinance 
that would eliminate a 
separate voter registration 
in the city. Instead, the 

city can now use voter registrations held at the state level.
“Milford has maintained its federal registration rolls 

for the past many, many years, way before myself,” City 
Clerk Terri Hudson said. “And we have talked over  
the past several years about an easier process for our 
residents. I have been working on a number of software 
programs and with the Department of Elections and 
the county election offices. There’s been big changes 
and personnel there and there have been upgrades as 
far as electronic registrations. Now with the help of our 
city engineer and the GIS analysts, it’s going to be a 
much easier process. This is a very simple ordinance but 
it is going to have a big impact on our elections and, 
hopefully, better voter turnout.”

Councilman Dan Marabello asked if there had been 
any consideration of moving city elections to the same 
day as state and federal elections. Hudson stated that it 
had been brought up, but she was not sure that was  
permitted in Delaware with a few exceptions. If council 
did decide to move the election day for municipal  
elections, it would require a change to the city charter.

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
https://milfordlive.com/city-approves-voter-registration-changes/
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CULTURE

See BRIDGE on page 6

“We’ve had some pretty sophisticated graphic design 
in the way of renderings,” Svaby said. “We’d like to have 
a textured surface and we would add ADA accommo-
dations which will also be recognized in our ADA 
transition plan. The key to moving forward is to close 
out the design activities with final details that will  
include DNREC and DelDOT, of course. We’re going to 
identify funding to drive down exactly how we will pay 
for it.”

Councilman Todd Culotta asked if the textured  
surface would be pavers and Svaby explained they would 
actually be stamped concrete. Councilman Culotta  
suggested outlining and marking where the center said 
Kent and Sussex County would look nice.

“We can always enter final design details to make sure 
that the seal actually identifies that difference,” Svaby 

At a Council workshop, City Manager Mark Whitfield 
and Public Works director Mike Svaby provided  
Milford City Council with a preliminary design for the 
Walnut Street bridge. The goal is to create a speed  
deterrent, a pedestrian crossing and ADA access on the 
bridge.

“I believe I started working on this probably four years 
ago,” Whitfield said. “It would link the Riverwalk on 
both sides and create a focal point for the center of town. 
We had a local artist participate in the project and have 
been dealing with DelDOT regarding what we can and 
cannot do.”

Svaby began his presentation with a photo of what the 
bridge looked like presently, pointing out that it looked 
dated and, although it was sufficient and functional, 
there had been requests to create a more attractive 
downtown focal point.

COUNCIL SEES PRELIMINARY PLAN 
FOR WALNUT STREET BRIDGE

BY TERRY ROGERS

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.countybankdel.com/kasasa-cash-back.php
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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BRIDGE from page 5

said. “I think that was the intent. This is just a general 
rendering. The challenges we face here is we’ve got  
different agencies involved when we begin to work, the 
final design in the materials related to it. We’re going to 
have to work closely with DelDOT because of the weight 
and the original construction of the bridge. It’s not a 
demolition of the bridge in its entirety, it is just down to 
base layers. We have to be attentive to the materials 
we’re putting on and what kind of weight the base  
construction of the bridge can support.”

In addition to working with DelDOT, Svaby explained 
that they would also have to work closely with DNREC.

“There is concern about debris in demolition of the 
top layers of asphalt falling in the river,” Svaby said. “So, 
we will be working closely with DNREC to make sure 
the waterway is covered and secured so nothing falls in 
there in the process of clearing out the old paving and 
concrete.”

Cost is another factor, according to Svaby. The initial 
cost estimate was a little low and the capital budget line 
item for the upgrades is $425,000. The higher amount 
came from escalators related to supply chain difficulties 
and COVID-related employment. Svaby is also concerned 
about the availability of contractors for a project of this 
magnitude.

“I might add that there’s a lot of interest from a number 
of different agencies in this project and that it’s the  
center focal point to the downtown,” Whitfield said. “It 
has an ADA component. It has an art component. It has 
a parks component in that we’re joining two sections of 
the Riverwalk. It has a traffic calming component in 

that it is a raised deck and will act as a speed deterrent. 
So DelDOT has been very much interested in this project. 
And I think one of the next hurdles for us, obviously, 
we welcome any support that you could give us in  
securing additional funding, whether it’s through  
DelDOT, our state legislators or other sources, DNREC, 
parks. I think it’s an exciting project. Again, it is a focal 
point for our downtown. Our next job is to sell the  
project to all the different agencies and secure additional 
funding to see it happen.”

Councilman Culotta suggested that using pavers 
would provide an opportunity to sell sponsorships as a 
way to finance the project. Svaby stated that it is possible 
another municipality had used pavers over stamped 
concrete which could be included as part of the bid process.

“My only reservation is that it is going too slow,” 
Councilman Jason James said. “I would like to see this 
project accelerated.”

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/council-sees-preliminary-plan-for-walnut-street-bridge/
http://www.domore24delaware.org/
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See BLUHM on page 10

BUSINESS

Sara Bluhm, the Eco-
nomic Development and 
Community Engagement 
Administrator for the city 
of Milford recently spoke 
at the monthly Milford 
Conversation, held at the 

First Presbyterian Church. Bluhm explained how economic 
development worked in the city and provided insight 
into projects within the city. Bluhm gave some back-
ground about herself at the start of the meeting.

“Everyone in this room probably knows me as Sara 
Pletcher, but effective Dec. 31, I am now Sara Bluhm, 
pronounced bloom like the flower,” Bluhm said. “I gradu-
ated in 2004 from Milford and went to a university near 
Westchester, Pennsylvania. When I started, it was an 
all-women’s school and when I left, it was not. I studied 
communications with a minor in graphic design. When 
I was in high school, I was like, ‘I am never coming back 
to this town.’ And then, I had the opportunity to join 
AmeriCorps with Sussex County Habitat for Humanity 
in Georgetown.”

