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HEADLINES

HOLIDAY STROLL PLANNED 
FOR DECEMBER 3
BY TERRY ROGERS

Enjoy an old-fashioned Christmas in charming  
Milford, DE, at the annual Holiday Stroll & Christmas 
Market on Saturday, Dec. 3 from 3 to 8 p.m. Milford 
will close two blocks of Walnut Street and one block of 
Park Avenue so everyone can stroll to the shops, restau-
rants, bakeries, art galleries and library for seasonal 
treats, store sales, children’s activities, Christmas Tree 
display, and live holiday entertainment! You will find 
unique artisan and one-of-a-kind handmade gifts at the 
Milford Christmas Market along the Mispillion River-
walk and Walnut Street.

“The Milford Community Bank will greet arriving 
festival goers on one end of the street as they play on the 
steps of the First Presbyterian Church,” Janne Collins, 
executive director of Downtown Milford Inc. (DMI) 
said. “There will also be performances of the Suzuki  
Violin Academy, flute and violin ensembles as well as a 
harpist playing at the Music School of Delaware. Be sure 

See STROLL on page 4

to get tickets for the “Trial of Ebenezer Scrooge” which 
will begin at 7 p.m. in the Riverfront Theatre.”

Of course, Santa Claus and his elves will be available 
for pictures. You will also see the strolling Elf Choir from 
Kee Note Music, Irish dancers and the Leprechaun, a 
live nativity with actors, animals, and an angelic choir 
that will surely delight you!

Plenty of delicious food will be available for dinner at 
downtown Milford’s favorite restaurants: Benvenuto’s, 
Bibis, Arena’s, La Ortolana Pizza, Park Place, La Haci-
enda, as well as Dolce, The Well and My Sister’s Fault 
bakeries. There will also be popular food vendors—
Dixie’s Downhome Cooking, Carl Haber Hots, 
Heavenly Taste, Tracian’s Eatery and House’s Rockin’ 
BBQ—throughout the festival.

“This year, we are asking everyone to pick up a Golden 
Ticket Passport at participating businesses,” Collins 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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STROLL from page 3

said. “Visit at least 10 of those participating in order to 
get your passport stamped. Once you have the stamps, 
head to the DMI booth to receive an ornament and be 
entered into a drawing for a gift basket.”

Participating businesses include It’s About Time Clock 
Shop, Irish Rose Gift Shop, Tax Chicks, Mispillion Art 
League, Red Bandana, Milford Public Library, First 
Presbyterian Church, Stone & Sage, Gallery 37, Bridging 
the Gap Thrift Store, Go Paint Ceramics, Milford  
Museum, Anchor Church, Milford Garden Club, The 
Music School of Delaware, Fur Baby, Milford Church of 
God, UNITED Church, Benvenuto, T-Mobile, First 
Class Properties, Avenue United Methodist Church and 
My Bambino Personalized Gifts.

This event is “snow” or shine and free of charge. Be 
sure to stop in at the Milford Museum where they are 
selling portions of the Jane Pugh Churchman Santa 
collection. Other valuable pieces of that collection are 
on display as well.

“So, don your holiday finest and join us as we cele-
brate this festive time of year in charming Milford, DE,” 
Collins said. “The Holiday Stroll 2022 and the Milford 
Christmas Market are made possible by Downtown 
Milford, Inc.’s volunteers and our sponsors Beebe Hos-
pital, Bayhealth, Kent County Tourism, The Chronicle, 
DelOne, Irish Rose, Tax Chicks, Causey Mansion, It’s 
About Time Clock Shop, Milford Church of God and 
UNITED.

See STROLL on page 5

PACE Your LIFE 
is a Program of 
All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly

PACE Your LIFE is designed for adults 55+ who require 
assistance with activities of daily living but want to 
remain in their homes for as long as possible.

302-865-3565
www.paceyourlifemwv.com 

YOUR LIFE, YOUR HOME, YOUR WAY

Coordinated health care 
Social activities
Medication management
Transportation and more

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://paceyourlifemwv.com/
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Downtown Milford, Inc. is a volunteer driven 501c3 
non-profit that helps revitalize Milford’s historic down-
town for the enjoyment of the community. If you or 
your organization would like to volunteer, partner with 
or become a sponsor of Downtown Milford, Inc.’s com-
munity events, contact Collins at  director@
downtownmilford.org or 302-839-1180.

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/holiday-stroll-planned-for-december-3/
https://www.firststateeducate.org/
https://bayhealth.info/3UfTQvW
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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HEADLINES BENVENUTO TO HOLD 15TH 
ANNUAL TOY DRIVE
BY TERRY ROGERS

What began as a way for Poncho and Lisa Johnson to teach their son, Colby, that 
Christmas was not just about getting gifts when he was five years old will continue at 
Benvenuto. The annual Milford Police Department Toy Drive will be held at the 
restaurant on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 9 and 10, during the restaurant’s regular hours.

