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HEADLINES VACANT SCHOOL 
BOARD SEAT TO 
REMAIN OPEN UNTIL 
MAY ELECTION

BY TERRY ROGERS

Milford School District Board of Education voted to 
keep a seat for Area B, recently vacated by Kris Thomp-
son, open until the election in May 2024. This will allow 
the public the opportunity to select who will sit on the 
board and represent Area B. The decision was made after 
the board once again split votes between the two candi-
dates, Sara Kate Hammer and Jennifer Masotti. Ten 
members of the audience spoke on behalf of the candi-
dates during the public hearing portion of the meeting. 
In addition, both candidates were asked to speak.

“Good evening. I’m going to make this short and sim-
ple. First of all, I would like to thank those who came 
forward and did the public speaking in support of my-
self for this open seat, as well as those who may have 
flooded your emails and supported myself,” Masotti 
said. “Thank you for another opportunity to speak as a 
candidate for this open seat on the school board. As I 
mentioned at the other board meeting, I currently have 
three children in the Milford school district. In addi-
tion to having a personal investment, I am also concerned See SEAT on page 4

about the general student body. My motivation to apply 
for the school board seat is to support and enhance the 
success of the student body, if chosen for this open seat. 
Some of my focus includes academics and student safety, 
my attributes to name a few are a team player, flexible, 
willing to work hard and contribute ideas. I want to be 
part of the school board to ensure that the school dis-
trict can be the best it can be for everyone involved.”

Once Masotti finished speaking, Hammer was pro-
vided 10 minutes to also speak.

“Again, thank you for the opportunity to speak to the 
board of directors. I appreciate this time to have a few 
minutes to talk to you again and I will also be very brief, 
because you have a lot of good work to do tonight,” 
Hammer said. “I stand before you today, again, a will-
ing volunteer very excited at the opportunity to join 
your board, to work for the community and to work for 
the students of this district, the staff of Milford School 
District in its entirety, and the community in general 
who relies on the school board as sort of the center of a 
lot of the activities that go on in our town and in the 
greater Milford community. I also would like to thank 
all of the people who spoke on my behalf and also on 
behalf of Miss Masotti. I think it’s really important that 

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
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SEAT from page 3

we get involved in our community. And I think that 
people showing up, writing letters of support, coming 
out to acknowledge that they support both of us is really 
important. And that’s what we have, something very 
special here in Milford and I think that that is we have 
a lot of actively engaged people with lots of different 
viewpoints, who are willing to stand up and do the work 
and of course thank you to those who do it already. I 
appreciate that. I would also like to say that I would like 
to encourage those folks who have written and supported 
me and come out tonight and also Miss Masotti to  
remain engaged in the school board and to not let this 
one moment be the last time that you come out and  
listen to a school board meeting and that you find time 
for yourself to consider being on the school board or 
actively participating in our schools in a way that fits 
your volunteer needs. And I also want to just take a brief 
moment and thank the board members who have 
reached out to me to talk to me about how I feel about 
being a school board member. It was very appreciated.”

In addition to the 10 people who spoke on behalf of 
both Masotti and Hammer at the meeting, the board 
packet contained 44 emails from supporters of both 
Masotti and Hammer. Of those emails, 29 supported 
Hammer while 15 supported Masotti. Of the 10 people 
who spoke during public comment, two spoke on be-
half of Hammer while eight spoke on behalf of Masotti. 
After both candidates spoke, School Board President 
Jason Miller asked the board for comments.

“I would also like to thank everybody that came out. 
Like both of our candidates said, it’s great that so many 

See SEAT on page 5
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between the two.”
Board member Adam Brownstein stated that he had 

the opportunity to sit down with both candidates and 
that the conversation he had with both of them was 
“great.” He commented that both candidates were clearly 
qualified for the position.

“I thank the candidates for coming and representing 
themselves as far as wanting to be on the school board. 
And for the both of them for their compassion and pas-
sion that they have for school students,” board member 
Jean Wylie said. “Also, we as school board members, we 
also have to be involved in community activities and 
also just not being involved with our families or friends. 
So, we have to take a look at who we are impacting, not 
for just the school district, we have to look at how we are 
going to really challenge ourselves and we are chal-
lenged all the time with different decisions that we have 
to make policies, that we have to agree or not agree with. 
So I thank all of you and all the letters that our emails 
that were sent to us and we will do our best to make the 
best decision that we can make, because it is supposed 
to be a non-political position and it’s a position that we 
are coming together as a group to be able to choose or 
select a person or persons that we’ll be able to do the 
job. We’ll be able to see what the vision is for the district 
and what our teachers, students and everyone involved 
in the Milford School District so that we can make it 
better.”

Miller provided additional insight before sending the 
matter to a vote.

