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ROOKERY PROPERTY SOLD, WILL REMAIN 
GOLF COURSE
BY TERRY ROGERS

According to Tim Johnson of Johnson Companies in 
Smyrna, the former Rookery North will remain an 18-
hole golf course after his company purchased the 
property recently. Although there have been many  
rumors about a restaurant that may be located on the 
property, Johnson is not ready to discuss those plans yet.

“It is going to remain an 18-hole golf course, not a 
nine hole or Executive Course. We’re going to hopefully 
have the clubhouse reopened as a restaurant. And that’s 
where our hurdle is. We have to finalize things with the 
city,” Johnson said. “We would like to change the zoning. 
I really don’t want to say what the restaurant may be. I 
mean, people have heard the name of the restaurant, we 
just really don’t want to release any details until officially 
the city says they’ll allow us to do this. I can just say that 
it will remain an 18-hole golf course, the whole full blown 
course, but we do have to have the restaurant to work 
with us. That’s the key to the whole deal.”

The Rookery North began as the Shawnee Country 
Club, a project of the Milford Junior Chamber of Com-
merce, or Jaycees, spearheaded by then-President Robert 
Corddry. Corddry and the Jaycee membership worked 
with business leaders in Milford to bring a country club 
to Milford. Corddry, an avid golfer, felt that a country 
club would serve Milford well, envisioning recreational 
activities like golf, swimming and tennis. The Jaycees 
spearheaded the project starting in 1958 and the coun-
try club opened in 1959 with a pool and pool bathhouse.

The golf course was originally nine holes and it opened 
in 1960. Tennis came to the Country Club in 1969 and 
two additional courts were added in 1975. The golf 
course became an 18-hole course in 1981 under the di-
rection of then President Lida Wells. The clubhouse, 
which opened in 1961, was furnished using donated 
S&H Green Stamps.

HEADLINES

See GOLF on page 4

COVID-19 doesn’t just crash holiday get-togethers — it cancels 
them. So whatever you’re celebrating this season, make sure 
you’ve gotten your bivalent booster and follow these other 

steps to stay safe and leave COVID out in the cold.  

Stay home if you’re sick.
Get vaccinated and boosted. 

Get tested before and after gatherings.
Wear a mask when cases are high.  

Don’t let COVID-19 freeze 
your holiday season.

For more information, 
visit de.gov/holidays.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/holiday-recommendations/


4

“Members were happy to give us the stamps because 
they were getting them for free,” Tilghman “Tig” Krauss 
said in a history of the club written by Lida Wilson 
Wells. “They didn’t feel like they had to give you money. 
Anyone who didn’t use Green Stamps were asked to 
make a small donation, I think we raised about $1,200. 
We also got a donation of furnishings from a company 
in Dover who was getting new equipment, using trucks 
lent to us by L.D. Caulk to bring the furnishings here.”

Interesting facts are found in Wells’ history of the 
club. The pond at Hole 13 is named after Cookie Lucas 
because he accidentally fell into it and several carts have 
gone rider-less into ponds on the course over the years. 
At one time, the children of members were allowed to 
retrieve balls from the pond at Hole 17. They could keep 
10, but the rest were used for range balls. A bald cypress 
stood at one time to the right of the fairway near the 
11th green, unusual since bald cypress are normally only 
found in swampy areas. Research into the property 
found that the tree is located in what was originally a 
marshy swamp which was drained during the construc-
tion of Shawnee Acres.

In 2011, the course and clubhouse were sold to The 
Rookery in order to open a second location in addition 
to their Milton course. On Aug. 29, 2020, members and 
patrons of the Rookery North received a letter from 
Butch Holtzclaw, Director of Golf, informing them that 
the golf course would close at the end of 2020. The letter 
cited the closure of the clubhouse and lack of cart reve-
nue during the COVID-19 pandemic as well as other 
economic factors that led to the decision.

GOLF from page 3

See GOLF on page 5

PACE Your LIFE 
is a Program of 
All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly

PACE Your LIFE is designed for adults 55+ who require 
assistance with activities of daily living but want to 
remain in their homes for as long as possible.