After a year of service with AmeriCorps, Bluhm took 
a position at Growmark FS, bought a house and joined 
Downtown Milford Inc. before becoming a member of 

BLUHM EXPLAINS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS IN 
MILFORD
BY TERRY ROGERS

the Planning Commission. She joked that sometimes 
you had to “eat your words.” She left Growmark in 2017 
to join Zephyr Conferences after writing her master’s 
thesis on the craft beer industry. When COVID hit, 
conferences went away and, when City Council posted 
the position for the economic development director, 
Bluhm put her name in the hat and was hired a few 
months later.

“The city has a story to tell, and no one was telling 
that story,” Bluhm said. “Unfortunately, the city gets the 
brunt of a lot of disgruntled things. We get blamed for a 
lot of things and it’s not always true. To have somebody 
on the other end being proactive and telling that story, 
it’s important.”

The 2020 census numbers arrived in the city recently 
and Bluhm stated that Milford had 11,190 people living 
in approximately 10 square miles. The top industries 
are manufacturing, healthcare and social services as 
well as retail. According to Bluhm, one of the most  
exciting things the city has done recently is purchase 
the Fry Farm on the corner of Milford Harrington 
Highway and Canterbury Road.

“Economic development is funny,” Bluhm said. “People 
think we need a Texas Roadhouse or a Target or we need 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.fseactionfund.org/
https://mountaire.com/
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BLUHM from page 9

See BLUHM on page 11

X, Y, Z. What I have learned in the past 10 months is 
that those things are not really economic development. 
Economic development is purchasing land and having 
the ability to bring in warehousing and industrial, 
something that is going to create hundreds of jobs. I 
think we are all familiar with the housing in this town. 
I mean, through COVID, we were seeing 50 settlements 
a month come through our Customer Service Department 
and we were averaging 20 a month before COVID. So, 
the housing market is booming. But we can have the 
housing stock but if we don’t have anywhere for those 
people to work, we’re never going to get the Texas Road-
house or the Target, so it all plays together.”

The industrial park planned for the Fry Farm will not 
be a quick process. Although the city settled on the 
property in December and Bluhm knows people want 
to see things happening on the property immediately, 
the project will take time. She stated that there are  
utilities on the property, including a gas line that runs 
the perimeter of the property, but the electric and  
sewer lines are not enough to withstand the amount of 
industry expected to be placed there. The city hopes to 
put a water tower in the area which means they have to 
dig for wells and there will be the need for stormwater 
ponds and road systems as well.

“We won’t have retail out there,” Bluhm said. “There 
will not be a WaWa, nothing that will compete with 
anything that’s already out on 113. The front edge right 
now is zoned Business Professional or Business Park 
and that could be something very similar to what you 
see at the Boys and Girls Club. You’ve got dentist offices 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.mamamaria.com/
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BLUHM from page 10

out there, doctors offices, those types, more engineering 
offices, more professional type offices and then behind 
that is light industrial, which could be a warehouse, 
manufacturing, logistics, anything like that.”

The one amenity the Fry Farm does not have that  
often attracts the type of business that would need ware-
house space is rail access. In the industrial world, rail 
access provides an easy method for shipping. However, 
when staff looked for property that would be suitable 
for a large warehouse, the Fry Farm was chosen, for one, 
because it was for sale. Other land had rail access, but 
they were not for sale or they were not annexed into the city.

When asked if she was aware of a logistics park 
planned for Harrington, Bluhm said that she was and 
that it was underway, However, she did not see the park 
as competition for Milford. She explained that e-com-
merce was taking over and that there was just not 
enough warehouse space. Bluhm explained that 99  
percent of the available warehouse space was leased now 
and there were developers who were able to lease  
warehouses they had not even constructed yet. The city 
anticipates completion of the Fry Farm in about 18 
months.

“We’re going after site readiness funds that the state 
has announced is available through grants,” Bluhm said. 
“There are two levels, and we are applying for level one 
which is up to $100,000. This will help cover the engi-
neering costs, traffic impact studies and the concept 
master plans, soft costs that people don’t necessarily 
think about. Hopefully, in the budget it is up to be renewed 
for fiscal year 2023 at the state level so we can go for 

See BLUHM on page 12
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level two which is when we are ready to put shovels in 
the ground. It can be up to a $1 million grant so that 
would take pressure off taxpayer dollars. I will also say 
that the purchase of the Fry Farm was not part of a  
recent tax increase. We used reserves that were sitting 
in the bank not making any money. The goal here is to 
break even. We will replace what money we took out as 
we sell off lots. We don’t want to make cash from the 
purchase, just create jobs.”

Other land purchased by the city includes about 19 
acres near the former Rookery that they hope to keep as 
green and open space. The land is not far from river 
access and the city is hoping to put in soccer fields, base-
ball fields or other outdoor recreation options, Bluhm 
explained. Although it may not appear that this type  
of space is part of economic development, Bluhm  
explained that it does provide for better living. She also 
is involved in the Waterways Infrastructure and  
Investment Network created when a national press  
organization reported that the Mispillion River water-
shed was a multi-million dollar opportunity.

“This network looks at how we can preserve the area, 
but also have economic development,” Bluhm said. “We 
look at what it would look like if we have businesses that 
offer boat rides or whatever it might be and includes  
everything from Milford to Slaughter Beach. I think 
this is a great resource out there.”

The Milford Wellness Village, located in the former 
Milford Memorial Hospital vacated when Bayhealth 
moved to their Sussex Campus, is another great addition 
to Milford, Bluhm stated. She suggested that anyone 

BLUHM from page 11

See BLUHM on page 13

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
http://milfordsouthernstates.com


13

who had not been to the Milford Wellness Village should 
do so.