SEAT from page 4

people come out,” board member David Vezmar said. 
“For those who don’t know, on a typical school board 
meeting, these chairs are empty. They’re empty. We 
have some say about school staff, the administrators sit-
ting here, but it’s empty. So, I also hope that this isn’t a 
one and done. I really hope to see more of you out at the 
meetings. And same thing with the correspondence, we 
got a lot of emails for both candidates. And I appreciate 
those, too, the more we get, the more we understand the 
pulse of the community. I think, kind of based on that 
the pulse of the community, from what I have seen and 
based on what we’ve heard tonight and all of the corre-
spondence that we’ve received from the community. 
Last meeting, we were a split board. And by my count, 
the community has recommended Sara Kate Hammer, 
so I’m not going to make a motion because I made the 
first motion last time, but I just think that the board 
should heavily weigh that the community has recom-
mended Sara Kate Hammer to join our board.”

Board member Scott Fitzgerald disagreed with 
Vezmar’s assessment that the community recommended 
Hammer over Masotti. Vezmer explained that he simply 
counted the emails.

“I weigh, personally, the public showing up heavier 
than emails, but I understand what you’re saying. I 
think as far as the way I have looked at it because I think 
we are responsible for picking a person that is not nec-
essarily who we want or who we would pick but who we 
think would be elected by their constituents if they were 
running,” Fitzgerald said. “And I think based on recent 
election outcomes, and the people that showed up to-
night, I think Miss Masotti would win an election 

 LEARN MORE >> 

  NEW FACILITY.  
 MORE SERVICES.
Nemours Children’s Health System at 
the Bayhealth Sussex Campus is open!  
Nemours and Bayhealth are working together 
to bring comprehensive care for all ages to 
one convenient location on the Bayhealth 
Sussex Campus. Just steps away from the 
new Bayhealth Hospital and Outpatient 
Center and easily accessible from Route 1, 
this brand new location will provide a variety 
of services closer to home for the diverse, 
growing communities we serve.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.bayhealth.org
https://milfordlive.com/vacant-school-board-seat-to-remain-open-until-may-election/
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CULTURE

RIVERWALK FESTIVAL BRINGS THOUSANDS 
TO DOWNTOWN MILFORD

BY TERRY ROGERS

The largest outdoor festival in Milford lived up to its 
name on Saturday, Sept. 17, with as many as 13,000  
people attending the Riverwalk Freedom Festival. The 
event included a Pet-riotic Parade, pat park, a Red White 
and Brew Garden, live music and ended with a large 
firework display.

“This year’s Riverwalk Freedom Festival was truly the 
best one yet,” Jo Schmeiser, executive director of the 
Chamber of Commerce for Greater Milford, said. “With 
the guidance of Chairperson Angela Dorey, who was 
awarded a proclamation from Milford Mayor Archie 
Campbell the morning of the event for serving as chair-
person for 10 years, and the hundred plus volunteers 
and supporters, the festival just keeps getting bigger and 

better. We estimate about 13,000 people came to Mil-
ford’s largest outdoor event, enjoying festivals from 9 
a.m. until around 10 p.m. All of us at the Chamber of 
Commerce want to thank everyone who supported this 
year’s festival.”

Live music in Bicentennial Park began at noon with 
Lincoln City Band, followed by Petting Hendrix and 
the Bobby Lee Jones Band. The concert ended with 
Plead the Fifth and Milford’s only fireworks display 
which began at dusk. Hundreds enjoyed the display 
seated in lawn chairs and on blankets throughout the 
park.

The Artisans’ Bank Red, White and Brew Garden 
opened at noon as well, providing those over 21 with 

the option to purchase adult beverages from the Cham-
ber booth as well as from the Alcohauler, provided by 
EasySpeak Spirts. Volunteer served at the Chamber 
booth and included Milford and Harrington NAPA 
Auto, County Bank, M&T Bank and more who raised 
tips for their favorite charities.

The Milford Library Amphiteater also provided en-
tertainment with jazzercise demonstrations, Salisbury 
Zoo live animal shows, Tatianna Akinfieva Dance Acad-
emy and Diamond Dance Company who presented 
several dance numbers.

“I am elated that so many people came out and were 
able to enjoy our beautiful community,” Dorey said.

photo by Marcia Reed

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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https://milfordlive.com/riverwalk-festival-brings-thousands-to-downtown-milford/
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BUILD A SANDCASTLE ON PARK AVENUE 
AT THE 2022 BIG DRAW FESTIVAL

PRESS RELEASE

Mispillion Art League (MAL), Milford’s community 
art resource, announced that it is once again hosting 
The 2022 Big Draw Festival! On Saturday, Oct. 8, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., gather with us to celebrate the joy of 
color with this year’s theme—Come Back to Color. 
MAL will offer free, family-friendly art activities on 
Park Ave. and N. Walnut St. in downtown Milford. Open 
to all, it encourages us to gather and celebrate the joy of 
color through art and creativity.

