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HEADLINES

GROUND BROKEN FOR NEW 
MILFORD POLICE STATION

BY TERRY ROGERS

On Wednesday, July 27, city and state officials broke 
ground for the new Milford Police Station, which will 
be constructed across the street from the current station. 
Construction is expected to be completed by March 2023.

“This is a big day for Milford,” Mayor Archie Camp-
bell said. “It is great for us to be building this police 
station right here. It is a big day not only for Milford, 
but for the chief, for council and everyone else who has 
worked so hard for this to happen.”

Mayor Campbell pointed out that he was happy to  
begin construction on the new building but sad that he 
was losing his “buddy,” Chief Kenneth Brown who will 
retire the first of August. When he announced his  
retirement, Chief Brown stated that he had hoped to  
remain through the construction, but his wife, who 
owns a funeral home in Laurel, needed his help there.

“I just want to thank everyone for attending today,” 
Rep. Bryan Shupe, who served as Milford’s mayor for See POLICE on page 4

several years, said. “This is the exciting point where we 
get to break ground. There’s been so much that has led 
up to this point for decades. I remember being the mayor 
and working on this. Before I was there, other members 
of council were working on this. Councilwoman  
[Katrina] Wilson, I remember you working on this in 
committee. This has taken us years and countless  
volunteers, countless hours of council meetings with 
the public in order to make sure that they have what 
they want from their local police force.”

Shupe, now a state representative, also thanked the 
first responders for being patient.

“While dealing with an outdated building, they have 
been able to serve our community and protect our  
citizens,” Rep. Shupe said. “Even without the resources 
they needed, they were patient, and this is our commit-
ment to them, demonstrating that we are invested in 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://elections.delaware.gov/
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you all. Thank you for staying on board to make sure 
that this comes to fruition starting today.”

In January 2021, Milford residents went to referen-
dum to approve the purchase of up to $20 million in 
bond bills in order to construct a new station. Of the 
586 voters, 390 (67%) voted to approve the sale of bonds 
to cover the cost of the new police station. Even before 
the passage of the referendum, the city announced that 
it would appoint a Police Facility Citizens Advisory 
Committee who would be responsible for project over-
sight and design before they were presented to council 
for final approval.

In 2022, Richard Y. Johnson & Son was selected as the 
project manager for the station and the final bid esti-
mates place the cost of the building at $16,171,916 
although the city will only need to borrow $15,366,322, 
placing the cost well below the $20 million maximum 
allowed under the bond. Lou Vitola, finance director 
for the city, explained that the cost to property owners 
would be just over $100 per year or just under $9 per 
month.

POLICE from page 3
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CULTURE

After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, the  
Ladybug Festival, sponsored by Downtown Milford Inc. 
in partnership with Gable Entertainment, was a phe-
nomenal success. The downtown area was packed with 
people dancing in the street and enjoying music  
performed by female-led acts.

“Ladybug was fantastic!” Miranda Collins, events 
manager for DMI said. “I especially love seeing the way 
that these events bring our community together. One of 
my favorite parts of the day was seeing the owners of 
businesses supporting each other. Sincerely Clay owner, 
Jessica Ward, does permanent jewelry and La La Liz 
owner, Laura, wanted a bracelet. Laura didn’t have 

LADYBUG FESTIVAL A HUGE SUCCESS 
IN DOWNTOWN MILFORD
BY TERRY ROGERS

someone to watch her booth so Jessica made a house 
call! It is so uplifting to be part of such a fantastic  
community.”

Executive Director Janne Collins stated that they  
believed more than 4,000 people attended the event.

“We had so many folks come by the DMI table to tell 
us how much they love Milford and all of the activities 
we have in our downtown,” Collins said. “The theme 
seemed to be ’thanks for another wonderful day!’ The 
most asked question was ‘when is the next festival?’ 
Then, at the close of the festival was a group of folks 
walking to their cars and I heard them shout ‘Milford 
rocks!’ People see Milford as a fun place to hang out 

Photo by Marcia Reed

with friends and they can’t wait to come back.”
Collins explained that there are still t-shirts available 

if anyone still would like to purchase one. Simply con-
tact DMI and they will explain how to get a shirt.

Businesses downtown agreed that the festival was a 
huge success.