“There is a cafe that is open to the public for breakfast 
and lunch,” Bluhm said. “Mier Gelley who purchased the 
property, walks the walk and talks the talk. Everything 
he said he was going to do, he is doing. He’s filling it 
with tenants that I think are good for the community. 
He’s also invested his own money and time into his 
business. The PACE Program, I know he won’t appreciate 
me saying this, I call it adult daycare, but it’s so much 
more than that. If you have a loved one that is elderly, 
that needs respite, they can go there for the day. They 
have showers, there’s a hair salon, there’s rehab, there’s 
food service. They’re waiting on their final approvals 
from the health department to open, but it’s beautiful. 
It’s where the old ER was. Polaris is the assisted living 
and they just opened Phase II of that. I think we need 
those beds just as much. Everyone was like, well, we have 
Genesis, we have Milford Place, but we have an aging 
population and I don’t really see it as competition.”

When she first started with the city, Bluhm began 
working with Bill Clifton who owned The Brick Restau-
rant in Georgetown. The building was leased to the state 
for offices and Clifton closed that location. Since that 
time, he has been looking for a location in Milford and 
Bluhm has been working with him to find space. He is 
a Milford native, and his mother owns Fortunata’s  
Bakery. Bluhm explained that he needed time to close 
out The Brick, regroup and figure out his next steps. In 
addition, the Food Bank purchased 11 acres in the  
Milford Business Park next to the Veteran’s Home. They 

BLUHM from page 12

See BLUHM on page 14
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plan to break ground on a new building this spring and 
have put their current building up for sale. Bluhm is 
working with them to find temporary facilities if their 
building sells before the new building is ready.

“We’ve heard from a retail developer outside of Phila-
delphia who really thinks Milford and this area is 
growing and he has called and talked to us a couple of 
times,” Bluhm said. “We’ve got ideas at this point, large 
commercial tracts, we have a lot of it in the city. That’s 
why we don’t like for people to come in and buy land 
and then try to get it rezoned for something else. We 
have a significant amount of commercial property al-
ready zoned, I think over 150 acres, down Route 1 and 
Route 113. It’s just a matter of time until the people who 
own it are either willing to give it up or do something 
with it, but there’s definitely interest.”

Another part of Bluhm’s job is business retention, 
helping businesses address issues that will allow them 
to remain in Milford. She recently helped Euphoric 
Herbals find warehouse space to help her manage her 
growing e-commerce. Bluhm found a location on Air-
port Road that will allow the owner to continue her 
e-commerce while still keeping her retail shop open.

“We have new investors downtown,” Bluhm said. 
“Obviously, Zack and Marissa have the Penney Square 
building and just announced they purchased the old 
M&T Bank building. So, you know, they’re young and 
they’re excited and they want to see Milford grow. I think, 
again, there’s people that walk the walk and talk the 
talk. The Parker Group just purchased Millie’s old spot 
here on the corner. They are going to put apartments  

upstairs and have retail downstairs. I think they are going 
to have two offices and then, hopefully, a restaurant.”

Bluhm explained that people often comment that 
someone purchased a building a long time ago,  
wondering why nothing had changed or been done with 
the building. She stated that the historic preservation 
portion of a renovation takes a long time. If a building 
is historic, the owner cannot touch the building until 
the historic preservation experts review it to see what 
they can and cannot do. She also mentioned that Art 
Helmick, owner of the Milford Movies Six received  
approval for land near the theater at a recent council 
meeting.

“He has purchased the property and the one next 
door, the ERA building,” Bluhm said. “He plans to  
revamp that whole space, which I’m pretty excited about 
because that’s kind of the entrance into Milford and, 
right now, not very pretty. So, it will be bringing some 
life back into that area. We do not know what, he has 
two fast food chains that are looking at that and he is 
not ready to tell us who it is which is smart. Because 
until you have a signed contract, you need to keep that 
information close, unlike the guy who announced that 
Aldi’s was coming at the council meeting way before he 
should have.”

Since Bluhm has been with the city, she has attended 
between 10 and 15 ribbon cuttings. She also created a 
business newsletter that is sent to anyone who has a 
business license in the city who have provided an email 
address. She created the Milford Advantages flyer for 
those who are looking at opening a business in Milford. 

BLUHM from page 13

See BLUHM on page 15

 LEARN MORE >> 

  NEW FACILITY.  
 MORE SERVICES.
Nemours Children’s Health System at 
the Bayhealth Sussex Campus is open!  
Nemours and Bayhealth are working together 
to bring comprehensive care for all ages to 
one convenient location on the Bayhealth 
Sussex Campus. Just steps away from the 
new Bayhealth Hospital and Outpatient 
Center and easily accessible from Route 1, 
this brand new location will provide a variety 
of services closer to home for the diverse, 
growing communities we serve.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.bayhealth.org
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The flyer is also available on the city website, Grow in 
Milford. This is a new site that will make business  
resources more accessible.

“The building inventory knowledge, this is something 
I have gone around with DMI and the Economic Devel-
opment Committee,” Bluhm said. “Everyone kind of 
knows what’s available but how do you access that  
information and does it come off once it leaves the  
market? There’s the Delaware Prosperity Partnership 
which stemmed from DEDO and they have developed a 
Zoom Prospector. It is national software, but anyone 
can go in and add building inventory. So, if there is  
vacant space, it can go onto this, realtors can add it, I 
can add it, anyone can really have an account and add 
to it. I am trying to keep that updated and will link that 
directly to the Milford site and the Grow Milford site.”

Bluhm offers presentations to businesses for new  
employee orientation or simply to encourage people to 
live in Milford. She has done presentations at Milford 
School District for new teacher orientation and Bay-
health when they started their residency program. She 
stated that those are the people who want to live in  
Milford, pointing out that approximately 70 percent of 
residents end up living where they did their residency. 
The city is also providing 10 percent of their American 
Rescue Act Plan (ARPA) funding as grants to non-profit 
organizations.