No need to go to the beach—come join us and discov-
er your inner sculptor as you mold sand to create 
sandcastles on Park Avenue! We’re bringing in eight 
tons of sand and master sandcastle builders, Andy West 
and Darrell O’Connor, will be on hand to show us some 
of their award-winning techniques. This is a favorite 

CULTURE

Festival activity and kids aren’t the only ones having 
fun! Sandcastle building is extremely fun and engaging 
for all ages and abilities.

MAL will supply the sand, so bring your imagination! 
There will also be sidewalk chalk art, drawing on a BIG 
wall of paper, painting pumpkins and a variety of drawing 
and painting activities for kids (and adults) of all ages.

The Festival was first organized in the UK 22 years 
ago and is now the world’s biggest celebration of drawing. 
It promotes the universal language of drawing as a tool 
to learn, express and invent. Activities are for everyone 
of all ages—families, children, artists, non-artists—
anyone looking to have a fun art-making experience. 
Come out and enjoy creating art for art’s sake!

See FESTIVAL on page 10

Mispillion Art League / 5 N Walnut Street / Milford DE 19963
302-430-7646 / mispillionarts@gmail.com

mispillionarts.org/big-draw-de/         thebigdrawde

This organization is supported in part by a grant from the Delaware Division of the Arts, 
a state agency, in partnership with The National Endowment for the Arts. The Division 
promotes Delaware arts events on www.DelawareScene.com.

Photo by Becky Fleming

FREE, fun, family-friendly art event!
Build • Paint • Draw • Create • & MORE!

The Big Draw Festival
Returns to Milford!

Saturday, OCTOBER 8 • 9am–3pm • Park Ave.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigdrawde
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Mispillion Art League welcomes artists, aspiring art-
ists, and anyone who loves art and believes in its power 
to enrich all members of the community. Our mission 
is to provide community-wide access to a quality visual 
arts program. The Art League also offers art classes in 
many different mediums for ages pre-K and up. Class 
details and registration can be found on the website 
www.mispillionarts.org, on Facebook and Instagram 
(@MispillionArts), and on www.delawarescene.com.

The Mispillion Art League is an exempt organization 
as described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. This organization is supported in part by a grant 
from the Delaware Division of the Arts, a state agency, 
in partnership with the National Endowment for the 
Arts. The Division promotes Delaware arts events on 
www.DelawareScene.com.

For more information on The Big Draw Festival, con-
tact Rosemary Connelly, Festival Chair, at 302-359-5534 
or livecheapmakeart@gmail.com

For information about MAL, contact Des Butschke, 
MAL Operations Manager, mispillionarts@gmail.com, 
302-430-7646.

FESTIVAL from page 9

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/build-a-sandcastle-on-park-avenue-at-the-2022-big-draw-festival/
https://aquacarephysicaltherapy.com/


11

BUSINESS

MilfordLive.comMilfordLive @Milfordlive

Photo BY marcia reed

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive/
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/


12

BUSINESS

Sara Bluhm, Economic Development and Community 
Engagement administrator for the city of Milford pro-
vided City Council with an update on how the city’s 
economic development efforts were progressing. Accord-
ing to Bluhm, Milford’s economic growth continues to 
improve although additional efforts are necessary to 
encourage more businesses to locate or expand in Milford.

“Some economic development that is confirmed, of 
course we have the Milford Corporate Center on the 
Fry farm. We did secure $100,000 in site readiness 
funds. Our concept plan that we have renderings for 
and a community workshop is planned that Rob (Pierce) 
spoke about earlier for the end of this month,” Bluhm 
said. “A primary care office opened in the old Bayhealth 
Walk In Clinic right there on Jefferson Avenue. My Sis-
ter’s Fault was an EDGE grant recipient in 2022. So, they 
are planning to expand. They are purchasing the build-
ing that they are in and then they will expand to include 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
PROVIDED TO COUNCIL
BY TERRY ROGERS

more cold storage with their grant money. So that’s a 
good expansion for the downtown. The Milford Public 
Library, the commercial rental that they have across the 
street, I helped them bring that rent up to market rent 
rate after their previous tenants moved out. They were 
very underutilizing that space. So, they’re on a three-
year tiered plan now to bring that rent up to market 
rent.”

According to the 2021 State Planning Annual Report, 
Milford ranks third in nonresidential square footage 
constructed, trailing only Newark and Wilmington. 
Bluhm pointed out that the hospital significantly helped 
that but that the city was competing in the commercial 
market for non-residential square footage. The city also 
launched a website, GrowinMilford.com and the site 
will be featured on a billboard on Rt. 1 near Frederica.

“This year, I have attended 16 ribbon cuttings,” Bluhm 
said. “Ribbon cuttings are good. That obviously means 

See UPDATE on page 13

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://growinmilford.com/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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expansion or brand new businesses in town. We have 
been doing short one-minute-ish videos of larger  
ribbon cuttings and now that Kent is on board, we will 
do more of those. It is kind of a courtesy to businesses. 
He did one at People’s Place last week and he interviewed 
the executive director and it think that is a great re-
source for the business as well.”