302-865-3565
www.paceyourlifemwv.com 

YOUR LIFE, YOUR HOME, YOUR WAY

Coordinated health care 
Social activities
Medication management
Transportation and more

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://paceyourlifemwv.com/
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“As you know, this year has been a difficult year for 
most businesses,” Holzclaw wrote. “At the Rookery, we 
were hit hardest during April and May. During that 
time, the clubhouses were closed and part of that time 
we had no cart revenue. During our nine years operat-
ing the North course, it has never operated at a profit. 
When the pandemic hit us in March and we started 
feeling the crunch in April, we thought about closing 
down the North course. We decided we could not do 
that because we had a responsibility to our membership 
to stay open.”

Since its closure, there have been several rumors and 
conjectures regarding the property. The city of Milford 
looked at purchasing the property in order to add a new 
well system that would serve Southeast Milford, but 
tests returned indicated the land would not provide sig-
nificant amounts of water. The city did purchase 
adjacent land that they have since declared green space 
in the Comprehensive Plan. As the land sat vacant, there 
were concerns the property would be purchased for de-
velopment, but Johnson states emphatically that the 
plan is to keep it a golf course.

“The course itself will be completely renovated, and 
we are working with multiple agencies to finalize the 
process,” Johnson said. “We hope to have an announce-
ment in February about the rest of the plans.”

GOLF from page 4
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MAGGIE S. MYERS RE-FLOATED; HISTORIC 
BOAT NEEDS YOUR HELP
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

“It’s a sad day in Bowers,” Bowers Beach mayor Ada 
Puzzo wrote in an email the other day. “Our Maggie 
sunk last night. She’s sitting on the bottom of the creek 
right now. I cried like a baby when I saw her there.”

She was referring to the Maggie S. Myers, the world’s 
oldest surviving oyster schooner.

“It’s hard to explain, but Maggie is more than a boat,” 
she wrote in a followup text to DelawareLive.

The boat belongs to Frank “Thumper” Eicherly, and 
stepbrother Brian Howard has launched a $100,000 Go-
FundMe campaign to help cover the massive costs of 
recovery. Currently, a little over $8,300 has been raised.

The boat, which was launched in 1893, sank just  
before Christmas while tied up at the town dock. It was 
re-floated on Jan. 4.

“We do not yet know the cause” of the sinking, How-
ard wrote on GoFundMe, adding that recovery “will be 

expensive and may very well bankrupt us.”
“She is registered as a US historic landmark, and Capt. 

Thumper has spent 20 years and almost $500,000 restor-
ing her,” he wrote. Part of that process was turned into 
a 2012 documentary titled “White Gold: Delaware’s 
Oystering History.”

Getting the boat out of the water took a lot of special-
ized equipment and people, including a crane, divers, 
airbags, pumps, generators, Delmarva Power, the  
Bowers Beach Volunteer Fire Company, the Delaware  
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control, and the U.S. Guard.

But much more work remains.
“Thumper lost all of the equipment he stores on the 

boat: generators, pumps, tools, maps, etc,” Puzzo wrote. 
“Stuff he’s used many times to help other boats in trouble 
out on the bay.”

CULTURE

See BOAT on page 8
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Why Thumper, Maggie deserve help
Both Puzzo and Howard framed their pitches that the 

Maggie S. Myers deserved help because of all the help 
that Eicherly and his wife, Jean, have given for years to 
the community and its watermen.

“Thumper and Jean have helped me when I needed 
it,” Marc Perry wrote when he made his donation. “They 
are amazing people.”

“If any soul deserves your help it is Capt. Thumper,” 
Howard wrote. “He is a 2009 inductee into the Mari-
time Hall of Fame who for decades has hosted weekly 
free meals for those who need them completely out of 
his own pocket. He was instrumental in developing 
fishing techniques that greatly reduced the demand for 
horseshoe crabs as bait (helping save this ancient and 
endangered species).

“Plus, he and Maggie are the ultimate good Samaritan 
vessel, having abandoned paying work to sail off and 
rescue other boats in distress countless of times. So 
many owe their actual lives to this man and his boat as 
he was always there with pumps and other lifesaving 
equipment well before the rescue boats could arrive. 
And now he needs your help.”

“All that information is gone,” Eicherly told WBOC 
about all the maps and drawings he acquired and com-
piled since buying the boat in 1999. “I guess I got it all 
up here,” he added, pointing to his head, “but that gets 
a little dicey.”

On the GoFundMe page, Howard said the crane, dive 
teams and airbag lifting equipment cost $30,000.

BOAT from page 7

“There will be environmental costs on top of this and 
at the least to get her back underway she will need a new 
wheelhouse as well as a motor, transmission, new sails, 
cleaning mud from the bilge and ceiling planking not 
to mention all new electronics like radar and GPS,” he 
wrote.