“Holy smokes, we had an amazing time during The 
Ladybug Music Festival yesterday!” Katie and Brandon 
Coenen, owners of Red Bandana, posted on their  
Facebook page. “I wish we had snagged more photos, 
but it was so busy that we didn’t have time to step foot 
outside the shop for 12 full hours. We had the absolute 
pleasure of introducing entire new families and crowds 
of festival goers to our little slice of toy and comic  
heaven. Our hearts were touched by the droves of locals 
who made it through the packed streets and into our 
shop, especially those who checked in on us throughout 
the day. Between the fantastic stage music, laughter and 
triumphant cheering of kids who were pulling their  
favorite cards from our Pokemon machine, we couldn’t 
have asked for a better shop symphony!”

The Ladybug Music Festival featured more than 40 
bands performing all over the downtown area. All 
bands were female-led musical acts, bringing attention 
to the contributions women bring to the music indus-
try. Originally designed as an alternative to Firefly, 
which brings more nationally recognized acts to the 
area, the Ladybug Festival held in Wilmington and in 
Milford, focuses more on local acts in addition to  
female artists.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/ladybug-festival-a-huge-success-in-downtown-milford/
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BAKING UP A GOOD TIME: STATE FAIR 
ATTRACTS CULINARY COMPETITORS
BY PAM GEORGE

The third time was a charm for baker Amy Watson 
Bish. At the 2022 Delaware State Fair in Harrington, 
which continues through July 30, she finally won a blue 
ribbon for her apple pie with a brown sugar crumb.

“If you know me, you know I’ve been determined 
since the first year,” she told her Facebook friends, many 
of whom crave her apple pie. “I’ve entered this pie three 
times.” Well, sort of. One year she did a double-crust 
apple pie.

There was more to come. The Wilmington resident 
entered nine categories, and she’s not the only baker 
willing to travel 45 minutes or more to enter the baking 
competitions on multiple days.

But for those willing to travel with precious cargo, the 
rewards can be sweet.

AN OLD-FASHIONED EXPERIENCE
Baked goods are part of the fair’s competitive culi-

nary exhibits, broken down into categories such as  
biscuits, zucchini bread, banana cake, sugar cookies—
crisp or soft—peach pie, lemon pie and cherry pie.

“It gets very detailed,” explained 16-year-old Vinnie 
DiNatale of Wilmington. “In the cake section, there are 
chocolate cakes, pineapple cake, cake mixes.”

Like Bish, many people enter more than one category. 
DiNatale entered 12 in the junior and adult divisions. 
Kristin Pleasanton of Dover entered five.

When deciding what to enter, DiNatale went through 
the categories multiple times and crossed off those that 
didn’t play to his strengths, which include cakes and 
cupcakes. 

CULTURE

See BAKING on page 8

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.delawarestatefair.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw54iXBhCXARIsADWpsG9pPwGEzWPy8USbSRRlGf4fHzNaNTEtknKuLl6EjkIjn_3Iu1LEVcEaAjiYEALw_wcB
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
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BAKING from page 7

It was a smart move. The first-time participant came 
in first in the chocolate or deviled food cake category 
and first in the junior division of decorated birthday 
cakes and decorated cakes with any theme.

Bish, meanwhile, sticks to pies, her claim to fame since 
she started baking them in 2013.
A HOBBY, PASSION AND A PROFESSION

Bish began making pies to master the perfect crust, a 
quest that intimidates even seasoned bakers. She attend-
ed classes at Magpie Artisan Pie Boutique in Philadelphia 
and quickly learned that practice makes perfect.

Her colleague at The Grand Opera House—where she 
handles marketing—enjoyed the fruits of her experi-
ments, including purple sweet potato pie and a tailgate 
pie: chocolate fudge filling topped with peanut butter, 
whipped cream, potato chips, candied pretzels and  
peanuts.

In 2015, she entered the pie contest at the Arden Fair, 
and her s’mores pie took first. In 2018, she was ready for 
the big leagues: the Delaware State Fair in Harrington. 
Her popular s’mores pie won the baker’s choice category 
and first prize in the baked pie crust contest.

Pleasanton is another baker with an artistic streak. 
She makes baked goods for staff birthdays and events at 
the Delaware Division of the Arts, where she is the dep-
uty director. “I really enjoy baking as a hobby,” she said.

DiNatale, meanwhile, is a seasoned pro at a tender 
age. The competitive figure skater started DiNatale’s 
Desserts in September 2020 when the pandemic put a 
damper on his practice.