“It’s pretty much up to about a $50,000 grant level,” 
Bluhm said. “The grant application is on our website. 
Any non-profit who is looking for funding, I recommend 
them to apply. The grant must fit into ARPA guidelines 

BLUHM from page 14

and all that is explained on the website.”
In addition to her other duties, Bluhm has also been 

instrumental in creating what will be an app called My 
Milford. The app will allow someone to report issues 
that they see, such as a pothole, incorrect curbing or 
uneven sidewalk. They can open the app, take a photo 
and send it in as a report. Other citizens who see the 
same problem can open the app and see that someone 
else has reported it. They can then follow the progress 
to see when the situation has been resolved.

“There is a social engagement aspect to it, but it will 
actually make less work for us,” Bluhm said. “We won’t 
get phone calls to report the same problem five or 10 
times. Things like ‘my trash wasn’t picked up.’ I get that 
one a lot. The app will streamline the requests as they 
come through and they get directly assigned. So a  
sidewalk issue goes directly to Public Works. We are 
getting a new ERP, but that will be a two-year process 
and we did not want to wait that long for an app. We 
also now have Bucky, named for the Milford  
Buccaneers, who is a chatbot on our website. He crawls 
the website so if you have a question, you can ask him 
things like how do I get a building permit, how do I  
report a problem or an outage. We actually used it for 
the recent storm. We are really just trying to cut down 
on customer service calls because, as you can imagine, 
it can get pretty overwhelming. And with COVID,  
people are working from home, when we close our  
lobby, people can only use the drive thru for all of those 
things.”

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/bluhm-explains-economic-development-process-in-milford/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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MILFORDSCHOOLDISTRICT.ORG

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR THE
SUCCESS OF ALL STUDENTS 

The mission of Milford School District is to ensure that
all students receive a comprehensive, personalized and

quality education in a safe, supportive learning
environment where students can gain the knowledge,

skills, attitudes, and values that will enable each of
them to achieve success in their life pursuits.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.cbanker.com/
https://www.milfordschooldistrict.org/
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just kind of a sluggish environment for spending, not 
just in terms of getting through the projects we were 
actively completing and pursuing, but also at the start 
of FY 2021.”

Vitola explained that there is still a lot of uncertainty 
surrounding COVID and what its impact will be on 
revenues, which required many projects to be pushed to 
the second half of 2021 which is why that year has such 
a significantly higher amount of funding left to spend. 
Since some projects were pushed to late 2021, others 
were pushed into 2022, increasing the balance of funds 
for that year as well. Some of the projects included in 
the presentation are funded by a mix of sources.

“A good example of that is the Mispillion Street  
project which is wrapping up,” Vitola said. “About 
$500,000 of that $3.8 million that you see spent in total 
to date is different by $100,000 to $200,000. Some  
sections of the Mispillion Street project spread out 
through the divisions, for example. There’s some street 
work and curb and sidewalk work there, but also some 
stormwater there and water and sewer rates as part of 
that project. So, we look at it in terms of one compre-
hensive project and it is bid that way. We have one 
streamlined vendor that was doing all the work, but 
when it comes down to funding, it’s difficult to present 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

At a recent workshop, Milford City Council heard  
details on the status of Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP) approved in late 2020. The projects include those 
dealing with water, sewer, streets and more. The  
presentation began with financial data presented by 
City Financial director, Lou Vitola.

“We typically show three years because council  
approvals carry a three-year life,” Vitola said. “In most 
cases, projects in the inner service funds expire after a 
year. And, of course, if there’s a large project with some 
sort of grant agreement or some sort of large purchase 
commitment or construction contract, then the  
contract is approved by council, signed by the mayor 
and the funding is in place. That will have the life of the 
underlying contract.”

According to documents provided in the packet, the 
CIP projects total $22.85 million over the three years. 
The approvals include $1.91 million in FY2020, $4.16 
million in FY2021 and $16.78 million in FY2022. Vitola 
explained that the city was making great progress on 
projects and that, for a while, it seemed that spending 
was occurring in “dribs and drabs”

“As you know, we were first dealing with the impacts 
of COVID,” Vitola said. “And even before we had staff-
ing shortages and impacts of that nature. It really was 

COUNCIL HEARS DETAILS ON FUNDING FOR 
ON CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
BY TERRY ROGERS

See PROJECTS on page 20

it on one consolidated space.”
Vitola also pointed out that there is a lag between 

when projects begin and when invoicing is issued. 
“From time to time, the construction company or the 
project managers put together an invoice,” Vitola said. 
“It is signed and notarized and sent to us. We then code 
it in and pay the invoice. So, there could be as much as 
a 30, 50-to-60-day timeframe between shovels go in the 
ground and we have a paper invoice which is when the 
dollars are reflected in reports. So, even though this  
report is dated Dec. 31, it is 26 days old already, and 
those invoices were posted in December for work that 
may have been done in October.”

Vitola stated that the some of the projects identified 
by Public Works totaled $1.4 billion which the Finance 
Department broke down by year. He expected $275,000 
in Municipal Street Aid each year and those amounts 
were reflected in the CIP report. In addition, some of 
the projects may be eligible for American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funds. He also explained that some of the 
projects had not been funded yet but were identified as 
problems.

“We have an existing street assessment that serves to 
inform us about the priorities of spending for those 
three lines,” Vitola said. “And we’re actually undertaking 
a renewed street assessment now that will probably be 
ready in the next 90 to 120 days. Based on information 
that gives us, we may be able to review priorities, realign 
some of the spending.”

After Vitola presented the financial aspects of the CIP 
projects, Mike Svaby, Director of Public Works, and 
James Puddicombe, city engineer, provided details on 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
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PROJECTS from page 19

some of the projects proposed in the city. Svaby  
explained that the city had hoped to hold off on con-
structing a pole building until a new electric 
superintendent could be hired.

“We’re halfway through the year at this point,” Svaby 
said. “It’s been determined that we’re not going to have 
an electric superintendent in place shortly. We’re going 
to move forward with the pole building project and  
begin to scope that out and get that out.”