“Even if this goal is met, it may not cover all our  
expenses to save this great piece of history, but it sure 
will go a long way.”

Proud partners in our 
Delaware communities

 
  

 
 

mountaire.com

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://delawarelive.com/maggie-s-myers-needs-your-help/
https://mountaire.com/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
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On Jan. 3, residents of the Pine Haven development, 
located on Pine Haven Road near Lincoln, took  
complaints of unsafe conditions to Sussex County 
Council. Residents claim that their water is unsafe for 
consumption, some have no running water at all and 
there is raw sewage on the ground in some areas.

“I’m here on behalf of the residents of Pine Haven  
regarding the contaminated water, sewer, electrical lines 
and water shut off now. The contamination has been 
going on for one month today,” Linda “Lulu” Lucido 
said. “We’ve had the health department and DNREC 
out. The water is contaminated with nitrates, magne-

PINE HAVEN 
RESIDENTS TAKE 
UNSAFE CONDITIONS 
TO COUNTY COUNCIL

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

BUSINESS

See PINE HAVEN on page 11

sium, heavy, heavy things of iron and they’re telling us 
we can still drink it.”

Lucido explained that the property had recently been 
sold and, although the residents have not gotten official 
notice, they were told they would need to vacate the 
land within three years as there were plans to build a 
waterpark on the property. Many of the mobile homes 
in the park cannot be moved due to their age. In addi-
tion, Lucido stated that the park did not have a septic 
system, nor did it even have septic tanks. Instead, many 
of the residents were using cesspools which were no 
longer legal under Delaware code.

“We just try different things trying to contact people 
to help us work toward a solution, but it’s like we don’t 
exist. We understand that there’s other homeless people 
and they need just as much help as we do. But right now, 
these people that are living there have been there for 30 
years, for so many years,” Joy Kaiser said. “Like I said a 
92-year-old couple was crying to me the other night. 
They don’t know where they’re going. They don’t know 
what they can do. They can’t move their home because 
of the tenure rule. Anything over 10 years they don’t 
want in parks.”

Mike Murphy who worked in engineering for many 

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://www.gbc.edu/


11

PINE HAVEN from page 10

years, spoke on behalf of the residents of the park.
“You cannot repair the septic tanks that are used  

because they are not even really septic tanks. They are 
actually, back in the day when they put these in you 
were allowed, you could use a freezer or old washer and 
old dryer and they buried them in the ground,” Murphy 
said. “There’s no drain field to it whatsoever. And they 
pump that stuff out and then they’re supposed to take it 
to a wastewater treatment facility. We need to see the 
records on how many times they’ve actually pumped it 
out and taken it to a wastewater treatment facility  
because it costs money, and those records should be 
available. People have seen them take up one of the big 
200 gallon plastic tanks, pull it out and then take it 
down to the back of the property and pump it into the 
dry land which is now a cesspool and is running in to 
Cedar Creek.”

According to Murphy and the residents, calls to  
DNREC have not yielded any assistance. Sen. Dave  
Wilson stated that he believed there was plenty of blame 
to go around for allowing the Pine Haven development 
issues to continue without a solution.

“I don’t know how, but there’s enough blame to go 
around for everybody, for DNREC, throughout the state 
of Delaware, for county council with what’s happened 
here. We got to do something for these folks,” Sen. Wil-
son said. “This is a serious problem. I’m very concerned 
when I go there and visit, I see raw sewage and I see 
electric lines on top of the ground with kids running 
around and laying in water. It tells me it’s not safe for 
anybody to be there and how the county over the years 

has let this previous owner, the Cohees, continue to let 
that property fall into the form that it is today. With 
cesspools already developed 25 years ago. And we  
continue to let them do it.” Sen. Wilson suggested that 
any plans to put a water park on the property should be 
reconsidered as the land was highly contaminated by 
the raw sewage.

Hans Medlarz, county engineer, explained that there 
was not much council could do unless they created a 
sewer district.

“On the water and sewer side, this is a DNREC issue,” 
Medlarz said. “If you remember Pin Tail Point, we could 
not touch Pin Tail Point until it was a sewer district.”

John Rieley, council vice-president, pointed out that 
there was a three-year timeline before the current  
residents would need to vacate the land, which would 
make the sewer district obsolete even before it could be 
created. Councilman Vincent also pointed out that the 
costs for adding sewer and water to Pine Haven would 
be borne by the residents.