ON THE FAIRGROUNDS
To be considered, the contestants must apply and drop 

off entries. The competitive exhibits are judged and  
displayed; entrants need not be present for ribbon pre-
sentations.

Then there are the culinary contests, which offer a 
larger monetary prize. Like a traditional baking con-
test, these occur on a particular day, and the contestants 
bring their entry and a typed recipe. They remain  
present for the judging and results. 

First-time participant DiNatale entered six competi-
tions. Pleasanton typically enters the Blueberry Blowout, 
Chocolate Temptation, Crazy Over Cupcakes and 
Grand Bar Cookie competitions, among others. 

“I have made friends from across the state because we 
see each other for nearly 10 days,” said Pleasanton, 
whose son, Myles, won first place in biscuits this year. 
Her sister from Connecticut also comes down to  
compete. (You need not be a Delawarean to enter.)

To date, Pleasanton has won first in whoopie pies,  
second in flavored scones and cookies and third in  
“other” breads. On July 28, she won the cookie compe-
tition for chocolate-pistachio bars.

Along with apple, Bish took first for her lemon  
meringue and s’mores pies. Sweet cherry streusel and 
her baked 9-inch pie both took second, and blueberry 
lattice, maple pecan and “Perfectly Peachy” all received 
third-place awards. 

DiNatale’s cake awards were followed by a first place 
in gluten-free cookies, second in peanut butter fudge 
and third in baked doughnuts. 

Next year, DiNatale plans to enter more categories. 
“It’s fun making new things and going to the fair to 

drop them off,” he said. “It’s always fun to win, but I 
think it’s reassuring that my stuff is as good as I think it 
is. Even if I only get second or third, it’s cool to see my 
stuff there.”

Pleasanton agreed. Although it’s exhausting to com-
pete in so many categories, it’s “a fun summer activity 
for us,” she said. “We look forward to it every year.”

To watch the culinary competitions in real time, visit 
this link.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://delawarelive.com/state-fair-baking-competitions/
https://www.instagram.com/dinatale_desserts/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/dinatale_desserts/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/CulinaryArtsDeptAtTheDelawareStateFair/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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WAWA TO PAY DELAWARE 450K OVER 
2019 DATA BREACH
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware will receive $450,000 out of an $8 million 
multi-state settlement with a Pennsylvania-based con-
venience store chain after a data breach compromised 
some 34 million payment cards.

Attorney General Kathy Jennings said failed to take 
reasonable security measures to prevent such a data 
breach and therefore violated state consumer protection 
and personal information protection laws. Under the 
settlement, Wawa will not have to admit wrongdoing or 
liability. 

According to Jennings, the data breach occurred after 
hackers gained access to Wawa’s computer network 
through a phishing attack in late 2018 and later deployed 
malware on Wawa’s point-of-sale terminals. 

The malware extracted Wawa customers’ sensitive 
payment card information between April 18, 2019, and 
Dec. 12, 2019, affecting stores in each of the six states 
where Wawa operates—New Jersey, Pennsylvania,  
Florida, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia—as well as 
Washington, D.C. Approximately 1.2 million cards 
were used in Delaware during the time of the breach. 

“This was excellent work by our Consumer Protection 
Unit and fellow Attorneys General offices,” Jennings 
said. “We will continue to hold businesses like Wawa 
accountable for their duty to protect our entrusted  
information from unlawful use or disclosure.” 

In addition to the $8 million settlement, Wawa has 
agreed to implement the following security measures to 

BUSINESS
prevent a data breach from happening again:

• Maintaining a comprehensive information security 
program designed to protect consumers’ sensitive per-
sonal information; 

• Providing resources necessary to fully implement 
the company’s information security program; 

• Providing appropriate security awareness and priva-
cy training to all personnel who have key responsibilities 
for implementation and oversight of the information 
security program. 