“Anyone who brings in a wrapped toy worth $25 or more will receive a $25 gift card 
to Benvenuto,” Mrs. Johnson said. “We also will take a $25 Walmart gift card as they 
can use that to purchase items that are not provided. Take My Hand Ministries pays 
for half the gift card and Benvenuto pays for the other half in order to encourage 
people to donate.”

When their son was just five years old, Mrs. Johnson explained that he began talking 
like most children do around the Christmas season, telling his parents about all the 
things he “wanted” or hoped to “get” for Christmas. She and her husband felt this 
was not a good thing for him to focus on and she reached out to the Milford Police 
Department to see if they could assist with a toy drive.

“At that time, they didn’t even have one,” Mrs. Johnson said. “So, we decided to do 
it ourselves, just me, Poncho and Colby. We did it here at the house.”

Eventually, the Johnsons began to include friends and family in the toy drive which 
grew to be a huge event. They would have people bring a gift to the house where they 
would provide wagon rides with a police escort to deliver the gifts to the police  
station. Everyone returned to their house for pizza and fellowship.

“It grew so big, we ended up having to get school buses to carry people to the police 
station,” Mrs. Johnson said. “We had more than 100 people at our house and Santa 
would make an appearance. We had a bonfire where we roasted marshmallows and 
had hot chocolate.”

As Colby and his friends outgrew the wagon rides, fewer people were coming to the 
house for the celebration although they continued to deliver gifts. This led the  

See TOYS on page 7

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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Johnsons to offer a free Sunday brunch at their home 
and turned over management of the toy drive to Take 
My Hand Ministries. When they opened their Tuscan 
restaurant, Benvenuto, they decided to move the Sun-
day brunch there.

“We held the first brunch before we were even open,” 
Mrs. Johnson said. “There were not even booths in-
stalled yet. The Bridge radio station set up tables for us 
the night before and we held a blessing of the restaurant 
party with the ministry handling the cost of the food.”

In 2020, the COVID pandemic forced the Johnsons to 
cancel the brunch, but they still wanted to offer some-
thing in exchange for the donated toys. They decided to 
offer the free gift cards instead.

“People liked it so much that we figured we might as 
well keep that going,” Mrs. Johnson said. “For each toy 
or gift card donated, you receive a $25 gift card that you 
can save and use yourself or give as a gift.”

Over the years, Mrs. Johnson said that people have 
donated bicycles, scooters, hoverboards and more. Be-
cause so many of the gifts are for younger children, the 
gift cards are used to take parents shopping for children 
who are 12 and older.

Gifts can be delivered to the restaurant from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9 or 12 noon to 9 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 10. Once collected, all gifts are turned over 
to the Milford Police Department for distribution.

“Our goal is to give gifts to those who may not be able 
to get them from other sources,” Mrs. Johnson said. 

See TOYS on page 8

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
http://milfordsouthernstates.com
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“We want to help those who may not be able to afford 
gifts who might not qualify for other donation services.”

For more information, contact Benvenuto at 302-265-
2652.

STROLL from page 7

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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https://www.gbc.edu/
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BUSY DECEMBER PLANNED AT 
MILFORD LIBRARY
BY TERRY ROGERS

As the holidays approach, the Milford Public Library 
has many fun events planned that are sure to keep all 
the members of your family entertained. The month 
begins with a matinee of the “Miracle on 34th Street,” 
according to Carolyn Tabor, program director.

“The matinee of ‘Miracle on 34th Street,’ which is a 
Christmas classic, will be presented Dec. 2 at 2 p.m. in 
the Lion’s Room,” Tabor said. “This movie has been a 
classic for generations and we are excited to bring it to 
Milford this holiday season.”

The library will celebrate Delaware Day with a pre-
sentation by members of the Milford Museum on 
Delaware’s own founding father, Caesar Rodney. “Caesar 
Rodney: How a Delaware Farmer Saved Independence” 
will be presented on Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. The program will 
highlight the life and accomplishments of Rodney. 
There will also be trivia and prizes during this event. 
The fun continues on Dec. 8 with “Crafter Afternoon 
with Alice” where those who attend will create a fun 
snowman using a Coffeemate creamer container with 
the red top. Those who wish to participate are asked to 
bring their own container.