“I have no idea the income level of these people, but 
what it sounds like is like everything else,” Councilman 
Vincent said. “You create a sewer district and there’s a 
cost and you are going to receive a bill.” Medlarz  
confirmed that in other areas of the county where a 
sewer district was established, residents bore the cost of 
the system.

Sen. Wilson explained to council that he intended to 
work at the state level to find a solution for the Pine  
Haven residents when he returned to the legislature.

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/pine-haven-residents-take-unsafe-conditions-to-county-council/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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24-HOUR PHARMACIES ON WAY BACK 
TO DELAWARE
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

Pharmacies trying to surmount national staffing 
shortages and burnout are buying robots to sort meds, 
using remote pharmacists, offering bonuses as high as 
$75,000 and changing how pharmacists are evaluated.

They’re also cutting store hours. That’s why it appears 
that Delaware no longer has any 24-hour bricks-and-
mortar retail pharmacies. For now.

But there’s hope.
Walgreens, the No. 2 pharmacy chain nationwide, once 

had four Delaware stores with 24-hour pharmacies,  
according to Julie Miro Wenger, executive director of 

the Delaware Association of Chain Drug Stores. They’re 
now in the process of resuming around-the-clock  
service in Bear, Lewes and Seaford, she said.

Efforts were not successful to reach a Walgreens  
representative or local pharmacists for comment.
24-hour pharmacies in PA

A Walgreens page shows that the closest 24-hour 
Walgreens pharmacy to Wilmington is now in Brookha-
ven, PA. There are no 24-hour Walgreens within 50 
miles of Dover or Georgetown.

Rite Aid has 37 Delaware pharmacies. The earliest any 

is open is 8 a.m., the latest 10 p.m. (on Marsh Road in 
North Wilmington and New Castle Avenue in New 
Castle). There’s a 24-hour Rite Aid pharmacy at 260 W. 
Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia. Rite Aid has not had any 24-
hour pharmacies since 2014 in Delaware, according to 
spokeswoman Catherine Carter.

“Overall, we have seen pharmacist and pharmacy 
technician staffing levels improve across the 17 states 
we serve,” Carter said, “but like the rest of the industry, 
we continue to manage through shortages in some areas.”

CVS, the nation’s largest bricks-and-mortar chain, 
has 22 drugstores in Delaware. Its store finder finds no 
24-hour CVS pharmacies in Delaware.

Ditto for Walmart and Acme, also among the nation’s 
largest chains, ranked by pharmacy revenue.

At ChristianaCare, “the retail pharmacies have not 
been open 24 hours, and we do not have plans to expand 
hours beyond where they currently are,” spokesman 
Michael Chesney said.

More than three-quarters of community pharmacists 
are having a tough time filling open positions, a  
National Community Pharmacists survey reported in 
August, and one result is longer wait times for patients 
seeking to fill prescriptions.

Research on 24-hour pharmacies was based upon  
extensive searching online and queries to groups in 
Delaware (the Delaware Association of Chain Drug 
Stores, the Delaware Healthcare Association, the  
Delaware Pharmacists Society and the Medical Society 
of Delaware) and big chains (CVS, Rite Aid and  
Walgreens).

BUSINESS
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The city of Milford recently held a public workshop 
designed to present concepts for slowing traffic on South 
Walnut Street. The plans were created by Century Engi-
neering and included a bike/pedestrian path. The path 
is part of the Bicycle Master Plan adopted by council in 
November 2021. This plan was also created by Century 
Engineering. A similar shared use path is already 
planned for Northwest Front Street with the first phase 
to be installed as part of the new police station project.

“Two concepts were presented,” Sara Bluhm, Economic 
Development and Community Engagement adminis-
trator, said. “Both added a shared use bike-pedestrian 
path. Concept 1 removes all existing parking along 
South Walnut Street and Concept 2 reduces the overall 
number of parking spaces along South Walnut Street. 
Concept 2 also provides a three-foot grass buffer be-
tween the road and the shared use path. Both concepts 
also realigned and reconfigured intersections, had a  

PUBLIC SEES CONCEPT DRAWINGS TO SLOW 
TRAFFIC ON SOUTH WALNUT STREET
BY TERRY ROGERS

lateral shift of South Walnut Street, reduced the lane 
width to 11 feet and added striping plus lane markings.”