Mayor Archie Campbell asked how the search for the 
electric superintendent was proceeding and Svaby  
explained that they were consistently reaching out for 
qualified personnel, but there were not a lot of them out 
there. Mayor Campbell asked if positions under the 
electric superintendent had been filled.

“We’re actually full up now in terms of staffing the 
electric division,” Svaby said. “We have a very good 
spread of expertise. From the senior-most people, you 
know, qualified journeymen all the way down to ground 
techs, so that going forward, as attrition occurs with 
people moving on in their career, we have a good spread 
of people from the most educated and prepared for 
those that are coming through the ranks.”

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

The City of Milford Cap-
ital Improvement Project 
(CIP) plan includes many 
projects related to water in 
the city. These projects  
include addressing water 
issues in Southeast Mil-
ford as well as abandoning 
concrete asbestos pipe 
throughout the city. The 
first project discussed at a 

recent workshop was replacing an altitude valve at the 
Caulk water tower.

“Lead times are substantially long,” James Puddi-
combe, city engineer, said. “I spoke to Gillespie yesterday 
and they’re still waiting on some parts to come in. Once 
they come in, they’ll be assembled there at the Gillespie 
plant and then we’ll coordinate for crane placement and 
a plumber to plumb everything into the tower. So, I  
figured about four months lead time. We’re getting close 
to that, but talking to them yesterday, might be closer to 
five or six months.”

Another project on the CIP plan was actually several 
items, according to Puddicombe, and were designed to 
address water quality issues in Southeast Milford. The 
city hopes to drill a test well on 10th Street as well as 
replacing Well #16 in the southeastern portion of the city.

MILFORD CIP PLAN INCLUDES 
WATER PROJECTS

BY TERRY ROGERS

“We are hoping to get water into the Southeast area to 
offset the single well we have that is serving the hospital,” 
Puddicombe said. “Right now, we are actively pursuing 
the grant in evaluating our system on the whole in  
determining where the best location is for either a new 
well or to use existing well fields to push the water down 
to the Southeast area.”

Mayor Archie Campbell asked if Puddicombe was 
talking about a potential new well across Route 1 near 
10th Street. Puddicombe explained that the well near 
10th Street was designed to replace Well #1 which was 
past its useful life. Councilman Dan Marabello asked 
what the city was doing to make sure there was water 
for the many developments planned for Southeast Milford.

“This is one of the things we’re concerned about,” 
Puddicombe said. “With a large, 750,000-gallon tank, 
we can provide water. I don’t think that is the issue. It’s 
more an issue having a single well serve a critical system. 
That’s a bit concerning as well as the quality of water 
coming from that well is not as high as we’d like.”

City Manager Mark Whitfield explained that there 
were several challenges in the southeastern portion of 
the city. “One is, you know, we’ve been looking for a 
suitable wellfield in the Southeast area for some time,” 
Whitfield said. “And, really, the geology in that area is 
just not conducive for deep wells. So, we’re looking at 

See CIP on page 22
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other alternatives. That’s part of the study that James is 
talking about is, can we put in a series of shallow wells 
someplace? I think there are a lot of different alterna-
tives that we need to look at. Actually, I think some of 
the other challenges are in the wells that were installed 
at the Southeast tower never produced what we expected. 
We had hoped for wells that would produce 300 to 500 
gallons per minute and, with the two wells out there 
right now, we really only do, at best, 130 gallons a minute. 
Right now, we are down to one well because the other 
well is so high in iron that we just shut it off.”

Whitfield stated that Well #1 was located directly 
across from the library and was the oldest well in the 
city, installed in 1932. He explained that the screens are 
gone and that it had run its useful life. The city was unable 
to reconstitute the well at that location as minerals 
found in the soil would not allow a well at that spot,  
creating another challenge.

“We are in very good shape in terms of the amount of 
water that we’re producing,” Whitfield said. “To your 
point, Councilman Marabello, we’re looking forward to 
the future and how we’re going to take care of the loss of 
Well #1 as well as continue to grow in the southeast and 
deal with the non-producing wells that we have there 
right now.”

Puddicombe stated that the Front Street water line 
project was actively underway and that the water main 
itself was completed, pressurized, coordinated and  
connected to Fourth Street. The contractor was now 
going through to finish individual connections to the 
new service which was taking longer than expected.

CIP from page 21

“The delay is due to a myriad of issues,” Puddicombe 
said. “From found concrete vaults to high water levels, 
etc. So, they are working through that. We still antici-
pate they’ll be able to complete and button that portion 
of the project up and stay out of the TAP project’s way 
which should be coming here in the spring. It looks like 
they are hoping to bid that project out in the next four 
to five weeks.”

Councilman Brian Baer asked if the Front Street  
lines were designed to connect the new police station. 
Puddicombe stated that a portion of the project was to 
connect to the new police station, but that most of the 
project was for all of Northeast Front Street.”

“The primary reason for the waterline replacement is 
that it is an asbestos concrete pipe,” Whitfield said. 
“Whenever you do construction overtop of asbestos 
concrete pipe and you run a vibratory roller, you end up 
with a lot of leaks and broken pipe, so any place where 
we have a road project, where we do have asbestos  
concrete pipe, we tend to replace that prior to the project 
itself. That and the fact that concrete as specified is no 
longer being used, so it’s really prudent to get rid of it.”

Mayor Campbell asked if the city encapsulated the 
pipe when it was removed since it contained asbestos. 
Puddicombe stated that the pipe was not actually  
removed. Instead, the line was left in place, but filled 
with a flow hole granular material and encapsulated. 
He explained that there was no risk unless the pipe was 
actually crushed which meant removing it actually had 
a significantly higher risk than simply filling it and 
leaving it in place.

See CIP on page 23
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The city is also looking at establishing a water source 
east of Route 1 and has grant funding in place for the 
project. Puddicombe explained that this project was 
scheduled for FY 2024, but two developers were inter-
ested in developing land across the highway from the 
hospital and the city agreed in a long-term plan to  
provide water to that area.