“On Dec. 9, Mike Rasmussen, owner and head distiller 
of Painted Stave Distilling, will provide details on  
Spirits and Distilling in Delaware,” Tabor said. “Painted 
Stave is an award-winning craft distillery that has been 
creating unique flavors of alcohol for over 10 years. Mike 
will not only provide us with details on the history of 
distilling in Delaware, he will teach you how to make the 
perfect classic Old Fashioned. Painted Stave spirits and 
cocktails will be available and this is a 21 and older event.”

Throughout the month of December, the library will 
present it Christmas Tree Extravanganza. Proceeds 
from this year’s event will go to the Dematrakis family 
as Kasey Dematrakis continues fighting against breast 
cancer. The library will also be open on Saturday, Dec. 
3 for the Holiday Stroll and Christmas Market.

For more information about the library, contact them 
at 302-422-8996.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/busy-december-planned-at-milford-library/
https://www.beachbabieschildcare.com/milford-center/
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sons, her warmth and hospitality were reflected in the 
genuine care she took to create this memorable annual 
celebration of Christmas, showcasing her cherished 
Santa collection from nostalgic St. Nicholas to cleverly- 
created-Claus. There was not a nook without his beam-
ing face, not a cranny without his cheerful countenance, 
throughout her entire home. A charming delight for 
children of all ages, from family to friend to acquain-
tance. Mom shared her love of this special time of year 
with all who entered her home and none who visited 
soon forgot Christmas at the Churchmans.”

All proceeds of the sale of select Santa’s will benefit 
the Milford Museum mission of preserving history for 
future generations.

“We are so excited to offer this Christmas display this 
year,” Nicole Rogers, operations manager, said. “We 
have transformed the museum into a virtual North Pole 
with the Santa items prominently displayed. Many of the 
Santas are valuable while others have sentimental value 
to the members of the Churchman family. We will be 
returning those to the family after the holiday season, 
but they have graciously allowed us to raise funds with 
a few of the priceless family heirlooms. Thank you to 
Denise Curtis, Jane’s niece, for making this possible.”

The Milford Museum is located at 121 South Walnut 
Street in Milford and is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. For more information, con-
tact them at 302-424-1080.

CULTURE

BY TERRY ROGERS

The Milford Museum was recently the recipient of the 
Jane Pugh Churchman Santa Collection, an extensive 
collection of memorabilia collected over many years. 
The family of Churchman, who was born in Leipsic and 
later lived in Dewey Beach, generously donated the 
items to spread her Christmas spirit. The figurines in-
clude ceramics, ornaments and animated figurines. The 
collection is now on display at the Milford Museum and 
some of the items are available for sale.

“Mom transformed her home into a magical Christmas 
wonderland during the holidays,” Giancarla Churchman, 
her daughter-in-law said. “A gracious hostess for all sea-

MILFORD MUSEUM 
RECEIVES SANTA DONATION

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/milford-museum-receives-santa-donation/
https://www.dtcc.edu/
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BY TERRY ROGERS

Margaret Swinchoski, a 
flutist who resides in Sugar 
Maple Farms, will cele-
brate the 20th anniversary 
of Palisades Virtuosi at 
Carnegie’s Weill Recital 
Hall on Nov. 29. The per-
formance will include 
nearly 100 new works,  
including those written 
for the group by Rita 
Blacker, Adrienne Albert 

and Patrick D. Finley. Special guests will include Adri-
enne Albert, Eric Ewazen and more.

“We are celebrating the 20th anniversary of our very 
first concert as a trio,” Swinchoski said. “We are incred-
ibly excited to announce that we have received The 
American Prize—Ernst Bacon Award for performance 
of American music. That is a pretty big deal. I am the 
flutist with the ensemble and my career in New York 
City consisted of many years of flute performance, in 
recitals, as a sub on various Broadway shows, in several 
different area orchestras and also as principal flute on 
the NY Gilbert & Sullivan Players Orchestra.”

Swinchoski began her musical career at the age of nine 
in Vermont. She graduated with high honors with de-

MILFORD WOMAN TO PERFORM 
AT CARNEGIE HALL

grees in both Performing Arts and Music Education 
from Johnson State College in Johnson, NY. She has also 
been honored with their Outstanding Alumni Award. 
Swinchhoski earned a Master of Arts degree from  
Aaron Copland School of Music at Queens College.

“I travel to Ohio each summer to play principal flute 
with the Lancaster Festival Orchestra and am on the 
faculty of The Ridgewood Conservatory in Ridgewood, 
NJ,” Swinchoski said. “I have recently been appointed to 
the faculty for the Music School of Delaware in Milford.”