The new concepts were designed for South Walnut 
Street from McCoy Street to Maple Avenue. There are 
some residents of South Walnut Street who feel the op-
tions presented are more expensive than necessary, 
according to comments on social media.

“Baby steps work best,” Alan Walker commented. 
“Put in minimal calming measures and see if they  
succeed. If no change, add stricter measures until  
compliance is achieved. Going atomic doesn’t make the 
city inviting. Nothing kills commerce like a strangle-
hold on visitors.”

Initially, there were reports the new drawings would be 
on the agenda for the Jan. 9 council meeting. However, 
according to the city, the comments received at the open 
house in December will be implemented into a final 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

See TRAFFIC on page 15

Delivering Energy That Makes Life Better.

For more than 160 years, Chesapeake Utilities has been committed 
to delivering affordable energy, helping families and businesses 
lower their energy costs while supporting significant economic 
development for their communities.  This commitment drives our 
forward-thinking investments in energy projects that contribute 
to a lower-carbon future and has resulted in reductions in 
emissions from both our operations and our customers. 

Learn more at chpk.com.

CAPE HENLOPEN
LEWES, DELAWARE

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://chpkgas.com/
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concept plan that will be presented to council at a  
future workshop for discussion that would determine 
the next steps. In April 2022, the city asked DelDOT to 
conduct a traffic study to determine what steps could be 
taken to slow traffic on South Walnut Street.

“This would not require a public hearing for final rec-
ommendation,” Rob Pierce, city planner, said. “The study 
is still in progress and our team will be meeting during 
the month of January to review the feedback from the 
open house and discuss recommendations. Once the 
team has developed a final recommendation, this rec-
ommendation would be presented to City Council.”

Bluhm stated that the hope was to have the recom-
mendation ready for the Feb. 22 workshop agenda, but 
that date was not finalized at this time. In addition, 
Bluhm stressed that public comment is not permitted at 
workshops. There is a public comment portion of every 
council meeting that is limited to 15 minutes, with each 
person allotted three minutes to speak. All public  
comment at council meetings is also limited to agenda 
items only. At this time, there is no date for the pro-
posed changes to South Walnut Street to be presented 
to council at a regular meeting.

“The South Walnut Street study involved looking at 
solutions for traffic calming as well as addressing goals 
and objectives from the city’s Bicycle Master Plan and 
sidewalk connectivity initiative,” Pierce said. “We  
wanted to take a holistic approach when reviewing  
this portion of South Walnut Street in order to avoid 
going back at a later date to add curbing, install new 
sidewalks and install a shared use path.”

TRAFFIC from page 14

When the Bicycle Master Plan was approved in 2021, 
Pierce explained that that some bicycle paths were  
already included in site plans provided by developers on 
South Walnut Street.

“Some of the site plans we have had in recent years on 
Walnut Street as you get down to Milford Ponds and 
Simpson Crossing, their developments are constructing 
a shared use path all the way up to McCoy Street, so 
there are already large sections being constructed,” 
Pierce said at the time.

Information on several items the city is currently 
working on can be found HERE.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://milfordlive.com/public-sees-concept-drawings-to-slow-traffic-on-south-walnut-street/
https://www.cityofmilford.com/563/current-studiesprojects
https://www.beachbabieschildcare.com/milford-center/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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LIVESTREAMING OF MEETINGS SEEMS 
SET TO STAY AT LEG HALL
BY RACHEL SWICK MAVITY

As the Delaware General Assembly prepares to  
reconvene Tuesday for the start of its 152nd session, 
livestreaming of meetings seems set to stay. Nobody 
seems sure yet whether members of the House or Senate 
will be able to continue to vote remotely.

After fighting the livestreaming of meetings for years, 
the General Assembly started doing that when the 
COVID-19 pandemic shut down Legislative Hall, but 
government meetings needed to continue.

With Leg Hall reopened to the public, House Minority 
Leader Mike Ramone, R-Pike Creek, said he believes 
the General Assembly should do everything it can to 
enable the public to participate. Ramone says this in-
cludes livestreaming to allow increased participation in 
regular sessions and committee meetings.

Drew Volturo, House Democratic Caucus spokesman, 
says Delaware will “absolutely continue to livestream” 
both sessions and committee hearings.

“That is a permanent feature and doesn’t require any 
rules per se,” Volturo said.
Livestreaming rules

Each legislative session starts with rules for the session 
being voted on by the House and Senate. Ramone said 
the rules, expected to happen Tuesday, should include 
authorization for livestreaming.