“We’ve already begun the process of looking at some 
of this and we did bring information related to this  
potential project sometime about two-and-a-half 
months ago,” Puddicombe said. “So, this is just to keep 
it on your radar. There’s not a lot and we won’t take action 
to do any actual water main construction until we see 
that the developers actually intend to break ground.”

There are also plans to replace valves and hydrants 
throughout the city, many of which were included in 
FY2020. However, the city retains some funding in  
order to replace those that are found to be defective 
during testing in order to avoid a problem during an 
emergency. In addition to water projects, the CIP also 
includes several wastewater projects. Some of these are 
designed to address flooding in areas of Milford. Some 
of the projects are related to the concrete asbestos  
piping that exist in the sewer system as well.

“We have the 4th Street surface water drainage they 
are working through now,” Puddicombe said. “They 
completed some of the survey information and are  
trying to figure out the best solution. We should have 
those back in the next month or so. The grant expires 
in, I believe March, so the engineer is working now to 
determine where we can put some upstream sources to 
alleviate some of that flooding.”

CIP from page 22

A report has been provided to the city regarding the 
Truitt Avenue pumping station drainage area which  
indicated around $92,000 in repairs were necessary. 
There are also several improvements required on  
Washington Street, one of the older sections of the city. 
Puddicombe indicated that flooding occurs from  
Bicentennial Park, up through 4th Street and ends 
around the cemetery, covering about a fifth of the city.

“It is a rather substantial swath of land,” Puddicombe 
said. “The biggest problem is that there isn’t any land 
inland that we can use to store the water because that 
involves digging a pond and we’ve got to get the water 
to it. We either need to own the land or be able to  
acquire the land through the state or somebody to  
make it a worthwhile project. We obviously don’t want 
to take a house out or put something right next to a  
couple homes because that is not very valuable for the 
community or the city.”

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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“We pushed 4th Street out for both the flooding and 
because of the police station,” Puddicombe said. “We 
wanted to get some feedback on what was happening 
with those projects first before we went and paved  
anything. So, after the second group, we do have a list 
that goes out further. We have another two years of  
streets listed but depending on what comes back from 
the street inventory that is supposed to occur around 
mid-February or so, we may reconfigure some streets 
based on current conditions.”

Councilman Jason James commended the work done 
on Mispillion Street, stating that it was greatly im-
proved. “On that list, I can see the order of priority or 
when it’s going to happen is tied to sidewalks and the 
lead and the other things that are to be done in a  
comprehensive manner,” Councilman James said. “So, 
you plan this, so you are one and done, doing all the 
work in a particular area?”

Puddicombe confirmed that Councilman James was 
correct.

SEVERAL STREET PROJECTS 
INCLUDED IN CIP FOR MILFORD

BY TERRY ROGERS

Milford’s Capital Improvement Plan includes several 
street projects, including a few that are now complete. 
The CIP includes street projects totaling almost $3.5  
million over three years.

“The Mispillion Street project is pretty much buttoned 
up,” James Puddicombe, city engineer, said. “I think 
there is just one outstanding item that was on backorder 
and it’s going to take some time to fix the railing on the 
step. Other than that, the project is pretty much done. 
We have started on Fisher Avenue to address some  
flooding issues there.”

Puddicombe explained that catch basins have been 
added to address some of the flooding on Fisher  
Avenue. North Street is part of the CIP, but because the 
road is fairly busy, the city does not want to begin work 
during cold weather as they would be unable to patch 
any section of the road they opened up. Other streets on 
the list include 3rd, 5th, North, Northeast Second, New, 
Southeast Second and Church Streets as well as Kings 
Highway and Park Avenue.

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS “I know we have Southeast Front on the list,”  
Puddicombe said. “With the new TAP plan, we’ll likely 
see some shifting of some of that stuff because we have 
a parking lot on that street, and we have a streetscape 
plan and now the bridge getting replaced by DelDOT.  
It doesn’t make a lot of sense to repave a road only to 
have heavy equipment driving over it and destroying it 
next year. So, we are trying to coordinate some of that 
across DelDOT, you know, water problems, sewer  
problems, we are trying to do this as a holistic approach 
as best we can.”

In addition to street projects, Puddicombe explained 
that letters had gone out regarding sidewalk issues  
either reported to the city or found during inspections.

“We’ve received a plethora of phone calls and are 
working on them as fast as we can,” Puddicombe said. 
“Sometimes, they don’t leave a name or number and 
just say they want to talk about sidewalks. So, trying to 
track those folks down as best we can to answer any 
questions they have regarding the sidewalk program. 
We anticipate on getting that out and beginning work 
on that in the spring.”

Puddicombe reminded council that the city had to  
allow homeowners who wanted to do the work them-
selves 90 days from the notice their sidewalk needed 
repair which can delay the process somewhat. Council-
man Dan Marabello asked if this included all sidewalks, 
including those owned by the city. Puddicombe stated 
that it did, although the city did not send itself a notice.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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STREET SCAPING AND PARKING LOT CHANGES 
PLANNED IN MILFORD

BY TERRY ROGERS

At a recent workshop, Milford City Council heard from 
City Engineer James Puddicombe about several chang-
es to parking lots and updates to streetscaping as part of 
the Capital Improvement Plan. The streetscaping and 
parking lot changes were currently in the design phase and 
will be brought before council in the next few months.

“The first is the North Washington Street streets-
cape,” Puddicombe said. “We requested an RFP for 
some design work that would include not only North 
Washington Street but also Southwest Front Street,  
Park Avenue and Denny Row which are all due for 
streetscapes in the next three years. What we want to do 
is provide a good level of consistency, so we are not  
getting wildly different location streets in the down-
town area.”