A new arrival in Delaware, Swinchoski recently 
formed a new flute and harp duo, Duo Dolce, with Joy 
Slavens, performing throughout Kent and Sussex  
counties. They will be performing a holiday music  
concert at the Greenwood Library on Saturday, Dec. 3 
at 11 a.m. She was also the featured soloist at the  
National Flute Convention in the world premiere of 
“From the Hudson Valley” as well as Richard Lane’s 
Flute Concerto with the Adelphi Chamber Orchestra.

Swinchoski is married and her husband was a stage-
hand on Broadway, working on “Wicked” for the last 17 
years of his career. They moved to Milford just over a 
year ago.

Delivering Energy That Makes Life Better.

For more than 160 years, Chesapeake Utilities has been committed 
to delivering affordable energy, helping families and businesses 
lower their energy costs while supporting significant economic 
development for their communities.  This commitment drives our 
forward-thinking investments in energy projects that contribute 
to a lower-carbon future and has resulted in reductions in 
emissions from both our operations and our customers. 

Learn more at chpk.com.

CAPE HENLOPEN REGION
LEWES, DELAWARE

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/milford-woman-to-perform-at-carnegie-hall/
https://chpkgas.com/
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BUSINESS THE VILLAGE AND VENUE TO OPEN IN 
FORMER KEIR BUILDING

BY TERRY ROGERS

The building at 27 S. Walnut Street has a rich history, 
housing everything from Derrickson’s Clothing Store 
to, most recently, Josephine Keir Unlimited, a high-end 
décor and furniture store. Recently, the building was 
purchased by Zack and Marissa King who are leasing 
the building to Taylor Rettano who plans to open The 
Village and Venue.

“The eatery part of The Village will offer Acai bowls, 
fresh fruit smoothies, refreshers, yogurts, waffles and 
more,” Rettano said. “The Venue will be an open space. 
There is indoor and outdoor space and we have so many 
exciting things lined up for this space that includes the 
community! The venue has just over 1,300 square feet 
of indoor space and about 500 square feet of outdoor 
space, although this is just an estimate as construction 
is still underway.”

Born and raised in Delaware, Rettano’s father was in 
the military and spent his entire career in Dover. She is 
very close to her parents, Jeff and Karen Michaels.

“They are truly my rock, and they encourage me in 
everything I do. I really am who I am because of them,” 
Rettano said. “

Rettano attended Caesar Rodney High School, gradu-
ating in 2012. She played softball in high school and 
competed at the travel ball level. After high school,  
Rettano joined the Air Force Reserves where she met 
her husband, Anthony. They were both deployed and See VILLAGE on page 16

ended up back in Dover together. They dated for five 
years before getting married in 2020. Their son, Avery, 
was born in 2021.

“Parenthood is absolutely amazing and is actually 
where the name ‘The Village’ came from,” Rettano said. 
“I am also team leader of the real estate team, Diamond 
Coast Group at Northrop Realty.”

Milford is a beautiful community, according to  
Rettano, which is why she decided it was a good place to 
open the business.

“There are so many options with more and more  
coming to the community each day,” Rettano said. “I 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.del-one.org/wincentive-savings-accounts/
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did a lot of non-profit work in the Dover area in my past 
work experiences, so Milford was another great town to 
be part of and I decided to jump on the opportunity 
when it presented itself. I have a lot of friends and  
professional relationships in Milford. I’ve been looking 
for a specific space for a while and my friends knew this. 
When they purchased the building, Zack approached 
me and said, ‘I have the perfect space for you.’ When I 
walked in the door, I knew. I love it.”

The one challenge Rettano believes she will have is 
the business hours the The Village will operate. Cur-
rently, she plans to be open six days a week from 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., but those may be adjusted as time goes on. 
The Venue will have its own hours based on scheduled 
events. Since the building is still under construction, 
she is not sure when The Village and Venue will open.

“Opening day,” Rettano said when asked what she was 
most excited about with the new business. “I cannot wait 
to see everyone and give the community something 
they are missing.”

VILLAGE from page 15

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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BUSINESS GALLERY 37 CELEBRATES 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY

BY TERRY ROGERS

After retiring from teaching, Marcia Reed knew she 
wanted to open a gallery as a second career although 
she intended to open one in her native Massachusetts. 
She reconnected with David Pickrell, her now husband, 
who was president of Italian International Belting in 
Newark. The two dated in high school from the age of 
15 to 23 and reconnected after 37 years.

“He was driving to see me in Massachusetts for three 
years and asked me if I would consider thinking of 
opening my new art gallery anywhere in Delaware,” Reed 
said. “After about a year and a half of seriously looking 
and being persuaded by real estate people to look in 
Lewes and Rehoboth, I almost purchased a building in 
Delaware City. I wanted an up and coming town and 
not one that was already established with their vision.”