The city has applied for over $2.2 million in Trans-
portation Infrastructure Investment Funds as well as $1 
million in site readiness funds in order to create the  
entrance to the Milford Corporate Center. Bluhm  
explained that the city had assistance from Becker  
Morgan Group on that process and that it was fun to 
plan out over the next year, two years, three years and 
beyond that the project could move. She stated that the 
city would likely not know whether they received the 
funds until October.

“Milford Wellness Village still has vacant space, they 
have about 40,000 square feet left. I’ve been working 
with them,” Bluhm said. “Any business that comes to 
town that I think might fit their mission; I certainly 
send them that way. A downtown retail is looking at the 
old Milford Chronicle building that’s been vacant for 
quite some time. I’ve been working with that landlord 
and the code enforcement office to bring that building 
up to par and get a retail tenant. And then the Food 
Bank of Delaware, the facility that they’ll be vacating 
has been for sale for probably going on eight to 10 
months at this point. It’s a wonderful industrial facility. 
And so, we’ve had several people interested in it and 
just continuing to try and find a potential buyer for 
them.”

UPDATE from page 12

See UPDATE on page 14

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.cbanker.com/
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Development Office in order to purchase the building 
that they’re in. So, it worked out that they can do that 
and they still have that land next door but I don’t think 
they have any immediate plans.”

Councilman Jason James asked if Bluhm worked with 
the shopping centers, including Riverwalk Shopping 
Center, The Plaza and the shopping center where Food 
Lion was located. Bluhm stated that she did work with 
them, but they often did not reach out for help. She ex-
plained that in those type of centers, there was often a 
need for a full build-out inside a retail location which 
may be difficult for smaller businesses. Councilwoman 
Katrina Wilson asked about the closure of Furniture 
and More, questioning if Bluhm could state what might 
go in there.

“I am not privy to say at this time,” Bluhm said.”
City planner Rob Pierce stated that Aldi was deep in 

construction at the present time and that they had com-
pletely gutted the interior. Councilman Marabello 
stated that he spoke to one of the construction people 
on the site and they told him they hoped to be open by 
Thanksgiving.

Bluhm explained some of the economic development 
incentives offered by the city. These include the Greater 
Milford Business Complex Incentive Program, the 
Downtown Development District Incentive Program 
and the Citywide Job Creation and Capital Investment 
Program. According to Bluhm, nine businesses have 
utilized those incentives since January 2019, bringing 
over $60 million in investment into the town, creating 
almost 360 jobs and costing the city just $610,000 in 
incentives.

“So, for about 10 percent of your impact fee waivers, 
you have seen millions of dollars in investment,” Bluhm 
said. “Those are very worthwhile incentive programs, 
and we continue to push businesses that way.”

Code enforcement efforts had also improved, accord-
ing to Bluhm and reports are available on the city 
website along with completed Downtown Development 
District projects. The city also established the down-
town banner program with DMI and launched the My 
Milford app. There is also a community calendar that 
allows any organization to submit events. Social media 
operated by the city has also grown over the past year 
on sites that include Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Councilman Dan Marabello asked Bluhm if My  
Sister’s Fault had plans for the land they purchased at 
the corner of Southwest Front and Walnut Street.

“I don’t think they have any plans in the immediate 
future. They found out there was some tanks under 
there and there was a cost to get them removed or to 
remediate,” Bluhm said. “And I think they did receive 
great financing from the Sussex County Economic  

UPDATE from page 13
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DELDOT PROJECTS 
DISCUSSED BY 
COUNCIL

BY TERRY ROGERS

Milford City Council discussed several upcoming 
DelDOT projects, including a request to the state agency 
to re-investigate the possibility of a bypass connecting 
Rt. 113 and Rt. 1 in order to alleviate traffic. Other proj-
ects included the Northeast Front Street TAP project, 
changes to the Rt. 113 and 14 intersections as well as an 
update on the Mispillion drawbridge.

“The first project is the DelDOT contract for the 
Northeast Front Street TAP project and the matching 
funds,” City Manager Mark Whitfield said. “This actu-
ally came in well under what we had budgeted which 
was $800,000. DelDOT has stuck to their percentage 
which is 20% which brings our total to $429,000. So, this 
will be a financial windfall, I guess, so I would recom-
mend council approve the mayor signing this agreement.”

Council voted unanimously with several commenting 
it was always good to authorize a savings for the city. 

The Northeast Front Street TAP project will install  
pedestrian and bicycle lanes along that street as well as 
streetscaping and traffic signal improvements. Follow-
ing that vote, Whitfield presented another DelDOT 
agreement that would permit the agency to make im-
provements to the intersection at Rt. 113 and Rt. 14. 
According to Whitfield, this project will be at no cost to 
the city, but the municipality had to agree to the changes. 
This was also approved unanimously.