Matt Revel, Senate Republican Caucus spokesman, 
said the rules resolution is usually the second resolution 
passed at the start of each session. Both Revel and  
Volturo were unsure if remote voting would continue.

See ASSEMBLY on page 17

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/
https://bayhealth.info/3UfTQvW
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ASSEMBLY from page 16

Revel said committee meetings will be in a hybrid  
format, allowing for in-person and online testimony. 
He believes that will mean remote voting will continue.

The majority caucus—and it’s Democrats in both 
houses—introduce the rules resolution. Revel said Friday 
that as far as he knows, a draft has not yet been circulated.

Pennsylvania’s Republican-dominated Senate last week 
passed a rule that said committee chairs could decide 
whether meetings would be televised or not. But, it said, 
voting must be done in person, except for emergencies.

Like Delaware, Pennsylvania’s legislature session takes 
place over two years, meaning rules passed this year 
will cover the 2023 and 2024 meetings. A Democratic 
version of the rule would have allowed both livestream-
ing and remote voting. It failed in committee.

While Revel said he is not sure how the rules may 
change this session, he agreed that livestreaming gives 
the public better access to Legislative Hall and it’s as 
easy as including it in session rules.

See the Senate opening session, including senators 
taking their oaths of office HERE.

See the House opening session, including representa-
tives taking their oaths of office HERE.

https://www.facebook.com/MilfordLive
https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00329/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20230109/5/2510
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00329/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20230109/4/2509
https://delawarelive.com/livestreaming-seems-set-to-stay-at-leg-hall/
https://www.cbanker.com/
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MSD HOLDS FIRST PUBLIC 
MEETING FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 
DESIGN

BY TERRY ROGERS

On Wednesday, Jan. 4, Milford Middle School held its first meeting to present  
preliminary drawings to the public related to the renovation of the historic building. 
The district plans two more meetings as it gets input from the public regarding what 
the school will look like after demolition and renovation.

“We began this journey back in 2018,” Dr. Kevin Dickerson, superintendent, said. 
“We appreciate those Milford Middle School committee members who are in atten-
dance tonight. As we had the planning process for about a year, the public made great 
recommendations which were supported by our board.”

Dickerson explained that after the meetings of the committee which included  
public comment, the district was awarded a Certificate of Necessity in 2020 and held 
a referendum in October 2021 which was successful. The plan included keeping the 
historic section of the building, constructed in 1929, and demolishing newer wings 
which could not be salvaged. According to TetraTech, who conducted a thorough 
engineering review of the building, the older portion was salvageable although there 
would need to be some environmental remediation done to the interior. After the 
passage of the referendum, Richard Y. Johnson was awarded a contract to act as  
project manager and BSA+A was selected as the architectural firm.

“We are about a quarter of the way through the timeline,” Dr. Sara Croce, chief  
financial officer, said. “At the end of January, we hope to have Milford School Board 
approval of the schematic design and then we will begin the bidding process. There 
are a number of things that have to take place during that process. We’ll go through 
procurement procedures for demolition and for the environmental abatement work 
that needs to take place, then also for construction.”

Once those contracts are awarded, Croce explained that demolition could proceed, 
likely around August 2023. Tim Skibicki and Marine Rescinzki, both of BSA&A, then 
presented drawings of what the new building might look like once it is completed.

“The historic three-story building will remain,” Skibicki said, presenting a render-
ing of the new façade with an historic photo imbedded in the slide. “It will no longer 
be the front entrance of the building. The original photo shows the scale of how high 
that entry space was. The goal is to bring it back to its former glory and make it some-
thing the community can be proud of.”

Additional slides showed the location of the existing gym and auditorium, but the 
cafeteria, which used to exist on the east side of the building near School Place will 
be moved to the west side near Kent Place. The main entrance will be moved to what 
is now the rear of the building in order to provide better security. The bus loop will 
remain in the same location with a special bus entry door for students. That entry 
can also be used for easy access to the auditorium for plays, concerts and other events. 
A new playground will be installed but the ball fields and track will remain untouched.

“It’s really going to have a park-like feel which is the goal,” Skibicki said. “We’re also 
proposing a safe walking path from the new front door all the way out to the fields. 
There is more of a design development that needs to be done, but that is the concept. 
You will also see this area here, what we call architecturally a cut-out. It is an oppor-
tunity to place a courtyard, like a plaza, which will also allow for future expansion.”