Reed knew that she did not have a beach-related  
gallery in terms of what she hoped to exhibit. Pickrell 
called her after finding a location in Milford, telling her 
that he thought he had discovered a place she would 
love, as it had an apartment upstairs with retail below. 
Milford had a nice charm in the downtown area plus 
she had views of the Mispillion River. With that,  
Gallery 37 was born.

“I have been a painter my whole life,” Reed said. “I 
knew this was my direction early on in second and third 
grade. I wrote a career report in eight grade about want-
ing to be an artist. In my senior year in high school, the 

See GALLERY on page 18

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Agawam High School newspaper wrote an article that 
my passion was to be an artist and own my own art  
gallery on the coast of Maine.”

A native of New England, Reed was born in western 
Massachusetts. She earned a Master of Fine Arts in 
painting and a Bachelor of Fine Art Education from the 
University of Massachusetts. She student taught for 16 
weeks at Granby High School and was in a juried  
group painting exhibit in 1977 where she met a woman 
who taught ceramics at a private boarding school in 
Easthampton, MA.

“She told me that her school was looking for a draw-
ing teacher,” Reed recalled. “I applied for this position 
along with many others and had three interviews with 
the headmaster. I was hired for that drawing position 
and to teach Middle School art. This led me to another 
art position in the Upper School. I was so fortunate to 
land this Upper School position with this age group! I 
taught painting and Basic Design at the Williston 
Northampton School for 35 full-time years, retiring in 
June 2012 and moved that August to Milford.”

Although Reed never opened her gallery on the coast 
of Maine, she did teach for 15 years at the Maine College 
of Art in Portland in their summer intensive programs. 
That opened up opportunities to exhibit her own paint-
ings in gallery shows all around Portland, including 
York, Isesboro, Yarmouth and Blue Hill, Maine.

“I have enjoyed getting to know my customers per-
sonally over the 10 years my gallery has been open,” 
Reed said. “I have built some nice friendships and I feel 
grateful they have supported me financially and emo-
tionally with the vision I had for the gallery. My artists/

GALLERY from page 17

artisans are amazing and seasoned professionals. Be-
cause of that fact, my exhibitors are high quality, higher 
priced and many are American Craft Council members 
and Professors of art. It is a weekly challenge to com-
municate that fact, that art can command a high price 
even in this small town that I chose. Our downtown 
area does not get a lot of foot traffic at all. I realized and 
learned, that I am a destination Gallery and business.”

Reed explained that the artists she works with have 
worked a lifetime to reach the level to display in a  
gallery. For them, it is not a hobby or a sideline activity. 
She believes strongly that there are plenty of galleries 
around southern Delaware that can cater to all incomes 
and art tastes.

“I am definitely a destination gallery with a contem-
porary look for my clientele,” Reed said. “I feel strongly 
that art can connect you to another human being and their 
vision can add brightness and meaning to your home.”

Reed is still putting together the vision for the next 10 
years in her gallery. She is hoping for more downtown 
growth as more eating locations open up and bring  
visitors who will linger or walk by the businesses on 
Walnut Street. She is hopeful as she hears of the new 
things developing that will benefit everyone in Milford.

To celebrate her 10th anniversary, Reed is holding an 
open house at Gallery 37, located at 3 S. Walnut Street 
in Milford. There will be food provided by Fortunata’s 
Bakery, cheeses, wine and a special cake designed by 
Rous of My Sister’s Fault. Gallery 37 is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m. For more 
information, contact Reed at 302-265-2318.

Proud partners in our 
Delaware communities

 
  

 
 

mountaire.com

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
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CITY DISCUSSES WAIVERS FOR NEW 
FOOD BANK BUILDING
PRESS RELEASE

Milford City Council recently approved waiver  
requests from the Food Bank of Delaware related to the 
new building they are constructing in the Milford busi-
ness park off of Airport Road. One waiver, totaling 
$106,000, did not require council approval, but two  
others totaling $249,000 required approval not only 
from council but from Carlisle Fire Company as well.

“The first waivers they are requesting are water and 
sewer impact fees, which are administratively allowed 
to be waived based on city code,” City Planner Rob 
Pierce said. “Council had adopted some economic  
development incentive programs that gave staff the  
authority to execute them without having to bring them 
back in front of council every time. The other two  
waivers were from the Police Enhancement Fund which 
is 0.75 percent of the construction cost which we antic-
ipate being around $24 to $25 million. The last request 
was to waive the 0.25 percent Carlisle Fire Company 

Enhancement Fund that we pass through to the fire 
company for capital improvements.”