The estimated cost for the North Washington Street 
streetscaping is $200,000 and the city hopes to cover the 
cost with grant funding. In addition to the streetscap-
ing, the CIP also includes upgrades to the Park Avenue 
parking lot as well as one located on the corner of  
Northeast Front and Washington Streets. Councilman 
Brian Baer asked what upgrades were planned for Park 
Avenue.

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

“In looking back, it seems council just wanted us to 
reconfigure that parking lot because it is not the  
greatest of configurations,” Puddicombe said. “So, we 
are looking at basically pulling out the islands and  
getting that thing into a better working condition and 
also doing a streetscape on a next-door street. It may 
involve an entrance or something in addition to that, 
but I would expect there be some relatively substantial 
improvements to the parking layout.” Councilman Baer 
commended the upgrades, commenting that it was a 
parking lot that was difficult to maneuver.

Councilman Andy Fulton asked if there would be  
additional parking spaces in the lot once it was recon-
figured.

“I don’t really because the parking study that was done 
for downtown showed an excess of parking,” Puddi-
combe said. “Now, when I say we wouldn’t probably 
increase the parking in that parking lot, that doesn’t 
mean overall parking might not go up slightly. If the 
streetscape calls for on-street parking on Park Avenue 
or something, those free parking areas can be offset a 
little bit and that’s part of the reason we want to look at 
this holistically. You don’t want to just take away  
parking spots right there and then not be able to offset 
them if they are needed. So, all in all, I would anticipate 
a balance, maybe a plus or minus a couple of spots, but 
for the most parts, those parking spots would remain or 

if they need to be removed, we would pick them up in 
another parking lot or nearby street area.”

The other parking lot that is listed as part of the CIP 
is located on the corner of Northeast Front and  
Washington Streets. Puddicombe explained that there 
were designs created before he began working with the 
city that included reconfiguring as well as the removal 
of some islands. He felt this lot could be configured for 
more spaces, but the main purpose was to make the 
traffic flow more fluid.

“I have a question about some of the streets which are 
very narrow and two-way,” Councilman Dan Marabello 
asked. “Are we thinking about possibly making some of 
them one way which will give us a better flow of traffic 
as well as more parking spaces?”

Puddicombe stated that a decision like that would be 
up to council and that the engineering department 
would create several options for council to review. He 
explained that if council felt a two-way street should  
become one-way, they could make that decision.  
Councilman Baer suggested that the parking lot at 
Northeast Front and Washington Street be given a  
higher priority as it was located on a street where many 
people traveled into or through Milford.

The cost for all the parking lot upgrades is estimated 
at $200,000 but there is not a funding source identified 
at this time.
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SCHOOLS UNLIKELY TO LIFT MASK 
MANDATE EARLY, DESPITE PARENT PLEAS

BY BETSY PRICE

Gov. John Carney announced Feb. 7 that he would lift 
his indoor mask mandate Feb. 11—except for schools, 
where masks are required until March 31.

On Feb. 8, parent Benjamin Kennedy asked the  
Appoquinimink School District Board to not wait and 
to get rid of masks in schools on Feb. 11. The next night, 
parent Brandon Bushon asked the Red Clay Consolidat-
ed School District Board to get rid of masks on Feb. 11 
when Carney’s indoor mask demand expires.

Delaware Superintendent of Education Mark Holodick 
said it’s not likely to happen. “While that may sound good, 
our 19 superintendents and charter leaders as a whole 
would not agree with that,” Holodick said Feb. 10. “They 
need time.”

Kennedy pointed out to the Appo board that other 
countries have removed school mask mandates and stud-
ies that said masks didn’t have much effect on slowing 
the spread of the virus. But masks do have a negative 
impact on grammar, active learning, facial recognition 

and social cue development, he said.
“I definitely don’t want to be controversial,” he said. “I 

would just like to plead with the board to make a deter-
mination based on findings from some leading health 
organizations in the world. Please end the school mask 
mandate and if not please let me know…the scientific 
rationale for why it would remain in place.”

Bushon issued a more fiery challenge to the Red Clay 
board. “These illogical and irrational mass policies have 
done nothing but harm our children,” he said. “Yet, I 
still hear people wonder why our kids’ composite scores 
have dropped significantly over the past few years.”

His own two children have experienced headaches, 
nosebleeds and overall focus issues, he said. “Our children 
deserve to have an optimal learning environment,” he 
said. “They’ve been through enough the past 23 months.”

Holodick said school district superintendents and 
their boards need to consider the data in their schools and 
communities so they can make the best policy decisions 

EDUCATION
for their districts.

“The governor is not saying students should not or 
cannot wear masks in schools,” Holodick said. “That’s 
not what he’s saying. That’s certainly not what I’m saying. 
Instead, he is saying we are lifting an emergency order 
and the state is no longer requiring this in schools, 
which moves the responsibility of making that decision 
to the local level.”

Among information that school districts need to con-
sider is data and guidance coming from the Delaware 
Division of Public Health and the Centers of Disease 
Control so the district can set policy about masking, 
contact tracing and quarantining, Holodick said.

He pointed out that boards usually don’t make snap 
decisions and announcements. Board meetings gener-
ally are scheduled so that discussions are public and 
plans are effectively communicated with their families 
even before votes are taken, he said.

That alone usually takes more than one month, he 
said. “So there needs to be time for them to prepare to 
make that decision and time to analyze all of the infor-
mation, the guidance and data so that their decision 
makes the most sense for their students, schools and 
families,” he said.

The decision won’t be an easy one, no matter what a 
board chooses, he said.

“No matter what they opt to do exactly will make 
some people happy, and others not so much,” Holodick 
said. “And that’s the nature of the current climate.”
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MILFORD REMOVING 
LEAD WATER LINES

BY TERRY ROGERS

One of the projects discussed at a recent City Council 
workshop dealt with the replacement of water lines that 
contained lead throughout the city. The removal of 
those lines is anticipated to cost just over $1 million 
throughout the city, according to the Capital Improve-
ment Plan. During the discussion, Councilman Brian 
Baer questioned whether homes in the city had plumb-
ing that contained lead.