EDUCATION

See MHS on page 20
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https://www.instagram.com/milford_live/
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smaller but there will be additional parking along School 
Place. The parking area near the track will also remain 
untouched.

“We have a section on our website,” Trish Gerken, 
public information officer, said. “We actually have a QR 
code you can scan up directly to our feedback form and 
will also bring you to our website. We’ll have this pre-
sentation, we’ll have information about the project, the 
middle school committee, the referendum, that’s all 
found on our website. If you have any feedback or want 
to discuss anything about the building, we’re available.”

Feedback forms can be accessed HERE. Anyone with 
questions can call the district office at 302-422-1600.

Other visuals showed a media center on the second 
floor with glass windows that may overhang the court-
yard. The gymnasium stage would have partitions that 
would allow it to be used as a classroom and the gym 
itself could be partitioned into two spaces, providing 
the ability to create three spaces in one location. Gloria 
Markowitz asked whether the third floor was still going 
to be used for the Board of Education. Dickerson stated 
that there had been discussions about using the area for 
that, but there were other locations in the district that 
might be more suitable.

“We’re trying to bring in as much natural light as  
possible,” Rescinzki said. “The auditorium will have 
large windows and a stage area which could be for  
lectures, could be for events or even board meetings. 
The windows could be closed off to darken the room, 
but it would also bring in that natural light. Because 
auditorium space does not get used every day, the way 
we could maximize the potential is to look at telescopic 
seating, kind of like bleacher seating but more comfort-
able. They could be pulled out for events but then closed 
off so you have one level surface. This is another way of 
trying to repurpose different spaces and give a lot of 
different functions within these four walls.”

The architects tried to incorporate as much of the 
original building features as possible, using mostly brick 
and nice large windows similar to the window sizes in 
the historic part of the building. The existing building 
has a small, pitched roof that is a legacy architectural 
feature that will be incorporated over the front entry. 
The parking area next to Kent Place will be slightly 

MHS from page 19
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SCHOOL CHOICE APPLICATIONS 
CLOSE JAN. 11
BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware’s school choice application period is closing 
Wednesday, Jan. 11. That means families who want to 
send their children to a school outside of their regular 
feeder pattern for the 2023-24 school year only have a 
few days left to submit their paperwork. The good news: 
It’s mostly online. 

The First State is one of 13 in the country in which 
parents are free to apply to any public school—district 
or charter—they wish to send their children to rather 
than sending them to the neighborhood school associ-
ated with their addresses. 

The applications opened Nov. 7, 2022, and charters 
and districts have held various after-school presenta-
tions and engagement fairs to encourage families to apply 
to their schools during the two-month application  
window. Many districts created compilation videos to 
showcase their schools.

Out of Delaware’s 141,729 public school students, 
25,039 applied to non-feeder schools for the current 
school year, according to data from the state Data Ser-
vices Center. Charter schools had the most applications 
with 12,968, followed by 8,756 to public district schools 
and 3,315 applications to Vo-Tech school districts.

Newark Charter had the most out of Delaware’s 22 
charters, with 3,691 applications. Red Clay is the dis-
trict with the most applications, 3,310.

The process to choice into schools was revamped and 
streamlined in 2013 when a new law established an  
application window, standardized the forms and created 
a comprehensive portal on the state Department of  
Education’s site. It’s supposed to outline everything  
parents need to know about school choice. Signing the 
choice forms does not guarantee a seat.

“Say you live in Brandywine but you want your child 
to go to a school in Red Clay. You have to get your  
application in by that second Wednesday of January, 
otherwise you’re not considered for the lottery or a seat 
at all,” said Kendall Massett, executive director of 
Delaware Charter Schools Network.

If a school has more seats available than applications, 
families may still apply past the deadline. “Sometimes 
new charter schools are still new, so parents aren’t too 
familiar with it yet,” Massett said. 

Massett said schools in urban communities such as 
Wilmington typically don’t receive too many applicants 
for kindergarten students, which typically means an 
abundance of available seats. Some students may be put 
into a lottery if a school is over capacity, while other 
schools will waitlist. Schools that have a lot of applicants, 
such as the Charter School of Wilmington, might have 
both a waitlist and a lottery enter the waitlist, Massett 
said. Once a student is in, they’re in. There is no need to 
apply each year. 