Pierce explained that the waiver for the Police  
Enhancement Fund would total around $187,000 while 
the Carlisle Enhancement Fund would be around 
$62,000. Pierce stated that it may be better to table the 
Carlisle Fire Company request until the company  
approved the waiver as it could impact their funding in 
the future. Mark Whitfield, city manager, also pointed 
out that building permit numbers are down this year so 
there is some concern that the city will need to take out 
more bonds for the new police station. Finance Director 
Lou Vitola stated that the city had hoped to have a $1 
million in the fund before going out to get permanent 
financing, but the curve had flattened with construction 
over the past year.

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

See WAIVERS on page 21
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“With our non-profit status and desire to make sure 
that we can put as much money as we can into our mis-
sion of feeding people, we wanted to be sure we didn’t 
leave any stone unturned,” Chad Robinson, director of 
External Affairs for the Food Bank of Delaware, said. 
“If you’ve been by Delaware Veteran’s Boulevard of late, 
you certainly see the project is moving right along. 
Footers have gone in; I believe the elevator shaft and the 
beginning of three stairs have begun. For us, this is just 
a way to be sure we are making the best use of the money 
we raise.”

Robinson explained that the Food Bank had sent a  
request to Carlisle Fire Company regarding the waiver 
for their funding but had not received any response. 
Councilman Jason James asked about other waivers the 
Food Bank had received, expressing some concern 
about the Police Enhancement Fund shortfall.

“We fell short on what we were expecting, and we 
based the referendum on a tax increase that we asked 
the citizens for based on all those parameters,” Coun-
cilman James said. “I just want to be sure council has 
that in mind when you’re considering your vote.”

Councilman Todd Culotta pointed out that the land 
was purchased from the city at current appraised value.

“So, there have not been incentives up to this point,” 
Councilman Culotta said. “Anytime you put in a sink 
or a toilet, whatever it might be in a commercial facility, 
you pay what’s called an impact fee. And that’s mostly 
the case of any municipality, the state, whatever it may 
be. It’s just essentially a cost to contribute to the fact 
that they can get you water, sewer, whatever. Personally, 

WAIVERS from page 20

See WAIVERS on page 22

I would like to wait to see what Carlisle says. The police 
fee is relatively new, it’s only been like two years. I think 
it is important to support the Food Bank when they 
come to us.”

Whitfield pointed out that the water and sewer fees 
were already waived administratively, but that the po-
lice and fire company enhancement funds required 
council approval.

“We just got the take home cars,” Councilman Andy 
Fulton said. “That’s a capital expense. We are borrowing 
money for the police station. We raised a referendum. I 
understand the importance of the Food Bank, but I also 
understand we are in this economic time for all of our 
citizens, not just those who utilize the Food Bank, but 
all the citizens. They deserve us to be fair here and I 
would suggest we not waive the fee and that we hold off 
on Carlisle until we hear back from them. I think they 
came to us wanting more money, not less and I don’t 
think they can afford to lose another $62,000 out of 
their budget.”

Councilman Culotta asked if there was a place coun-
cil could meet in the middle by partially waiving the 
fees rather than waiving the entire amount. Council-
man Fulton pointed out that half the fees being 
requested were already administratively waived.

“We have said ‘there you go, here’s all this money, 
$250,000 in fees are now gone from a quarter of a million 
dollars,’ that the city will not collect,” Councilman  
Fulton said. “Those are funds we use to give pay raises 
to our employees. So, we can do things like get another 
truck when a trash truck breaks down, or we need to get 
repairs. This is something we’re giving up, a quarter of 

a million dollars in service fees so that we can support 
the Food Bank. That’s a very large sum of money and I 
don’t think we can just scoff at that.”

Robinson explained that the total amount was around 
$470,000, but only about $250,000 would be waived for 
the police and fire company enhancement funds. Whit-
field also explained that both enhancement funds were 
not used for the general operating costs of the fire  
company or the police, but were a separate fund used 
for capital improvements. The funds waived already are 
also used for capital improvements, such as new water 
towers, but not for general operating costs.

“I’ve just seen them use these funds for projects  
because it frees up money they can use for other things 
like payroll,” Councilman Fulton said. “Perhaps I am 
just glossing over the bigger picture, but I see us move 
money to cover costs and then later having to move 
money again for manpower and other things.”

Vitola explained that the city used reserves to cover 
operating costs, but that they could not use the enhance-
ment funds for that purpose. Whitfield again pointed 
out that the city had hoped to have $1 million in the 
Police Enhancement Fund by this time and that had not 
materialized, which will mean additional bond money 
to complete the project.