According to Jennings, the settlement with Wawa is 
the Department of Justice’s third largest since she took 
office, behind settlements with Target and The Home 
Depot.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://news.delaware.gov/2017/05/23/tdb/
https://news.delaware.gov/2020/11/24/ag-jennings-announces-multistate-data-breach-settlement-with-the-home-depot/
https://news.delaware.gov/2020/11/24/ag-jennings-announces-multistate-data-breach-settlement-with-the-home-depot/
https://delawarelive.com/wawa-delaware-settlement/
https://www.countybankdel.com/kasasa-cash-back.php
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greater Milford Industrial Park and independence 
Commons,” City Manager Mark Whitfield read from a 
proclamation signed by Mayor Archie Campbell. “A 
new public works facility, the extraordinary revitaliza-
tion and preservation of Milford downtown and 
particularly following the 2003 fire that nearly destroyed 
the historic district. Completion of the Mispillion  
Greenway, Riverwalk and park phasing project plus the 
Bayhealth Sussex campus, the transformation of the 
former Milford Memorial Hospital into the vibrant 
Milford Wellness Village, offering a multitude of  
amenities for children and seniors, the repurposing of 
the antiquated Milford Armory that is now open to the 
public for activities, workshops, seminars and the  
approval of a new and modern 31,000 square foot police 
facility and much more.”

Whitfield continued, reading off the various commit-
tees Councilman Morrow served on while he was on 
council, including the Finance, Police, Public Works, 
Annexation, Economic Development Committees along 
with many sub-committees. Councilman Morrow 
served on the Kent Economic Partnership, advocating 
for fiscal accountability, public safety and employee pay 
and benefits. He was elected to serve as Vice-Mayor in 
2013 and continued in that role until he left office in 
2021.

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS FORMER COUNCILMAN 
MORROW RECOGNIZED

BY TERRY ROGERS

Former Councilman Doug Morrow, who served on 
Milford City Council for 32 years before stepping down 
when he moved to Wilmington, was recognized by City 
Council for his service. Councilman Morrow represent-
ed the Third Ward, a seat now held by Nirmala Samaroo.

“Whereas many impressive accomplishments had 
taken place during his 32-year tenure, some involving 
essential transportation improvements, major utility 
expansions, the redevelopment of vacated subdivisions 
throughout the community, the formation of private 
public partnerships, the completion of critical health 
care projects and specifically, the development of the 

See MORROW on page 14

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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“You have always been a strong supporter of the po-
lice, Chief Kenneth Brown said, presenting Councilman 
Morrow with an award as well. “More than that, you 
promoted openness and dedication to the Milford  
Police Department.”

City Clerk Terri Hudson told a story about Council-
man Morrow before presenting him with a gift.

“Everyone knows Doug likes t-shirts and we would go 
to conventions where he would always ask for a shirt 
from vendors,” Hudson said. “It got to the point where 
he would go to certain vendors at conventions, and they 
would already have a shirt for him in his size. I found 
out from a friend who shall remain nameless that Doug 
had a special room in his house where he kept these 
shirts and gave them to his family for Christmas.”

Councilman Morrow left office in September 2021  
after he and his wife, Linda, moved to Wilmington to 
be closer to family.

“When I first ran, I wanted to have a voice and assist 
others within the city,” Councilman Morrow said upon 
his resignation. “I felt the same when I ran last time, but 
things moved faster than I thought when we made the 
decision to move. The city is in good shape and will 
continue to as council works well with city staff.”

MORROW from page 13

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
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https://aquacarephysicaltherapy.com/
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DEVELOPMENT REQUESTS APPROVED 
BY COUNCIL

BY TERRY ROGERS

Requests from three developers were approved by 
Milford City Council at a recent meeting. Cypress Hall 
asked for approval of Phase I of its project, Wickersham 
requested approval for a revised site plan, while Milford 
Ponds requested approval for an extension. Public hear-
ings were held for the Cypress Hall and Wickersham 
requests.

“We are only reviewing Phase I tonight even though 
Phase II is included in the information,” City Planner 
Rob Pierce said about Cypress Hall. “It’s considered 
moderate density residential and fits with the compre-
hensive plan as a planned use development. Subsequent 
extensions in August 2020 and July 2021. Phase I includes 
96 townhouse units.”

According to Pierce, the developer made minor revi-
sions to lot layouts, most of which were in Phase II which 
were not being reviewed. Tim Metzner, Associate and 
Landscape Architect for Davis, Bowen and Friedel spoke 
on behalf of the developers.