While the lottery is random in most cases, some  
charter and district schools have preferences in their 
application process. For example, Newark Charter 
School, EastSide Charter School and First State Mon-
tessori Academy have a five-mile radius preference, so 
students who live within that circle will be chosen  
efore students who live beyond that radius.

Wilmington Charter and Delaware Military Acade-
my are both authorized by the Red Clay Consolidated 
School District, so students who live within Red Clay 
have priority to those schools. 
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For those who suffer a medical issue that is 
non-life-threatening, Bayhealth’s virtual urgent care is 
an option that can provide medical assistance quickly 
while reducing wait times in the emergency room. The 
program is designed for those who may need to see a 
doctor but cannot reach their primary care physician, 
whether it is because it is after hours, or they do not 
have a primary care physician.

“Bayhealth@home is a service provided by Bayhealth 
to our community that allows patients to connect with 
a board-certified physician in under 10 minutes,” Kalee 
Sexton, PR & communications coordinator, said. “They 
can do so from work, home or on the go rather than 
needing to drive to a walk-in center or an emergency 
department.

VIRTUAL URGENT CARE AVAILABLE FOR 
NON-LIFE-THREATENING ILLNESSES
BY TERRY ROGERS

Virtual visits are best for conditions like infections or 
general concerns, Sexton said. The visit costs $64 and 
some patients may be able to receive reimbursement 
from their insurance company. To access virtual urgent 
care, simply download the Bayhealth@home app or  
visit the website, register and choose a physician. Virtu-
al urgent care can be accessed using any smartphone or 
computer.

“Not all illnesses should use urgent care, however,” 
Sexton said. “Serious medical issues like stroke, heart 
attack or severe injuries are best seen in person. Patients 
with non-life-threatening conditions can be seen safely 
and quickly rather than waiting in the ER. It saves them 
time and frees up those resources for others in our  
community.”

HEALTH
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STATE POLICE INVESTIGATING TWO-VEHICLE 
FATAL ACCIDENT
PRESS RELEASE

The Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal 
motor vehicle collision that occurred Saturday after-
noon just south of Harrington.

On Jan. 7, 2023, at approximately 2:44 p.m., a 2019 
Ford Fiesta was traveling southbound in the right lane 
of South Dupont Highway south of Raceway Boulevard. 
At the same time, a 2022 Toyota Tacoma was traveling 
southbound in the left lane of South Dupont Highway 
south of Raceway Boulevard. The driver of the Fiesta 
attempted to change lanes and move from the right lane 
into the left lane. However, when she did so the left rear 
of her car struck the right front of the Tacoma next to 
her. The Fiesta driver lost control of her car, which led 
to her oversteering and exiting the western (right) edge 
of the roadway. The Fiesta then collided with a tree and 
overturned onto its hood. The Tacoma came to a stop 
on the shoulder and sustained minor damage to its 
bumper.

The passenger of the Fiesta, a 1-year-old boy from 
Denton, MD, was in a front-facing car seat that was  
secured in the rear-passenger seat. He sustained serious 
injuries and was taken by ambulance to a nearby  
hospital, where he was later pronounced deceased.  
Identification of the victim is pending notification to 
his family and relatives. The driver of the Fiesta, a 

27-year-old woman from Denton, MD, was admitted to 
an area hospital for non-life-threatening injuries.  
Neither the driver of the Tacoma, a 49-year-old woman 
from Milford, DE, nor the passenger, a 50-year-old man 
from Milford, DE, reported any injuries.

No other vehicles were involved in this collision. The 
roadway was closed for approximately six hours while 
the scene was investigated and cleared.

The Delaware State Police Troop 3 Collision Recon-
struction Unit continues to investigate this incident. 
Troopers are asking anyone who witnessed this colli-
sion to please contact Sergeant J. Wheatley by calling 
302-698-8518. Information may also be provided by 
contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 
or via the internet at  www.delawarecrimestoppers.
com.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of 
a crime or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and 
need assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim  
Services Unit / Delaware Victim Center is available to 
offer you support and resources 24 hours a day through 
a toll-free hotline at 1-800-VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). 
You may also email the Victim Services Unit at DSP_
VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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possible:
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in 
working alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing 
campaigns, through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech 
Community College, and Delaware Department of Health to small 
shops like Fur Baby Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto 
Tuscan Restaurant, we customize each plan to optimize the needs 
of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to 
see how we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with 
me in our virtual office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com
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