Council agreed to table the request to waive the Carlisle 
Enhancement Fund fee until a response is received from 
the fire company. Council also voted to keep the Police 
Enhancement Fund fee at 0.75 percent. Sewer and water 
impact fees, however, were waived administratively, 
saving the Food Bank $106,000.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/city-discusses-waivers-for-new-food-bank-building/
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“We’re paying all this money for the superintendent 
and we give him raises that are not tied into anything, 
he just gets a raise,” Patton said. “Raises should be tied 
into success and progress and if it’s not, then why are we 
automatically rewarding them?”

Christina’s school board is now deciding the best  
instrument to use to evaluate its superintendent, Dan 
Shelton.

focus us on our top strategic priorities. Without feed-
back, it’s hard to know where we are and how we are 
progressing.” 

Two of the primary duties of school boards is selecting 
and supervising the district superintendent. 

“School board members do not have to be experts in 
any one area, but they need to be able to ask the right 
questions and acquire information essential to making 
good choices,” says the National School Board Associa-
tion website. “Finances, curriculum and testing, strategic 
planning, state and federal legal requirements, and  
evaluating the superintendent’s performance are some 
of the demands on modern school boards.”
Why evaluate the superintendent?

The average salary for superintendents in America is 
well into the six figures, with some making more than 
$200,000, according to a study from the School Super-
intendents Association.

EDUCATION

MANY DE DISTRICTS DON’T EVALUATE 
SUPERINTENDENTS ANNUALLY
BY JAREK RUTZ

Even though the job of superintendent of education is 
one of the most powerful in a school district, many Del-
aware districts don’t perform annual reviews of theirs.

“Some boards have a formal review, and some don’t,” 
said Donald Patton, board member of Christina School 
District. He was a teacher and principal for decades be-
fore being elected in May. “How do you hire someone in 
your top position, the only person that you hire as a 
board member, and there’s no evaluation being done 
until the contract is up?” he asks.

Advocacy group First State Educate is learning that 
annual performance evaluations for school districts are 
not common. 

“Hundreds of millions of dollars, learning outcomes 
where they are, and incredibly challenging teaching 
conditions means the stakes are very high for quality and 
sustainability,” says Laurisa Schutt, executive director. 
“Evaluations can be collaborative learning tools that  

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.nsba.org/
https://aasa.org/content.aspx?id=47703#:~:text=A%20superintendent's%20median%20salary%20ranged,of%20what%20male%20superintendents%20earn.
https://www.christinak12.org/
https://www.christinak12.org/
https://www.firststateeducate.org/
https://decharternetwork.org/
https://delawarelive.com/districts-dont-evaluate-superintendents-annually/
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them with information about autism and other devel-
opmental disabilities from a law enforcement and 
family perspective.”

The Milford Wellness Village, located in the former 
Milford Memorial Hospital, is an innovative, multi-use 
campus committed to delivering integrated health, ed-
ucation and other services not only for the city of 
Milford, but also for Kent and Sussex counties. To reg-
ister for the PACE Your LIFE open house, click HERE. 
Registration is free.

HEALTH

MILFORD WELLNESS VILLAGE TO PROVIDE 
HEALTHCARE SERVICES
BY TERRY ROGERS

As Milford Wellness Village continues to expand its 
services, they have a busy few weeks planned where they 
plan to offer additional healthcare to the community. 
On Nov. 29, Milford Wellness Village, in partnership 
with the Sussex County Mobile Unit from the Delaware 
Division of Public Health Community Health Services, 
they will offer free vaccinations and testing kits.

“There is no appointment necessary for the event 
which will run from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.,” said Lon Kief-
fer, executive director. “We will be offering flu shots, 
COVID-19 testing and vaccinations, as well as HIV 
testing, water and lead testing kits. We will also offer 
clinical and community resource connections plus 
counseling and referral services.”

The Mobile Unit will be located outside the Polaris 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center at 21 West Clarke 
Avenue.

On Friday, Dec. 1 from 2–4 p.m., PACE Your LIFE 
will hold an Open House and Happy Hour at the Milford 
Wellness Village.

“The public is invited to come learn more about PACE 
Your LIFE and tour their beautiful facility,” Kieffer said. 
“PACE Your LIFE provides comprehensive medical and 
social services to adults 55 and older that reside in their 
home but may require assistance. It is designed espe-
cially for those who are eligible for Medicare and/or 
Medicaid benefits. The open house will also offer light 
refreshments and wine. You can also enter to win a 
beautiful holiday gift basket.”

The upcoming events top off an eventful month at the 
Milford Wellness Village.