“This is mostly for council information,” Whitfield 
explained. “But this has to do with the notification that 
DelDOT will begin working on the Mispillion draw-
bridge later this month and commencing sometime in 
December.” A detour pattern will be provided prior to 
the bridge closure, but will likely have motorists using 
Southeast Front Street to North Walnut to Northeast 
Front Street. Traffic may also be rerouted to Cedar Beach 
Road or Northeast Front Street to Silicato Parkway.

City Planner Rob Pierce presented a memo created for 
Mayor Archie Campbell’s signature to request that Del-
DOT re-engage in a study of the US 113 North-South 
Bypass project.

“In the early 2000s, the State of Delaware Department 
of Transportation engineers initiated a Rt. 1 North-
South study to identify a limited access roadway from 
the Maryland state line to the Rt. 1 interchange just 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

See DELDOT on page 18

BACK TO THE PEOPLE!
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Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU


18

DELDOT from page 17

north of Milford,” Pierce said. “The purpose of the study 
was to identify, select and protect the limited access 
alignment to meet existing and future traffic demands 
spelled out by the Federal Highway Administration.” 
Pierce stated that a link was provided in the board  
packet, available online, to a website with information 
on the study conducted in 2007.

The purpose of the earlier study was to identify, select 
and protect the limited access alignment to meet future 
and existing traffic demands. The study looked at four 
separate geographic areas, including Milford, Ellendale, 
Georgetown and Millsboro. The working group from 
Milford met seven times between 2004 and 2007, gath-
ering significant input from the public.

However, in 2007, Senate Bill 155 prohibited DelDOT 
from proceeding with the project in the Lincoln- 
Milford area. This was the result of significant resis-
tance in the Lincoln area which led DelDOT to approve 
legislation reading that DelDOT shall be “prohibited 
from proceeding with the US 113 South/North Im-
provements Project in the Lincoln and Milford area as 
proposed by the Department’s Capital Transportation 
Program.” The bill did authorize DelDOT to continue 
working to achieve local consensus for an acceptable 
alignment corridor for the Milford/Lincoln project 
area. Then Transportation Secretary Carol Ann Wicks 
stated that “there is no community consensus for a com-
promise alternative. Therefore, DelDOT will not be 
continuing the US 113 North/South Study in the Mil-
ford/Lincoln area.”

See DELDOT on page 19

“However, the other geographic areas identified in the 
overall plan have moved forward,” Pierce said. “So, staff 
is recommending city council authorize the mayor to 
sign a letter to send to DelDOT to renew the North-
South study. It Is not committing to any particular 
alignment or recommendation, but the congestion on 
the Rt. 113 corridor is only going to get worse and as the 
areas continue to develop, it’s going to be more difficult 
to come up with a cost-effective, reasonable alternative 
that benefits the community.”

Councilman Mike Boyle pointed out that a project of 
this magnitude would require significant road con-
struction. Pierce explained that there had been several 
alternatives proposed that would help allow through 
traffic to avoid red lights in town and access Rt. 1 from 
Rt. 113, thereby reducing congestion.

“From staff ’s perspective, one of our concerns is that 
everything is south of Milford to the Maryland line that 
is now being addressed,” Whitfield said. “But there is 
absolutely no plan from South Milford to North Milford 
and that’s what we are getting at. We don’t know what 
the plan is, but we really need to take a look at it. This 
also came up in my meeting with Carlisle Fire Company 
in their attempts at responding as during some periods 
it is really congested. So, looking at their ability to even 
get to the fire company is really tough and it’s not going 
to get better. It is only going to continue to get worse 
and with no plan on the horizon, we believe it’s worth it 
to council to at least reach out to DelDOT.”

Pierce explained that there had been a plan to recon-
figure the highway that would eliminate some of the 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81742302659?pwd=SW5TNHViY1Q4cm9jZnJKc3NuRHZsUT09
https://decharternetwork.org/


19

DELDOT from page 18

red lights but that the planning effort began over 20 
years ago with no construction since the plan was pro-
posed. He stated that this would all be long-range 
planning, with nothing happening for up to 15 or 20 years 
as there would need to be funding, design and environ-
mental impact studies completed.

“It seems strange that the legislature would actually 
pass a bill saying you’re not allowed to do this,” Coun-
cilman Boyle said. “Has there been a change of heart 
somewhere in the legislature or would we run into the 
same problem?”

Pierce stated that there could be a similar problem 
with the legislature, but that staff was making the rec-
ommendation for DelDOT to re-initiate the study, 
hoping that they could get political support for the proj-
ect. Councilman Brian Baer suggested tying the request 
with the new business park and Pierce explained that it 
was possible that could be part of the discussion.

“To Mark’s point and to Rob’s point, our current traffic 
situation based on our current population and growth, 
we already know coming on is not going to get better,” 
Councilman Jason James said. “If we don’t at least tell 
them to study this and that we need action, we’re just 
kidding ourselves, especially if everything gets ad-
dressed north and south of us. I don’t see a downside to 
urging DelDOT. I think we need to do that. And Rob, it 
makes me take a deep breath when he says it could be 
15 years or so before anything is even done. So, we need 
to urge them to see if they can expedite.”