“We’re here requesting final major subdivision Phase 
I which is the portion of Cypress Hall that comes off of 
Route 113 into the site where the townhouse lots are lo-
cated,” Metzner said. “As you guys have probably noticed 
out there, construction has started for it. That is because 
the back portion, which is the apartments, is the main 
reason why we had to come back for the revised approv-
al from council because the apartments changed since 
the approval time. There were a couple minor changes 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

See DEVELOPMENT on page 16

 LEARN MORE >> 

  NEW FACILITY.  
 MORE SERVICES.
Nemours Children’s Health System at 
the Bayhealth Sussex Campus is open!  
Nemours and Bayhealth are working together 
to bring comprehensive care for all ages to 
one convenient location on the Bayhealth 
Sussex Campus. Just steps away from the 
new Bayhealth Hospital and Outpatient 
Center and easily accessible from Route 1, 
this brand new location will provide a variety 
of services closer to home for the diverse, 
growing communities we serve.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.bayhealth.org
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as far as lots and also dedication of active recreation  
areas in the center.”

Councilman Jason James asked about a comment 
about a slope not meeting DelDOT requirements,  
expressing concern that there could be issues down the 
road. Pierce stated that the original plan was approved 
10 to 12 years ago, and the slope met DelDOT criteria at 
that time. City Engineer James Puddicombe reviewed 
the plans along with DelDOT engineers and they  
determined that although the slope did not meet  
current standards, it did when the approvals were  
previously granted and that they would be sufficient for 
the development.

There was no public comment during that section of 
the discussion and council approved the request from 
Cypress Hall unanimously.

The Wickersham project, located along Route 1 and 
Johnson Road, has been before council several times 
since the land was annexed in 2006. Council approved 
2015 townhomes on the property in 2013 and the devel-
oper has been waiting for utilities and other factors to 
come together before beginning construction.

“Council approved a waiver that would allow for no 
sidewalks along the entrance with the developer agree-
ing to allow a 10-foot wide shared use path that would 
lead from Johnson Road through the site and tie in with 
potential areas to the north consistent with the Master 
Bicycle Plan,” Pierce said. “Council also granted a waiver 
from the shade tree separation of 150 feet on the condi-
tion that any trees lost due to the clusters of townhomes 
be replanted elsewhere along the street.”

DEVELOPMENT from page 15

See DEVELOPMENT on page 17

BACK TO THE PEOPLE!
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Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

Cliff Mumford, Civil Engineer with Davis Bowen & 
Friedel, spoke on behalf of the developer.

“This has been on the books since 2013 and it came 
back around last year because they wanted to remove 
the alleys from behind the townhouses,” Mumford said. 
“So, the owners and DBF got together and redesigned it 
without the alleys. Rob asked for the shared use path as 
part of the Bicycle Master Plan and we incorporated 
that in the project and brought it in around the water 
tower and into our site, then we brought it out to John-
son Road. It’s a 10-food wide path that will be dedicated 
to public use.”

Mumford explained that some of the amenities in 
Wickersham will include walking paths, picnic areas, 
multi-use sports fields and a “tot lot.” There is a tree 
every 40 feet as well as a five-by-five grassy area  
surrounding the trees. Because the development will be 
constructed along Route 1, Mumford stated that Del-
DOT required a noise analysis.

“We contracted with Century Engineering to put sen-
sors out where the houses would be and determine what 
the decibel level was,” Mumford said. “They determined 
there was a row of houses, from 41 to 72 or so, that 
would be impacted, and they would have a decibel level 
above the threshold that is believed to impact the ability 
to enjoy your yard. The way to reduce the impact is to 
build a berm and a noise wall. That is part of the plans 
now to build a four-foot berm or an eight-foot wall down 
Route 1 so any of those houses or backyards will have 
that reduction in sound and get them to that level that 
makes it more enjoyable.”

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU
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DEVELOPMENT from page 16

Councilman Dan Marabello asked what the berm or 
noise-reduction wall would be made of and Mumford 
stated there were many different materials that could be 
used. Councilman Marabello expressed appreciation 
that the noise analysis was completed. There were no 
comments during the public comment section of the 
discussion and council approved the request unani-
mously.

The final development was Milford Ponds, who was 
requesting an extension on its preliminary major sub-
division application. Councilman Andy Fulton asked if 
the developer had addressed issues with sewage and 
roadways in the development. Puddicombe stated that 
the city was working with Davis, Bowen and Friedel on 
issues in the development and that they were hoping to 
have them all resolved in the next month or so.

“When Phase III was preliminarily approved, we 
needed to get items in, essentially get the Ponds rede-
signed, reapproved and constructed,” Metzner said. 
“We just got Phase II approved last year. They were able 
to start with the actual work on The Ponds Phase III to 
fit into the revised Phase II approval. So that construc-
tion started last summer and then went into the winter. 
As far as the stabilization of all of these, it impacted 
Phase II’s approval. Essentially, Kent County Conserva-
tion would not approve Phase III until all of Phase II 
was complete. As of June, that approval was obtained.”