“Last month, we welcomed the Delaware Network for 
Excellence in Autism (DNEA),” Kieffer said. “They 
hosted a training session for first responders, providing 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/n8HtSfc/OpenHouseDecember?source_id=260a8e6c-0b15-4dae-85b8-9dffc68512c2&source_type=em&c=M1f4vyhBrSKQAIUTDkdMPFpbAWcHoOBWQ2GEmtHjywMSFtYAYKxrdA==
https://milfordlive.com/milford-wellness-villages-continues-to-provide-community-healthcare-services/
https://delawarelive.com/early-detection-still-the-best-way-to-fight-breast-cancer/
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SPORTS

STAFF REPORT

The 24th annual Reindeer Stampede at Killens Pond 
State Park Saturday was another rousing success, as 173 
runners participated in the event which benefits the 
Milford High School cross country teams.

Liam MeGinnis took the men’s 5K title in a time of 
17:30, while Keely Arndt was the female winner, record-
ing a time of 21:30. In addition to the 5K run, entrants 
could also participate in a walk or silent hero event.

“The total profit has not been determined yet,” said 
MHS coach Lance Skinner. “The proceeds will benefit 
the teams with gear, equipment needs, scholarships, 
etc., throughout the year.”

REINDEER STAMPEDE 
A HUGE SUCCESS

CORRECTION: Field Hockey
The Nov. 22 story wrapping up the Buccaneers’ season 

incorrectly stated that sophomore Bailey Masten was 
named second All-State. Masten, actually, was named 
first team All-State as was Hannah Zimmerman.

We apologize for the error.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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POLICE & FIRE

BY TERRY ROGERS

Thanks to the efforts of Carlisle Fire Company, Santa 
will once again make his rounds through the Milford 
area. After receiving Santa’s travel plans, the fire com-
pany announced that the jolly old elf will again climb 
aboard one of the company engines and travel around, 
much to the excitement of children in the area.

“Santa has checked his travel plans for the Carlisle 
Fire Company Santa Run on Dec. 4 for Kent County 
and Dec. 11 for Sussex County,” the fire company’s 
Facebook post read. “Yes, two separate runs on the 11th, 
even Santa needs help! If your location or neighborhood 
is not listed, we should be there around the timeframe 
closest to your area. Remember to listen for the sirens! 
We cannot wait to see everyone!”

SANTA TO TOUR MILFORD AREA THANKS 
TO CARLISLE FIRE COMPANY

On Dec. 4, Santa will travel throughout the Kent 
County section of the city, starting at North Shore Drive 
at noon. By 1:15, he is expected to be at Knott’s Landing 
and by 2:30, arrive at Woods Haven. He will return to 
North Street, Church Street and other areas in the 
northern downtown area around 3 p.m. He does plan to 
be in the Walmart parking lot around 12:50 p.m. and 
the Riverwalk Shopping Center around 4 p.m. He will 
end his tour at around 4:45 p.m. in the Milford Plaza 
Shopping Center.

Using some of his magic, Santa will make two tours 
on Dec. 11, when he visits the southern area of the city. 
He will begin one of the tours at noon in the Montgom-
ery and Franklin Street areas before heading to Shawnee 

Acres and arriving at the Meadows of Shawnee around 
1:30 p.m. He will then head to Hidden Meadows,  
Mattlind Estates and West Shores, arriving there around 
2:45 p.m. He will end near Brady Lane around 4:45 p.m.

The other area covered on Dec. 11 will begin at noon 
on King’s Highway, traveling to Old Shawnee Road, 
Woodside Drive and Bowman Terrace. Around 1:45 
p.m., he will be on Seabury Avenue, Cherry and New 
Street before heading to Lakeview Avenue. Around 3:15 
p.m., he will arrive on Causey Avenue before heading to 
Elks Lodge Road, Orchard Hill, Eastman Heights and 
down into Lincoln. He will end his tour at Mispillion 
Apartments and Walnut Crossing around 4:30 p.m.

“Santa’s arrival will be slightly early or late due to travel 
routes,” the fire company explained. “Please have  
patience with us. Please do not approach the fire trucks 
as they cannot stop. Our goal is to keep you safe.”

The entire itinerary for Santa can be found on the 
Carlisle Fire Company Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
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PHONE: 302-542-9231

For News & Information: news@delawarelive.com
To Advertise With Us: shupe@delawarelive.com 

instagram.com/milford_live/

twitter.com/live_delaware

facebook.com/delawarelivenews/

Watch Delaware Live on YouTube!

linkedin.com/company/delaware-live-news
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Without these collaborators,  
this outlet would not be 
possible:

Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in 
working alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing 
campaigns, through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech 
Community College, and Delaware Department of Health to small 
shops like Fur Baby Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto 
Tuscan Restaurant, we customize each plan to optimize the needs 
of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to 
see how we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with 
me in our virtual office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com

Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning
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