Councilman Andy Fulton pointed out that this was 
only a study and that DelDOT would be coming up 

with plans that council could then review to see if it was 
viable for the community.

“We’re saying let them study it, let them find alterna-
tives because traffic on 113 is getting worse and worse,” 
Councilman Fulton said. “You just can’t get places. I 
avoid the beach in the summer now completely because 
of the traffic. I don’t want to avoid traffic on 113 for the 
same reason, so I think a study is warranted and I think 
it’s a great idea.”

Councilman Boyle agreed, stating that it did not hurt 
to look into it.

“Like Rob says, it will probably be 20 years before you 
put a shovel in the ground at the earliest,” Councilman 
Boyle said. “We have the two biggest growth areas in 
the south and west. Now is probably a good time to take 
a look and make some preliminary plans while there is 
still time and land. If it’s the desire of the state legisla-
ture, there will be money.”

Council voted unanimously for Mayor Campbell to 
sign the letter and send it to DelDOT.
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STRATEGIC PLAN PROCESS BEGINS 
FOR CITY OF MILFORD
BY TERRY ROGERS

University of Delaware Fellow Melody Barger present-
ed Milford City Council with details on the upcoming 
process for the strategic plan update. The last strategic 
plan was adopted by the city in 2017 and, since the city 
had reached the five-year mark from that plan, it was 
time to update plans for the city for the next five years.

“So this is just to review I’m sure all of council under-
stands why we need an update for the strategic plan. But 
for anyone listening who is not aware our last strategic 
plan was adopted in 2017, which means that we’re past 
the five- year mark,” Barger said. “We have also completed 
most of our priorities. Those priorities include, among 
others, the industrial park that we’re working on, the new 
police station that we’ve broken ground on, the sidewalk 
program and the street improvement program.” In  
addition, Barger explained that an updated plan was 
necessary so that staff could obtain guidance from 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

council and residents on new priorities and projects.
The city contracted with the University of Delaware 

Institute of Public Administration to assist with the 
creation of the updated plan. The first step would be to 
schedule council retreats to set priorities. Once that was 
completed, Barger hoped to facilitate community con-
versations and coffee conversations in order to obtain 
resident input.

“And you might ask what is a coffee conversation? 
That is a brief, four question meeting with your constit-
uents that you can do on your own to rather informally 
gather information from them,” Barger said. “So, the 
UD facilitators will explain more about that at council 
retreats. We’re then going to address strategic plan up-
dates, and then we’ll take council comments and public 
comments, and then we’ll hold a public hearing and 
have final adoption.”

The timeline for the process would begin in October 
2022 with council retreats. In November 2022, commu-
nity and coffee conversations would be held to get 
resident input into the plan with additional conversa-
tions held in January 2023 in order to create a 
Community Rhythms Assessment. In February and 
March 2023, the University of Delaware and staff would 
create what they call a “heard document” that would 
categorize the information collected at the conversa-
tions and retreats.

“There will be another council retreat to review that 
document and we will then create a draft plan,” Barger 
said. “In April 2023, we will have a public workshop and 
formal presentation of the plan and, hopefully, adopt 
the strategic plan at that time.”

photo by Ann Lebengood
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MPD BEHAVIORAL HEALTH UNIT 
HOPES TO EXPAND

BY TERRY ROGERS

At a recent Milford City Council meeting, Acting 
Chief Ed Huey explained to council members that Mil-
ford Police Department was hoping to expand the 
Behavioral Health Unit to include victim services. Cur-
rently, the department uses Delaware State Police Victim 
Services, but it was felt that bringing that to the local 
level would be beneficial. During the meeting, Council-
man Mike Boyle pointed out how beneficial the unit 
had been to the city.

“I just want to bring it to the attention of the council 
that the number of diversions both for arrests and the 
ER continue at the same, even a little bit higher, pace 
than they were last month. And the cumulative effect, 
basically, you’re keeping 113 officers from having to  
divert from their patrol duty throughout Milford so far 
this year and keeping them on the street. It’s just a great 
program and thank you for your support. And please 
convey my hope they keep up the good work.”

Huey stated that there was a plan to transition a  
behavioral health specialist into the victim assistant 
program in addition to her duties in behavioral health. 
Because this specialist is currently paid using grant 
funds, the city human resources department felt that, as 
a salaried position, the specialist could not perform that 
function while she is on city business. Currently, the 
city is in negotiations to renew the grant.

Councilman Jason James asked if additional person-
nel would benefit the unit.