Mumford explained that this led to some construc-
tion-related items that the developer was working on 
with the construction company. The contractor was 
still involved in getting items corrected.

See DEVELOPMENT on page 18

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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“There are A-pluses and B’s and all this stuff in 
schools,” Councilman Fulton said. “The original  
construction, we thought you were on a plan for an 
A-plus and then it kind of became a C. You got your 
POA, these are problems you can correct with that, so 
you got to a passing B. What are your plans to prevent 
from getting a C again for the future phases? I am  
concerned for the residents, too.”

Mumford agreed stating that the original plan for 
Milford Ponds was created by a contractor not familiar 
with the city of Milford. Those plans were approved  
between 2008 and 2010. At that time, he stated, there 
were just not clear communications between the  
inspector and the contractors like there is now.

“The construction that occurred in 2020, it was a new 
contractor under the current owner who was not really 
familiar with the city of Milford standards,” Mumford 
explained. “They really did lower quality work than the 
owner wanted. The owner has acknowledged that and 
has moved from that contractor, hired a more reputable 
contractor who has come back in and corrected a lot of 
these items, is familiar with the city of Milford and now, 
I believe there is a comfort level moving forward with 
the current contractor, the owner and the city of what is 
expected to be a quality project and quality installa-
tion.”

There was no public hearing related to the Milford 
Ponds request and it was approved unanimously.

DEVELOPMENT from page 17

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/development-requests-approved-by-council/
https://www.cbanker.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
http://www.igburton.com/
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MILFORD MIDDLE 
SCHOOL PROJECT 
MOVES TO NEXT PHASE

BY TERRY ROGERS

At a recent Milford School Board of Education meet-
ing, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds Mike Sharp 
informed the board that the Milford Middle School 
project was moving along. The district was preparing 
for program meetings that will be set up in the near  
future as BSA+A, the architectural engineering firm  
as well as Davis Bowen & Friedel, continue working on 
the design phase of the building.

“We have approved a company to come in and do the 
asbestos and hazardous waste survey which we hope is 
completed in late fall,” Sharp said. “Our next construc-
tion meeting will be on Aug. 3.”

Board member David Vezmar asked Sharp to explain 
what he meant by program meetings. Sharp stated that 
this would be when members of the community, the 
school community, teachers, food service, maintenance 
and others would have input into the building.

“For example, food service, some of the kitchens hav-
en’t been laid out the best so we’d like to be sure that the 
kitchens are laid out correctly,” Sharp said. “Fortunately, 
part of that group will be a cafeteria manager. Special 

ed classrooms will have the input of special ed teachers.”
Board member Jean Wylie, who served on the com-

mittee that helped make the decision to keep the 
building as a school, explained that many of the  
committee members were asking what was happening 
with the project. She felt it may be a good idea to hold 
some informational meetings just to update them and 
the public about the steps being taken for the project.

“So, right now, we’ll have a programming of meetings 
here with a lot of our staff as well,” Superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Dickerson said. “A lot of our staff at this point in 
time will be in public meetings here. Once we get 
through that initial phase, we will ask for public input 
into the design of the building. But, right now, we are 
starting to get some points as far as what the classrooms 
would look like, even as far as bus parking lots. Expres-
sive arts classes, cafeteria, child nutrition services, the 
gymnasium. So, then we can take it out to the commu-
nity and get more feedback or more input. We do plan 
to have public input sessions, but we just need to get 
started here with some ideas.”

Once the district is at the point that they can provide 
more information to the public, they plan to schedule 
public meetings to obtain additional input into what 
the public wants to see as part of the building.

EDUCATION

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/milford-middle-school-project-moves-to-next-phase/
https://www.del-one.org/wincentive-savings-accounts/
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BY STAFF WRITER

A 46-year-old Sussex County man and a 25-year-old 
Kent County man have become the second and third 
person in Delaware to be diagnosed with monkeypox.

Even so, the state Division of Public Health said the 
risk to the public remains low. It has, however, started a 
hotline for people who think they may have been  
exposed or have symptoms to call.

The new cases of monkeypox are considered probable 
until Public Health receives confirming tests.