“The short answer is almost definitely,” James Puddi-
combe, city engineer, said. “The long answer is that 
there is a new lead rule that went into effect the first of 
the year which makes it the city’s responsibility to find 
out. So, that is an upcoming item in the inventory  
process that we will go through. I believe it is December 
2024 that is the due date for that.”

Puddicombe explained that the city was currently  
focused on removing all lead lines from the city side of 
the system. The new regulation will require the city to 
replace any lead lines from the meter to the side of the 

HEALTH

house while the homeowner will be responsible for  
replacing any lead lines inside their home.

“We have been working with the same group that did 
the Lights On Milford Strong program,” Mark Whitfield, 
city manager, said. “They did a Healthy Homes assess-
ment in a number of homes in the city and did find lead 
water lines within those homes. There are programs out 
there for dealing with lead water lines in homes, so we 
continue to work with that group to identify funding 
that might be available that homeowners would be able 
to apply for and have their homes remediated. That is 
an ongoing project, and we continue to work on it.”

Councilman Baer felt that this was an important  
project, and that the city should undertake it as soon as 
possible.

“I just want to follow up on Councilman Baer’s ques-
tion,” Councilman Jason James said. “Thank you, James, 
for identifying that it is the city’s responsibility up to 
the meter but not inside the home. But, once we know 
that to the meter of the house that there is lead, do we 
have a responsibility to just notify the homeowner?”

Puddicombe stated that the rule was delayed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency for precisely that 
reason as the city does not own the piping from the meter 
to the house.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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At the start of last week, the Milford boys’ basketball 
team was sitting at 8-8 after a Saturday win at Saint 
Mark’s. With the season winding down, this Milford 
team has started to play with a greater sense of urgency, 
knowing that a solid run to finish the season could land 
it in the state tournament. Last Thursday, the Bucca-
neers had a chance to make it three wins in a row as 
they hosted Red Lion Christian Academy.

While Milford would win by the impressive score of 
72-41, the final score did not even begin to demonstrate 
the dominance that Milford displayed in the game. The 
game was truly over in the first quarter as the Bucca-
neers put the clamps on defensively and on offense, they 
took advantage of the turnovers they created with  
numerous fast break opportunities. Even when Red 
Lion was able to get back on defense and play its 2-1-2 
zone, Milford was able to answer it. While the Bucs were 
able to penetrate the zone, they were also able to shoot 
over it, making for a deadly offensive combination.  
Junior Andrew Kravitz and senior Jordan Norman 
would each record three 3-pointers in the first frame, 
with Kravitz totaling 15 points in the quarter. “It is  
really nice when the basket is looking big like it was  
tonight. We were all feeling it tonight and when that 
happens, we can be really hard to stop. To start the game 

BUCCANEERS 
STARTING TO ROLL
BY KEVIN EICKMAN

SPORTS

See BUCS on page 32
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the way we did, really shows what we are capable of,” 
said Kravitz, who was the game’s high scorer with those 
15 points.

What Milford was capable of was amassing a 28-5 lead 
after the first stanza. With a lead of that nature, it  
enabled Milford to empty the bench and get its younger 
players significant playing time. With Kravitz and most 
of the other starters secure on the bench, Milford was 
still able to maintain the lead it had built. With the 
younger players on the court, gaining quality minutes it 
bodes well to where the direction the team is heading. 
“It was really great to get the younger guys, or guys that 
don’t get a lot of time lots of game action tonight. That 
is part of building confidence, because there is no  
substitute for game action,” Coach Lamarr Shorts said.

One of the game’s more interesting plays came at the 
beginning of the fourth quarter as sophomore Neysen 
Legros got the ball on the break and was able to slam it 
home. It wasn’t just the fans who enjoyed it, all the starters 
who were cooled down and just sitting on the bench 
went wild as well. It was exactly what the starters did 
every time the Buccaneers made a play, they cheered for 
them very enthusiastically. “You can only start five guys, 
but you need to understand that the guys that saw  
minutes tonight earned them. We aren’t five starters 
and the rest; we are a team. So, we are always pulling for 
each other, because we all care about each other,” Kravitz 
said.

BUCS from page 31

This will be a huge week for Milford as it hosts Caesar 
Rodney Thursday, followed by Sussex Tech Friday  
(Senior Night). To keep its tournament hopes alive,  
Milford will undoubtedly need to win both games. 
While playing back-to-back games is never easy, Coach 
Shorts believes his team will be up for the challenge. 
“We are definitely coming together as a squad; we have 
been playing well the last few games and need to keep it 
up.” When asked what the key would be for Milford, 
Shorts didn’t hesitate. “We need to come out like we did 
tonight. We have come out flat in some games and paid 
a price for it. I think the team is at a point now where 
they understand what it takes and hopefully, they will 
take the lessons they learned this year and put them to 
good use,” he said.
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STAY CONNECTED

Photo BY hillel brandes

PHONE: 302-542-9231

For News & Information: news@delawarelive.com
To Advertise With Us: shupe@delawarelive.com 

instagram.com/milford_live/

twitter.com/live_delaware

facebook.com/delawarelivenews/

Watch Delaware Live on YouTube!

linkedin.com/company/delaware-live-news

MILFORD LIVE IS YOUR 
SOURCE FOR NEWS AND  

INFORMATION IN THE 
GREATER MILFORD, 

DELAWARE AREA. STAY 
CONNECTED WITH US BY 

PHONE, EMAIL OR ON  
SOCIAL MEDIA BY 

CLICKING ON THE LINKS.
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Without these collaborators,  
this outlet would not be 
possible:

Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in 
working alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing 
campaigns, through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech 
Community College, and Delaware Department of Health to small 
shops like Fur Baby Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto 
Tuscan Restaurant, we customize each plan to optimize the needs 
of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to 
see how we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with 
me in our virtual office:  https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com

Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning

MilfordLive @Milfordlive
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