“There are two part timers, and their hours are some-
what limited. If their hours were increased, we may be 
able to provide that service a little bit more around the 
clock,” Huey said. “We have, I think everyone knows, a 
serious drug problem here in Milford as with everywhere. 
The other day, we had four overdoses in the same day. 
One of those overdoses was a cocktail of basically 
straight fentanyl. So, if we can expand that program a 

HEALTH little bit to provide some more treatment referrals, may-
be we can kind of reduce that problem with our drug 
addiction and drug use and offer more resources, more 
can be done.”

Mayor Archie Campbell suggested a special meeting 
to discuss the future of the behavioral health unit, 
pointing out that one of the women who overdosed had 
a 10-year old child and an infant with her at the time. 
Councilman Katrina Wilson asked if this would be a 
regular police committee meeting as she felt all mem-
bers of council should be involved. Councilman James 
suggested a workshop to discuss the matter and Mayor 
Campbell agreed, stating that it was especially critical 
when children were involved. Councilman Boyle asked 
if there was a time issue regarding the grant.

“The grant runs out in mid-September, so they have 
to close it out and then make a decision whether they 
are going to continue with the memorandum of under-
standing,” Huey said.

Councilman Boyle stated that he felt the looming 
deadline made this discussion a priority and, although 
he agreed with Councilman James that not everything 
could be included in a workshop, this discussion was a 
priority as the city could lose funding. Mayor Campbell 
agreed and stated that staff would set up a workshop or 
meeting to discuss the behavioral health unit as soon as 
possible.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/mpd-behavioral-health-unit-hopes-to-expand/


24 MilfordLive.comMilfordLive @Milfordlive

Photo by KEVIN EICKMAN

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive/
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/
https://www.ryjson.com/


25

SPORTS LAKE KEEPS BELL, 52-26

BY KEVIN EICKMAN

To use the word “exciting” to describe last Friday’s 
contest between Milford and Lake Forest, would be fair. 
To use the word “disappointing” to describe Milford’s 
performance, as they traveled to take on the Spartans 
would be fair as well. With Lake Forest taking the open-
ing kick-off and running straight at the Buccaneers on 
the games opening drive, it looked like that a blowout 
might be in the offing. Traveling 60 yards, in nine plays, 
Lake quarterback Jon Tyndall would cap off the drive 
on a one-yard plunge to give lake the early lead.

 Things would rapidly go from bad to worse, follow-
ing a three-and out on their first possession of the game. 
Jaymeire Snell would take the Buccaneer’s punt 50 yards 
for a touchdown and just like that, Lake had doubled 
their advantage to 12-0 with just over five minutes  

remaining in the first quarter “We had our problems to 
start the game, but I thought that if we could just calm 
down, we could play our way back into it.” Coach Shaun 
Strickland said.

 The Bucs did settle down, specifically on defense. The 
next time Lake had the ball, Tyndall would roll to his 
right looking to pass. In doing so he lost the football, 
which Milford eagerly pounced on at the Spartans 26-
yard line. It looked as if Milford would not be able to 
take advantage of the situation as they had little success 
moving the ball. However, a key defensive pass interfer-
ence penalty on Lake, extended the Milford drive. 
Milford gained some confidence and got their first 
points of the game as junior Elijah Lake would take it in 
from five yards out. A successful two-point conversion 
made the score 12-8 Lake in front, as the first quarter 
came to an end.

 On Lake’s next possession Milford forced them to 
punt as the defense stood tall. What followed would be 
a huge mistake for the Bucs. Following the three-and 
out, Milford mishandled the Lake punt, with the Spar-
tans pouncing on it in Milford territory. Lake wasted 
little time converting their good fortune into points. A 
two-point conversion stretched the Lake advantage to 
20-8 with 8:11 remaining in the first half “We made so 
many mistakes tonight, some big, some small, but they 
all caught up to us in the end. While dropping the punt 
hurt us, that was just one play. I can give you a list of at 
least 20 plays where mistakes we made cost us posses-
sion or points.” Strickland said.

See BUCS on page 26
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showing, from sophomore running back Ayden Young. 
Milford had certainly had their chances, but they con-
tinued make mistakes, where Lake continued to make a 
statement. 

 Lake was clearly the better team once they started 
rolling, but there is little doubt Milford helped them out 
with a combination of silly mistakes. These are the same 
mistakes Milford made in their all too close against 
North County, MD, in their prior game “This can’t go 
on, players need to know their assignments, do their 
jobs, and not give away free yardage. We need to get it 
correctly quickly as this season could be over before we 
know it. We have to head down to a hostile environ-
ment at Delmar this week, if we continue to make the 
same mistakes, they will run us into the ground.” Strick-
land concluded.

CLICK HERE TO SEE MORE PHOTOS

 The mistakes would continue for Milford as they 
turned the ball over on their next possession. It would 
take Lake all of two plays to capitalize on the Buccaneer 
blunder, as they increased their lead to 28-8, following a 
two-point conversion.