The first Delaware case of monkeypox, caused by a 
virus dubbed MPX, was found in a 46-year-old man in 
New Castle County and announced July 12. None of the 
men reported that they had traveled, Public Health said.

The Sussex County man first reported symptoms July 
18. The state is working with him to identify people he 
may have had contact with. The Kent County man first 
reported symptoms on July 14. He has been told to 
self-isolate until his lesions have fallen off and new skin 
appears.

TWO NEW CASES OF MONKEYPOX 
FOUND IN DELAWARE

“The overall risk to the public is low and remains low,” 
said Dr. Rick Hong, interim director of the Division of 
Public Health. He said MPX is transmitted through in-
timate contact with individuals who have rashes or 
flu-like symptoms.

“We urge people to educate themselves about this rare 
disease, including how it is spread, and to help prevent 
exposure,” Hong said.

The state will prioritize its limited supply of vaccine 
for people who have been exposed to MPX  for post- 
exposure treatment, he said. It has to be given in two 
doses 28 days apart.

Starting July 21, Public Health began running a  
hotline for individuals with specific concerns because 
of symptoms or possible exposure. The hotline number 
is 866-408-1899. It will operate Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

HEALTH

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://delawarelive.com/2-new-cases-of-monkeypox-found-in-delaware/
https://mountaire.com/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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SPORTS

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Hunters must now register temporary deer stands, 
ground blinds and trail cameras placed on state lands.
Here’s a link to the registration form.

The Delaware Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control (DNREC) said in a press  
release that the registration “will help wildlife area man-
agers evaluate the increasing numbers and use of these 
hunting tools on state wildlife areas.”

But members of the “Delaware Deer Hunting” Face-
book page weren’t so quick to take DNREC’s word.

“Who comes up with these dumb rules and what’s the 
purpose,” wrote one user.

HUNTERS MUST NOW REGISTER STANDS, 
TRAIL CAMS ON STATE LANDS

“Probably so they can fine you after February if they 
find it still up,” wrote another.

“So they can estimate how much $$ they are missing 
out on,” another said. “Bet next year that registration 
number will cost you.”

In a statement to Delaware LIVE News, an official 
from the DNREC Division of Fish and Wildlife said 
items left behind after hunting season ends are subject 
to fines and confiscation if necessary, but the agency’s 
approach will be to seek “compliance through educa-
tion.”

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.ryjson.com/
https://www.ryjson.com/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/de863ef51dc34568848b3f3c5fc59cd4
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1864571177103897/
https://delawarelive.com/hunters-register-hunting-tools/
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POLICE & FIRE

BY TERRY ROGERS

CHIEF BROWN RECOGNIZED BY COUNCIL

Milford City Council presented retiring Chief Ken-
neth Brown with a proclamation signed by Mayor 
Archie Campbell at a recent meeting. Chief Brown re-
tired on Aug. 1 after being with the force since 1986.

“Chief Brown was born and raised in Milford, start-
ing his career with Milford Police Department in 1986 
as a part-time dispatcher and later was hired as a law 
enforcement officer after graduating from the Delaware 
State Police Academy. He was sworn in May 1988,” City 
Manager Mark Whitfield said. “Initially, he was as-
signed to the patrol division and transferred to the 
criminal division in 1991 where he devoted much of his 
time and energy. He was promoted to lead investigator 
and, in June 2011, earned the rank of lieutenant,  
remaining administratively responsible for the Crimi-
nal Investigations Division and Training Division.”

Whitfield continued, stating that Chief Brown  
expanded his education by receiving an associate  
degree in Criminal Justice from Delaware Technical 
and Community College. He was also a member of  
various law enforcement organizations, including the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police, Delaware 
Police Chief ’s Foundation, Delaware Association of 
Chiefs of Police and many more. Chief Brown is also 
active in the community, serving as a member of the 
NAACP, Milford Senior Center Board, Brandywine 
Counseling Board and the Behavioral Health Crisis 
Task Force.

“Chief Brown’s badge number, 5111, will be officially 
retired along with badge numbers of previous chiefs,” 

Whitfield said. “The mayor and City Council hereby 
honor and take pride in bringing special recognition to 
the Chief of Police, Kenneth Brown, and commend him 
for his many years of exemplary law enforcement  
service, especially for his positive contributions to the 
city of Milford. The mayor and Council wish him a 
long, happy and healthy retirement as he relocates to 
Dagsboro with his wife, Holly.”

Councilwoman Katrina Wilson stated that she and 
Chief Brown started pre-school together, so she was  
really going to miss him. City Clerk Terri Hudson an-
nounced that Chief Brown would receive additional 
gifts at his retirement ceremony planned for a later  
date. Chief Brown announced his plan to retire Aug. 1 
in May 2022.

“My wife has a funeral home down in Laurel,” Chief 
Brown said. “She’s become quite busy, and she doesn’t 
really have any help administratively. I’ve been toying 
with the idea of retirement but was trying to get through 
the new building, to wait for that to happen and get us 
moved in. We just sat down and had a conversation 
about it and felt it was the best way forward for us. I can 
unload some of my pressures and help her unload some 
of hers.”

The city is working with a specialized employment 
agency to find a replacement for Chief Brown.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/chief-brown-recognized-by-council/
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CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

IN MEMORIAM

BY TERRY ROGERS

FORMER MAYOR HAM 
MCNATT PASSES AWAY

Former Milford Mayor Herman “Ham” McNatt 
passed away on July 15, 2021. His death was recently 
announced along with the death of his wife, Dorothy 
Kathryn “Dottie” Watson McNatt, who passed away 
July 20, 2022. The McNatts requested that services be 
delayed until they could have one together, according to 
the obituary.

McNatt was born Aug. 7, 1924, and his father died 
when he was very young. He and his younger brother 
lived on Maple Avenue, next to what was the Milford 
Icehouse. He was given the nickname Ham by a younger 
cousin who could not pronounce his name. In an article 
written by Barbara W. Jones for the “Delaware Digest” 

in 1974, McNatt claimed that he had a good life even if 
it was not affluent.

As a child, McNatt played ball in empty lots, ran er-
rands for his mother, fished and hunted around Milford 
just like others in town. He graduated from Milford 
High School in 1942 and decided to leave his hometown 
soon after. He and his cousin, Lloyd Elton, got a ride 
from a truck driver who often traveled to Baltimore 
where they rented a room and applied for jobs at Glenn 
L. Martin Company. During that era, the company built 
airplanes but later built spacecraft.

After two years with Martin, McNatt left to join the 
Naval Aviation Cadet Program, an interest he had even 
as a small boy, but one that was out of reach due to his 
family finances. McNatt began his training in Corpus 
Christi, TX, but transferred to various schools to com-
plete the program as required by the Cadet Program.

McNatt had known the woman he would eventually 
marry all his life as Dottie grew up in Milford and their 
parents were friends. It was not until 1943, however, 
that things grew serious between them. Their courtship 
consisted mostly of letters as McNatt was still in the  
Cadet Program. Most of the letters McNatt sent to  
Dottie were covered in his sketches and she kept most 
of them over the years. The couple married on Aug. 14, 
1944, and she became a military wife, joking once that 
she had “cleaned kitchens from one end of the country 
to the other.”

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/former-mayor-ham-mcnatt-passes-away/
https://dbcc.ejoinme.org/SLA22
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81742302659?pwd=SW5TNHViY1Q4cm9jZnJKc3NuRHZsUT09
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STAY CONNECTED

Photo BY matthew trucks

PHONE: 302-542-9231

For News & Information: news@delawarelive.com
To Advertise With Us: shupe@delawarelive.com 

instagram.com/milford_live/

twitter.com/live_delaware

facebook.com/delawarelivenews/

Watch Delaware Live on YouTube!

linkedin.com/company/delaware-live-news

MILFORD LIVE IS YOUR 
SOURCE FOR NEWS AND  

INFORMATION IN THE 
GREATER MILFORD, 

DELAWARE AREA. STAY 
CONNECTED WITH US BY 

PHONE, EMAIL OR ON  
SOCIAL MEDIA BY 

CLICKING ON THE LINKS.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10226447309630977&set=pcb.699748494740597
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://twitter.com/live_delaware
http://www.facebook.com/milfordlive
https://www.youtube.com/user/302SPORTS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/delaware-live-news/
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Without these collaborators,  
this outlet would not be 
possible:

Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in 
working alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing 
campaigns, through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech 
Community College, and Delaware Department of Health to small 
shops like Fur Baby Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto 
Tuscan Restaurant, we customize each plan to optimize the needs 
of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to 
see how we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with 
me in our virtual office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com

Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning

MilfordLive @Milfordlive
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