 On the ensuing drive Milford would drive deep into 
Lake territory, before turning it over on downs at the 
Spartan three-yard line. It was at this point Lake would 
take a page out of the Milford script, on an ill-advised 
toss play in their own end zone, Lake would fumble and 
the BUCS would jump on it for a touchdown. Suddenly 
Milford closed the gap to 28-14 after a failed extra point 
attempt, which would be the score the teams would take 
into the locker room.

 To start the second half, Milford would go right down 
the field, with senior Ryan Mejia connecting on a 32-
yard strike to fellow upper classmen A.J. Kravitz, making 
the score 28-20 with less than a minute gone in the sec-
ond half.

 While the Milford defense would hold on the ensuing 
drive, the Lake punt would pin Milford back on their 
own six-yard line. With Milford trying to pass from their 
own end zone, Lake would strip the ball from Mejia for 
a quick touchdown, making the score 34-20 Lake, with 
just over 7:00 remaining in the third quarter.

 Milford was still not out of it however, as junior Keith 
Owens would return the kick-off 85 yards for a touch-
down. Milford would fail to convert, but it was now a 
one score game, with plenty of time left on the clock. It 
would be the closest that Milford would get.

 Lake took control of the play, with a dominant run-
ning attack, led by determined offensive line and a solid 

BUCS from page 25
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POLICE & FIRE
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POLICE & FIRE PANHANDLERS ON 
ROUTE 113 CAUSING 
SAFETY CONCERNS

BY TERRY ROGERS

During the committee and ward report section of a 
recent Milford City Council agenda, Councilwoman 
Katrina Wilson commented that she had received sev-
eral complaints from residents about panhandling at 
intersections of Rt. 113. Councilwoman Wilson stated 
that many people felt the issue was getting out of hand.

“I’m assuming they are homeless, but it’s becoming 
overwhelming,” Councilwoman Wilson said. “I defi-
nitely can relate to their concerns because it is not just 
daytime. They’re staying out there longer and longer, 
depending on whichever corners are getting more and 
it makes individuals very uncomfortable. I know this is 
happening throughout the United States but wondered 
if there was something we could do about it.”

Mayor Archie Campbell thanked Councilwoman 
Wilson for bringing up the issue and stated that when 
he lived in the city, there were ordinances against loiter-
ing. He also commented that he had seen one of the 
individuals getting out of a brand new car, head into Burg-
er King to change clothes and come back out with a sign.

“So, the Attorney General’s Office has told us that we 
cannot arrest them for standing there with signs,” Act-

ing Police Chief Ed Huey said. “As long as they are on 
sidewalks or in the median, we cannot arrest them. 
Now, we have been issuing tickets if they step off that 
curb to retrieve money and it is witnessed by us. But 
unfortunately, the Attorney General’s Office has given 
us specific directions.”

Councilman Todd Culotta suggested looking at Sea-
ford’s ordinances, stating that they just passed 
regulations that would not allow people to stand in the 
median or in lanes.

“I think we all appreciate the point that these folks 
have to do this and it’s not our place to judge,” Council-
man Culotta said. “I think there’s things we can do that 
prevents this in certain places. I think Seaford recently 
went through this and maybe we should look at some of 
what they did.”

Councilman Jason James concurred with Council-
man Culotta, pointing out that the people standing in 
the median or a lane were a safety issue.

“What’s the driver’s risk of being afraid to hit the per-
son?” Councilman James said. “They’re so close, your 
mirror could hit them and that could be a lot of trouble. 
I’ve also spoken about this with people who represent 
groups of realtors that when they’re showing properties 
and trying to get people to come to Milford and invest 
in Milford, one of the things they look at is the number 

See PANHANDLERS on page 29
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of panhandlers we have in our medians and things of 
that nature. It has had a negative impact on our efforts 
in economic growth.”

Councilman Brian Baer asked if this was mainly along 
Rt. 113 and Councilwoman Wilson stated that it was. 
She also had seen individuals step into the road if a car 
is giving a donation, making it even more dangerous.

“It also makes people angry because they don’t like it,” 
Councilwoman Wilson said. “Other people, they are 
just concerned about safety.”

Councilman Baer agreed, pointing out that the traffic 
on Rt. 113 was very heavy. He stated that his wife had 
also seen one of the panhandlers get out of a very new 
car holding a sign.

“I’m glad Mrs. Wilson brought this up,” Councilwom-
an Nirmala Samaroo said. “I got a few emails from 
constituents saying that they had recommended some 
of the programs for low income families for housing to 
one of these people and they were not qualified. Other 
programs, they had to go on a long waiting list. So, they 
have concerns about what they should do. I don’t have 
the answer because when I looked up the requirements 
on those programs, based on their situation, they’re not 
qualified.”

Councilwoman Samaroo suggested the city look fur-
ther into a tiny home project or something that would 
help provide homes for those that were currently facing 
homelessness. City Manager Mark Whitfield stated that 
the matter would be added to a future workshop as he 
had also received multiple letters and emails regarding 
the problem.

PANHANDLERS from page 28
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